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	Putting People First in the Information Society


A STATEMENT ON WSIS CONTENT AND THEMES, 

ENDORSED BY 22 NGOs AND CIVIL SOCIETY ENTITIES

The World Summit on the Information Society proposes to develop “a common vision and understanding of the information society and the adoption of a declaration and plan of action.”
  A vision of society must necessarily have people at its center and an understanding of the fundamental rights and needs of humankind. The goals of such a society should be based on principles of social, political and economic justice. 

Technology and infrastructure are the means to human development and not an end in themselves.  Any approach that reduces the information society to the tools and channels that store and transmit information, or that relegates citizens to the status of mere users of technology will be unable to achieve the goals of the summit.  

As we consider the nature of the information society, we need to recognize that what matters is human interaction and the exchange of information and content.  Communications should facilitate active citizenship, that is participation of all individuals and communities in the public space. As such, it is communication and information–sharing that should be the focus of the Summit.

To capture the complexity and diversity of views and perspectives, a summit of this nature needs to provide sufficiently broad thematic areas.   This will make it possible to seek consensus on a common vision, shared goals and the means to achieve them.  It is the strong view of civil society organisations attending the PrepCom –1 of the WSIS that the thematic areas as they are currently defined will not provide such a framework.  The concepts of access and applications are insufficient for the development of clear goals and strategies.  

A deeper discussion is necessary to rework the conceptual framework of the proposed objectives, themes and content of the Summit.

We therefore propose that:

· Each of the themes consider the human ethical and social dimensions as well as the technical, political and economic mechanisms and instruments necessary to address these;

· The human right to communicate be considered across all thematic areas, including freedom of expression and information and the right to privacy;

· Participation in improving the present economic model implies discussion on key issues, in particular intellectual property, public domain and public space;

· Governance be retained as one of the thematic areas including both the contribution of ICTs to the consolidation and enhancement of democratic process at all levels from local to global and the democratic management of international bodies dealing with ICTs (e.g. ICANN, IETF, ITU);

· Community controlled information infrastructure be prioritized (e.g: free software, fiber networks, wireless technologies, non profit ISPs, interfaces for oral cultures);

· The variety of new and traditional information and communication technologies and media be included in  all discussions of this Summit;

· Social appropriation of ICT issues through broad-based education and knowledge – exchange. 

· In each of the thematic areas, an approach be adopted that addresses the diverse realities of culture and language, class, gender, ethnicity, racial discrimination, geographic location, age and sexual orientation. 

Endorsements

Agencia Latinoaméricana de Información (ALAI)

Association for Progressive Communications (APC)

Association for Progressive Communications (APC) Women’s Program 

Asociación Latinoamericana de Educación Radiofunica (ALER)

Computer Professionals for Social Responsibility (CPSR)

Conference of NGOs (CONGO)

Centre de coordination pour la recherche et  l’enseignement en informatique et société (CREIS)

DigIT Africa / ITVision www.digitafrica.org

Federation of American Women’s Clubs Overseas (FAWCO)

GLOCOM

GreenNet

Institut PANOS Afrique de l’ouest / PANOS Institute

International Women’s Tribune Centre (IWTC)

Internet Society

Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA)

Taking IT Global

Transparency International

Women’s Prog

World Alliance of YMCAs

World Federalist Movement

VECAM-GCNP

Youth Caucus

� Resolution 73 of the International Telecommunication Union (Minneapolis, 1998).
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