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Check against delivery

Mr. Chairman

With regard to the interesting document on themes, we propose a different structure and approach. It is essential to have a clear structure that is easy to understand by a broader public. 

The WSIS process has to build on the broader ICT for Development debate and concepts as well as the conclusions of the UN General Assembly session on, avoiding to re-invent the wheel.


The overall vision, should include  core elements of common ground such as 

· inclusion, 

· equal opportunities, 

· effective multi-stakeholder partnerships and 

· using ICT as a powerful  tool,  not as an end in itself.



WSIS should focus on the following themes:


1. ICT Infrastructure for disadvantaged areas and people, building on

· effective, creative and quick financing  mechanisms

· enabling regulatory and policy frameworks 

· technical convergence combining new with traditional ICT.


2.  Local ICT for Development Agenda, promoting dynamic processes and action based on local demand and priorities in economic opportunities, entrepreneurship, participation and enabling governance.


3. Cultural Diversity and Local Knowledge


4. Access to knowledge and Information, communication rights


5. Supporting effective National and Regional ICT Strategies emphasising

· Capacity building

· Enabling environment for ICT applications and e-commerce (including net  security and trust enhancement)

· Large scale poverty focussed ICT for Development Programmes

· ICT enhanced public service delivery for the  citizens

and mainstreaming ICT into National Poverty Reduction, Health an Education strategies and programmes.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman
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