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Third Informal Meeting on RA-07 Preparations

Thursday, 6 September 2007

MEETING NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS

· With reference to Annexes 2-3 of CA/166 (23 March 2007) that contains a summary of the discussions at RAG-07 on the subject of ITU-R Study Group structure, and the work of the RAG Correspondence Group which was established to continue the consideration of options for possible restructuring, the meeting focused on a comparison of perspectives on the subject as a means of facilitating the decision-making process at the Assembly. The current views – at least among those attending the meeting, and reflecting both the views of individual administrations and those of regional telecommunication organizations – can be summarized as follows:

· there appears to be a clear preference for Option 2 concerning the establishment of a new terrestrial study group (Study Group C) and a new satellite study group (Study Group D), which would combine, as appropriate, the current Study Groups 4, 8 and 9, as well as the relevant parts of WP 6S (in this regard, it was noted that only those Questions specifically related to satellite issues would be transferred to a new satellite study group);
· notwithstanding this general preference, there are proposals, mainly in the interest of balancing workload, to split the terrestrial study group into two parts, and/or to transfer specific terrestrial-related issues to other ITU-R Study Groups. For example, there is a proposal to combine studies relating to emergency communications into a new structural component in the terrestrial area (in the form of a study group or other mechanism), which could also be identified as a compilation of “special services”. It was noted as well that the maritime and aeronautical issues could be considered part of these “special services”, or could perhaps be transferred to Study Group 7.
· With respect to the future disposition of the CPM and SCRPM, consideration is being given to combining both in the interest of facilitating conference preparations. In addition, attention was drawn to the options associated with the possible reorganization of CPM-1, which are outlined in both the Report of the Chairman of the CPM to the RA and the Report of the Chairman of RAG.

· Concerning all proposals for restructuring and/or reorganizing the activities in ITU-R, emphasis was placed on the need for ensuring that meetings in future are grouped or clustered in such a way to facilitate attendance, particularly by Member States, Sector Members and Associates remote from Geneva.
· On the subject of the structure for RA-07, it has been proposed that the work will be organized in five committees, two of which will be focused on the substantive issues, i.e. structure and work programme and working methods, as attached. It was agreed that the consideration of Resolutions ITU-R 2 (CPM) and ITU-R 38 (Study of regulatory/procedural matters) should be grouped in Committee 4 on structure and work programme.

· With regard to the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the RA, and the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of the Committees, it was noted that, while 3 names for the RA, Committee 4 and Committee 5 have been identified (although still subject to the approval of the RA itself), consultations are continuing, and that the principles of equitable geographic distribution and transparency were being respected in the selection process. With respect to the number of vice-chairmen for the Assembly, a preference for 6 such positions was expressed, along with a further preference for 3 vice-chairmen for the substantive committees.
· Concerning proposals for Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of the Study Groups, CCV, CPM, RAG and the Special Committee, it was noted that consultations are continuing and being undertaken in an open and transparent manner. In addition, as above, equitable geographic distribution has been applied as a guiding principle. A number of suggestions were made on the selection process, including the need for prospective candidates to meet the criteria as specified in No. 242 of the Convention (see also Annex 2 to Resolution ITU-R 15-3) as well as the need to take into consideration, in the selection of the Chairman of Study Group 6, the relevant broadcasting experience of various candidates.

· With respect to the work of the RAG correspondence groups, it was reported that Mr. Luther, as a RAG Vice-Chairman and convenor of the group focusing on ITU-R Resolution 1, has submitted his report, which in turn has provided an excellent basis for the work at the Assembly. The meeting wished to convey their collective appreciation for the work of Mr. Luther. Regarding the work of the other group on the remaining ITU-R resolutions convened by Mr. Haines, it was understood that his report would be submitted very shortly, which again was intended to facilitate the work of the Assembly. 

· With reference to a draft ITU-R resolution on emergency communications, discussion was focused on the importance of the work of ITU-R in complementing initiatives within ITU as a whole and outside of ITU in addressing this subject in a cooperative and collaborative manner. It was explained that the draft RA resolution will be an important precursor to a draft resolution to the WRC, which is focused on the BR establishing a database of country information relating to national frequency allocations for emergency and disaster relief operations.

· With regard to the interval between this final informal meeting and the RA, it was emphasized that every effort should be undertaken by the membership, either individually or through regional telecom organizations, to engage in consultations prior to the RA to ensure that results can be achieved as quickly and efficiently at the Assembly itself. 

· Concerning the administrative arrangements for the Assembly, the meeting was reminded that, pursuant to the information outlined in CACE/404 of 15 January 2007, contributions are to be submitted from Member States and Sector Members only. In addition, the CACE also stipulates a deadline for the submission of contributions of 1600 hours UTC, 8 October 2007.

· As a final point, the Chairman of the informal meetings for the RA preparations would like to thank the participants for their valuable advice and points of view, and to convey a special note of appreciation to the Director, Mr. Timofeev, to Kevin Hughes, Head of the Study Group Department, and all colleagues of the BR for their great assistance in the preparation, organization and conduct of the meetings.         

B. A. Gracie

RAG Chairman

Annex

PROPOSAL FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF THE RADIOCOMMUNICATION ASSEMBLY

Committee 1 – Steering Committee

This Committee will be made up of the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Assembly and the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of the Committees.

Terms of reference: to coordinate all matters connected with the smooth execution of work and to plan the order and number of meetings, avoiding overlap wherever possible in view of the limited number of members of some delegations.

Committee 2 – Budget control

Terms of reference: to determine the organization and facilities available to the delegates, to examine and approve the accounts for expenditure incurred throughout the duration of the Assembly and to report to the Plenary Meeting on the estimated total expenditure of the Assembly, as well as an estimate of the costs that would be entailed by the execution of the decisions taken by the Assembly.

Committee 3 – Editorial Committee

Terms of reference: to harmonize the texts of Resolutions and Decisions of the Assembly, without altering the sense, with a view to their submission to the Plenary Meeting.

Committee 4 – Structure and work programme of the Study Groups

Terms of reference: to examine the structure and the work programme of the Study Groups and to revise, as appropriate, the list of Questions to be studied. To propose, as a consequence, on the basis of received contributions, draft new Resolutions and/or revisions of Resolutions ITU-R 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 15, 38, 41, 48 and 49.

Committee 5 – Working methods of the Radiocommunication Assembly and Study Groups

Terms of reference: to adopt the appropriate working methods of the Radiocommunication Assembly and Study Groups in accordance with the ITU Constitution and Convention. To propose, as a consequence, on the basis of received contributions draft new Resolutions and/or revisions of Resolutions ITU-R 1, 12, 19, 37, 43, 44, 45, 51 and 52.

NOTE – The working methods of the Radiocommunication Assembly are covered by the provisions of Resolution ITU-R 1-4, in particular those contained in § 1 and 7.1.
