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	Subject:

	Proposed deletion of Question 9/16 
“Embedded variable bit rate coding of speech signals”


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 16, (Multimedia Terminals, Systems and Applications), I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, in its meeting from 19 to 30 July 2010, agreed to delete Question 9/16 “Embedded variable bit rate coding of speech signals”, in accordance with the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 7, § 7.4.1, of WTSA (Johannesburg, 2008), by reaching consensus among those present.

2
Annex 1 gives an explanatory summary of the reasons for the deletion of this Question.

3
Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Clause 7, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 5 October 2010 whether your Administration approves or rejects this deletion.

4
Those Member States who indicate disapproval are requested to provide their reasons and to indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further study of the Question.
5
After the above-mentioned deadline (5 October 2010), the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the result of the consultation.

Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

Annex 1
(to TSB Circular 130)
Reasons for deletion of Question 9/16
WTSA-08 allocated Question 9/16 to Study Group 16. The Question has been in existence for various study periods and has produced one main Recommendation, G.718 “Frame error robust narrowband and wideband embedded variable bit-rate coding of speech and audio from 8-32 kbit/s”.
It was observed at the Study Group 16 meeting in Geneva, 19-30 July 2010 that for the past three meetings, contributions to Question 9/16 were only submitted for maintenance aspects of G.718 and that the Question has completed the activities foreseen in its work programme. Further, it was noted that the current mandate of Question 10/16 (Speech and audio coding and related software tools) already covers maintenance aspects. 

The Study Group therefore concluded that it is an appropriate time to close Question 9/16 and transfer the maintenance work to Q10/16.

Question 9/16 is therefore proposed for deletion.
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