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	MEASURING THE INFORMATION SOCIETY 2007 



In February 2007, ITU published the Report Measuring the Information Society 2007. The Report contais both, the latest (2005) World Telecommunication/ICT Indicators, as well as the update of the ICT Opportunity Index (ICT-OI). The ICT-OI, which has benefited from the expertise of several international and research organizations, is an important tool to track the digital divide by measuring the relative difference in ICT Opportunity levels among economies, and over time. 
The Index, which provides measurement across 183 economies, relies on ten indicators that help measure ICT networks/infrastructure, education and skills, uptake and intensity of the use of ICT. The ICT-OI has captured the extent of network and infrastructure development through penetration rates of fixed telephone lines, mobile cellular subscribers and international internet bandwidth. Both, fixed telephone lines and mobile subscribers, are widely recognized as key indicators to measure the basis of a country's telecommunication/ICT infrastructure. While penetration rates reflect the state of ICT access, increasingly availability of international internet bandwidth spurred by falling prices in fibre has enabled subscribers the opportunity to use communications more effectively in a globalized world. The bandwidth indicator also involves investment in infrastructure and facilities that enable rapid and efficient transmission of voice and data across the globe.
For analytical purposes, economies are grouped into four categories, ranging from high to low ICT Opportunities. Apart from cross-country comparisons, the Index’s methodology highlights relative movements between 2001 and 2005. It shows that significant progress has been made across almost all economies and all areas of the telecommunication/ ICT sector since the beginning of this century. At the same time, the ICT-OI's results highlight that between 2001 and 2005, the divide increased between those economies that already have very high ICT levels and the rest of the world. It decreased between the medium group and the low group. An indicator-centric analysis suggests that the majority of countries are lagging behind in terms of broadband uptake and the difference in broadband penetration between economies with high ICT-OI levels and the rest of the world is significant and greater than for any other indicator. For policy makers, this finding suggests that more efforts need to be undertaken to integrate and strengthen broadband policies and strategies.
The 2007 ICT-OI is the result of the merger of the ITU’s Digital Access Index (DAI) and Orbicom’s Monitoring the Digital Divide/Infostate conceptual framework and was first published in 2005. It is an excellent example for successful international cooperation and partnership work and follows the explicit recommendation of the WSIS Plan of Action, paragraph 28, to “…develop and launch a composite ICT Development (Digital Opportunity) Index” to combine statistical indicators with analytical work on policies and their implementation. The Index is a clear response to the WSIS's call for the need to measure the information society. Particularly, WSIS highlighted the need for "a realistic international performance evaluation and benchmarking..., through comparable statitsical indicators and research results...(Geneva Plan of Action, para 28). 
More information on the Report and the ICT Opportunity Index are available under: http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/ict/publications/ict-oi/2007/index.html. 
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