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	Ref:
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+41 22 730 5235
+41 22 730 5853
tsbworkshops@itu.int
	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union;

-
To ITU Sector Members;

-
To ITU Associates;

-
To ITU Academia;



	
	
	Copy:

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of ITU-T Study Groups;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau;
-
To the Director, ITU Regional Office, Bangkok; 
-
To the Permanent Mission of India in Geneva


	Subject:
	ITU Workshop on Standards and Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Issues - (New Delhi, India, 19-20 December 2011)



Dear Sir/Madam,

1
ITU and the Global ICT Standardization Forum for India (GISFI) will co-organize a Workshop on Standards and Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) issues from 19 to 20 December 2011 at the Hotel Ashok in New Delhi, India. This event, which will be hosted by the Government of India, will be followed by the Seventh GISFI meeting from 21 to 22 December 2011 at the same venue. 

The workshop will open at 0930 hours on the first day. Registration will begin at 0800 hours.
Detailed information concerning the meeting room will be provided at the entrance of the meeting venue.

2
Discussions will be held in English only.
3
The goal of this workshop is to provide a forum to discuss current issues relating to the inclusion of patented technology and software in standards.  International experts from both the public and private sectors will help provide an overview of the issues and share their insights on present and future developments.  Furthermore, the exchange of ideas and experiences facilitated by this workshop will provide valuable insight and input that can help to guide future discussion of the related issues. 
4
Participation is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members, Associates, Academia and to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU. Also, this workshop should be of interest to a range of different stakeholders from around the world – whether they are participants in or beneficiaries of the standardization process, industry representatives, government officials or standards body experts. The workshop is free of charge.
5
A preliminary draft programme is set out in Annex 1.  The updated programme, presentations and relevant information will be made available on the ITU-T website at the following address:  http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/ipr/201112/index.html and will be kept updated as necessary.
6
Useful logistics information including detailed information on the meeting venue, hotel accommodation, transportation, visa and health requirements will be made available at the ITU-T website:  http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/ipr/201112/index.html. 
7
Fellowships: ITU-T will provide a limited number of full fellowships to one participant per eligible country within the Asia-Pacific region only and within the available budget. The participant must be duly authorized by the respective ITU Administrations from Least Developed Countries and from developing countries with per-capita income under US$ 2,000. While the provision of fellowship is limited to only one participant per country, the number of delegates from a country is not limited provided the expenses of additional delegates are borne by the country. Participants requiring a fellowship are requested to complete the Fellowship Request Form in Annex 2 and return it to the ITU by e-mail: bdtfellowships@itu.int or by fax to +41 22 730 5778 by 21st November 2011 at the latest.
8
Workshop Registration: To enable TSB to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of the workshop, I should be grateful if you would register via the on-line form at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/ipr/201112/index.html as soon as possible, but not later than 12th December 2011.  Please note that pre-registration of participants to the event is carried out exclusively online.
9
We would like to inform you that there may be visa requirements for citizens of some countries to enter India.  Detailed information on visa requirements will be made available at the ITU-T website: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/ipr/201112/index.html.

Yours faithfully,


Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau


Annexes: 2

ANNEX 1

(to TSB Circular 226)
Draft Programme
ITU Workshop on Standards and Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Issues

(New Delhi, India, 19-20 December 2011)
Objectives: This workshop is being convened to provide a forum to discuss current issues relating to the inclusion of patented technology and software in standards.  International experts from both the public and private sectors will help provide an overview of the issues and share their insights on present and future developments.

	Day 1 – 19th December 2011

	
	Registration


	
	Opening Ceremony


	
	Session 1: SDO’s perspectives

Objectives: This session will examine the current patented policy debates taking place within standards-setting bodies from different geographical regions. These organizations and their stakeholders often deliberate whether certain proposals to revise their operative patent policy will – or will not - improve the standards-setting process and make it more effective or efficient. The panelists will provide insight into the issues recently or currently being debated at the standards-setting organization they each represent and the conclusions that were reached. 



	
	Session 2: Industry perspectives

Objectives: This session will discuss the concept of “F/RAND” (“fair, reasonable and non-discriminatory”), how it works in practice, and whether it is effective or needs further definition.  Panelists will also discuss issues related to aggregated royalties (when there are a significant number of necessary patents and/or patent holders) as well as the mechanisms that have been put in place, or should be put in place, to solve this issue.  Finally, the impact of non-practicing entities on the standard system will be examined.

	
	Session 3: Public Authorities’ perspectives

Objectives: This session will focus on the perspectives of representatives from the public sector on some of the current issues being debated.  It will, in particular, discuss the role of government and public authorities in providing input on patent policy approaches being considered or adopted by standards-setting organizations.

	
	Session 4: Academia’s perspectives

Objectives: This session will provide the perspectives of scholars on issues related to the interplay between standards and patents.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Day 2 – 20th December 2011 (A.M.)

	
	Session 5: Patent Offices’ perspectives

Objectives: This session will examine initiatives taken by Patent Offices to address issues related to the incorporation of patents in standards. This panel will, in particular, discuss the need to reinforce the collaboration between SDOs and Patent Offices with a view to increasing the transparency of the overall system and the quality of patents being granted.



	
	Session 6: Software copyright issues

Objectives: This final session will include panelists from SDOs and industry who will provide practical guidance and tips on issues to be addressed when considering the incorporation of software into standards.

	
	Wrap up and Conclusions

	
	Closing Ceremony
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	ITU Workshop on Standards and Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Issues

(New Delhi, India, 19-20 December 2011)
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	Please return to:
	Fellowships Service
ITU/BDT
Geneva (Switzerland)


	E-mail : bdtfellowships@itu.int 

Tel: +41 22 730  5227 

Fax: +41 22 730 5778 

	Request for a fellowship to be submitted before Monday, 21st November  2011 

	Participation of women is encouraged

	Country:  ……………………………………………………………….………..……………………………..

Name of the Administration or Organization:  ………...……………….…..………………………………

Mr. / Ms.:  ……………….………………………………….………………………………………………….

                             (family name)                                              (given name)

Title:  ………………………………………………..…………………………….……………………………

Address:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………

Tel:  ……………………….……. Fax:  …………..…….………... 

E-Mail:  …...………………………………………………………………………………….

PASSPORT INFORMATION:

Date of birth:  ……………………………. Nationality:  ……………………………….……………………

Passport Number:  ……………….…………… Date of issue:  ……………………...….………..………

In (place):  ……………………………….…..… Valid until (date):  ………….…………………………….

	CONDITIONS 
1. One full fellowship per eligible country within the Asia-Pacific region only. 

2. A round trip airticket in economy class from country of origin to venue by the most direct and economical itinerary

3. A daily subsistence allowance to cover accommodation, meals and misc. expenses

4. It is imperative that fellows be present for the entire duration of their fellowship.



	Signature of fellowship candidate: …………………………………………..  Date: ……...……………...

	TO VALIDATE FELLOWSHIP REQUEST, NAME AND SIGNATURE OF CERTIFYING OFFICIAL DESIGNATING PARTICIPANT MUST BE COMPLETED BELOW WITH OFFICIAL STAMP.

Signature:  ……..………………………………………. Date:  ……………………………………………..


______________
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