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Introduction

During the PrepCom I in July 2002, we had the occasion of an in depth exchange on content and themes. It gave us a broad spectrum of the various points of views on principles and themes, as summarised in the Chairman’s report and the document prepared by the Executive Secretariat. Furthermore, our meeting yesterday with partners from the civil society and the private sector also provided very interesting contributions on the subject. 

It was encouraging to hear that every intervention was focussed on the ways and means to seize the opportunities created by ICTs in order to foster economic and social development for all. That does not mean consensus yet and, in fact, there are different approaches and also concerns regarding some implications of the information society.   But there are enough shared positions to be reasonably optimistic regarding the final outcomes of the Summit.

What then is our task now? Is it to finalise discussions on principles and themes or to provide a framework for a continued constructive dialogue leading to a final agenda for the summit? The European Union proposes the latter, that is to establish a flexible structure, elaborated enough, however, to offer a framework allowing to make progress through an iterative process in which all participants - governments, international organisations, civil society and private sector - have the opportunity to contribute. Such a framework could be structured around three main headlines: Vision, Guiding Principles and Strategies to carry out the vision.   The implementation would then be guided by an action plan to be adopted by the summit. 

The proposals for principles and themes provided in the Chairman’s report from our July meeting would be part of such a framework.

The Vision
The information society is an ever-increasing reality. We see concrete examples of that in our daily life, notably the spread of ICTs. But the changes are not just about technology. They are far-reaching and global, implying new ways of communication. The economy is becoming more and more a knowledge-based activity. That is precisely what the phrase “information society” is trying to express. 

The emergence of the information society is accompanied by an increasing gap between so called info rich and info poor, creating a digital divide in every society, exacerbating them and threatening the social stability and sustainability.   On the other hand, the development of the information society is hampered by obstacles and barriers, which are imperative to remove in order to seize the potential of technologies.

There is clearly a great interest in a debate on the characteristics of the information society, and we need that debate to set up our vision of the information society.

An Information society based on shared guiding principles 

One of the major outcomes of the Summit should thus be a “shared vision of the future” or a list of the guiding principles for the information society.

Among such principles we would see: human rights and human development, universal access to information and knowledge, promoting economic growth and social cohesion and communication for all at affordable costs, priority for linguistic diversity and cultural identity, data protection and security, prevalence of the international solidarity and co-operation, and an inclusive and participative society.

Real ownership of the WSIS process by all stakeholders needs to be developed during the coming phase in the run up to the next PrepCom. Each stakeholder has something to offer, be it experiences, funds, ideas, knowledge, or cultural input and it is vital that such input fully materialises as from PrepCom II.

Seizing the opportunities through national strategies
The realisation of our vision requires development of national, regional and global strategies. At national level, the main themes would be removing obstacles and barriers and creation of an enabling  environment through policy frameworks, in particular network security, privacy protection, pro-competitive policy, transparent regulatory frameworks, and commitments for effective market opening and competition. Such environment will create favourable conditions for the development of infrastructure, in particular by the private sector.

But there are also more stimulatory actions and, in particular, the mobilisation of the IS potential for key applications. As you may recall, the European Union proposed during the Prepcom I to focus on three clusters: e-government, e-learning and e‑inclusion. This would enable a balanced approach to address both the digital divide and other key issues for the development of the global information society, including education, training and participation.  An underlying theme through all three topics encompasses security, enhanced efficiency, privacy protection, and general trust. If these issues are not secured, the new technologies will fail to be of advantage to governments, the private sector or the population in general.

Addressing global issues   

The Information society is, by nature, a global phenomenon and issues should and must be addressed on an international basis. The WSIS is offering a unique opportunity for awareness building and to address questions related to the governance of the sector like data protection, privacy, network security, Intellectual Property Rights, cybercrime, etc. 

An action plan 

A global action plan should provide for the implementation of the strategies, drawing on national and regional experiences, including the Regional Preparatory Conferences. Bamako provided an excellent opportunity for an exchange of views and no doubt Bucharest will be the next important step in the regional preparatory process. Evidently, it is still too early to define such a plan. However, some overall considerations on the character of the Plan would be called for. We should be ambitious but also realistic. I took note of the point made yesterday from the survey among business executive: more concrete action  - less talk. 

So let us do the talking now - on the framework for elaboration of our vision for an information society providing opportunities for economic and social development for all. 
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