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Geneva, 13 April 2006
	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 85

+41 22 730 5851
+41 22 730 5853
	-
To administrations of Member States of the Union;

-
To ITU-T Sector Members;

-
To ITU-T Associates;

-
To ITU-T Study Group Chairmen and Vice‑Chairmen

Also:

-
To entities qualified under ITU‑T Rec. A.4/A.5/A.6

-
To SDOs/Companies who made contributions to the TSB Director’s consultation meeting on IPTV

	E-mail:

URL:
	tsbiptv@itu.int 

www.itu.int/ITU-T/IPTV/ 
	Copy:

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau


	Subject:
	· Creation of a new Focus Group on IPTV;

· First meeting of the FG IPTV, Geneva, 10-14 July 2006


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
Given that IPTV is becoming an increasingly important service in the market, and that more and more ITU-T Members are facing challenges from technical as well as regulatory issues, ITU-T has received proposals to strengthen its work on IPTV standardization.

Having discussed this issue with some Members, I was convinced that there was an urgent need and a benefit to consult with ITU-T Members in order to receive their advice and proposals on standardization of IPTV. Therefore, I invited an open consultation meeting with ITU-T Members on IPTV service and its standardization, which was held in Geneva, 4-5 April 2006, see TSB Circular 71.
2
The meeting was attended by about 120 experts from ITU-T Members, Associates and non‑Members. 42 documents were submitted to the meeting. The meeting was webcast. The input documents, together with a short report, as well as some outputs, can be found at:

http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/IPTV
In a very fruitful and productive discussion it was highlighted that IPTV service has been deployed or is to be deployed in many countries; that there is an urgent need to increase the international effort on various issues, in particular, interoperability and a gap analysis of IPTV standards; that many ITU-T study groups have done work or have ongoing work on IPTV related topics; that various regional organizations have already accomplished a lot of work on IPTV; that ITU is an excellent place to initiate, coordinate and harmonize global activities for IPTV standards; that the involvement of other standards development organizations and fora working on IPTV is important; and that the relation between IPTV and NGN needs to be taken into account.

The consensus reached by the meeting was to support the TSB Director to create, according to ITU‑T Recommendation A.7, a focus group, the IPTV Focus Group (FG IPTV).
3
Based on the results of the open consultation meeting, and authorized by ITU-T Rec. A.7, I decided to create, with immediate effect, an IPTV Focus Group (FG IPTV). The mission statement and the goals of the FG IPTV, as suggested by the meeting, are reproduced in Annex 1. It is noted that, according to ITU-T Recommendation A.7, a parent study group shall be identified as soon as possible.


I am pleased to inform you that this decision is also supported by all Chairmen of ITU‑T Study Groups.


It is my sincere hope that by creating this IPTV Focus Group, ITU-T will meet the expectations of the ITU-T membership, and demonstrate its ability to address the pressing needs of the market. A report on the creation of the IPTV Focus Group will be provided to the next TSAG meeting in July 2006.

4
The FG IPTV is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates. This FG IPTV will also be open to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work. This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organisations according to ITU-T Recommendation A.7.


I strongly encourage ITU-T membership and interested SDOs to actively participate in the work of this FG IPTV.
5
It is planned to hold FG IPTV meetings with a frequency of roughly every three months if justified by sufficient inputs. For the first meeting, inputs are invited on the starting topics (see Annex 2), as suggested by the TSB Director’s consultation meeting. According to ITU-T Recommendation A.7, the first meeting will also establish the FG IPTV working group structure.
The first meeting will be prepared by a provisional leadership team, subject to confirmation at the first meeting. I propose the following individuals as members of the team: Chairman, Mr Ghassem Koleyni, Nortel Networks, Canada; three Vice Chairmen: Mr Simon Jones, BT, United Kingdom; Mr Chae-Sub Lee, ETRI, Korea; Ms Duo Liu, China Academy of Telecom. Research, MII, China.


I designate the following TSB contacts for the first FG IPTV meeting:

Mr. Reinhard Scholl
Deputy to the Director of TSB
Tel.: +41 22 730 5860
E-mail: reinhard.scholl@itu.int
to be assisted by:

Ms Judith Quist 
Assistant to Mr. Scholl 
Tel.: +41 22 730 5869
E-mail: Judith.quist@itu.int
6
The first meeting will take place at ITU Headquarters, in Geneva, from 10 to 14 July 2006 inclusive.

The meeting will open at 09:30 hours on 10 July 2006. Participant registration will begin at 08:30 hours. Please note that, as from 1 January 2006, all participants must register via the Montbrillant entrance. Detailed information concerning the meeting rooms will be displayed on screens at the entrances to ITU Headquarters.


The discussions will be held in English only.


The draft agenda will be prepared in due course. Please kindly check the ITU-T website for updated information.
All written contributions to the first meeting should be sent to the following electronic mail address:


tsbiptv@itu.int
While the deadline of submission of documents should be decided by the FG IPTV, it is suggested to request the inputs to the first meeting by the deadline of 28 June 2006, i.e. 7 working days prior to the meeting. Please note that this is a paperless meeting. All documents will be posted on the website at the following URL: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/IPTV/
7
Wireless LAN facilities are available for use by delegates in the ITU main conference room areas and in the CICG (Geneva International Conference Centre) building. Wired network access continues to be available in the ITU Montbrillant building. Detailed information is available on the ITU-T website (http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/edh/faqs-support.html).

8
For your convenience, a hotel confirmation form is enclosed as Annex 3 (see http://www.itu.int/travel/accommodations.asp for the list of hotels).

9
In order to enable TSB to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of the meeting, I should be grateful if you would send to TSB the registration form in Annex 4, duly completed (one per participant) by fax (No.: +41 22 730 5853), by e-mail (tsbreg@itu.int) or via the on-line form at http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/onlineforms/index.html  , by 23 June 2006.

10
Passports and visas
We would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in Switzerland. The visa must be requested and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Switzerland in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure.

If problems are encountered by ITU Member States, Sector Members or Associates, and at the official request made by them to TSB, ITU can approach the competent Swiss authorities in order to facilitate delivery of the visa. Any such request must specify the name and functions of the individual(s) for whom the visa(s) is/are requested and be accompanied by a copy of the approved registration form for the ITU workshop in question.  Please note that the ITU can assist only representatives of ITU Member States, ITU Sector Members or ITU Associates.
Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 4
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 85)
Mission statement and starting goals
1)
Mission statement

The mission of IPTV Focus Group is to coordinate and promote the development of global IPTV standards taking into account the existing work of the ITU study groups as well as Standards Developing Organizations, Fora and Consortia.
2)
Goals of FGIPTV as a starting point

· Definition of IPTV

· Identification of scenarios, drivers and relationships with other services and networks
· Identify requirements and define framework architecture

· Review and gap analysis of existing standards and ongoing works

· Identification of opportunities for ITU-T

· Identification of activities that ITU-T would encourage other organizations to pursue 

· Coordination of existing standardization activities

· Harmonization of the development of new standards

· Encourage interoperability with existing systems where possible

ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 85)
List of topics to be addressed by the first meeting (not exhaustive)
· Architecture and Requirements

· Scenarios and drivers

· Requirements 
· Service definitions
· Architecture

· Relationships with other services and networks

· QoS and Performance Aspects

· QoS
· QoE
· Performance
· Traffic management

· Service Security and Contents Protection Aspects

· Digital Rights Management
· Content protection
· Security (e.g. conditional access)
· Authentication
· Authorization

· Network and Control Aspects

· Control protocol & signalling

· Naming, addressing, and identification aspects

· Routing and multicast session control 

· Content distribution

· End Systems and Interoperability aspects

· Implementation scenarios and applications
· Terminals
· Consumer domain (home & extensions)

· Remote management

· Middleware and Application Platforms

· Enhanced EPG, Channel and Menu Processing 

· DBM (Digital Broadcasting Middleware)

· Audio and Video coding

· Metadata 

· Content Discovery

ANNEX 3
(to TSB Circular 85)

	This confirmation form should be sent direct to the hotel of your choice
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TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION SECTOR


1st FG IPTV Meeting   from    -------------------------  to ----------------------- in Geneva
Confirmation of the reservation made on (date) -------------------------   with (hotel)   --------------------------------
at the ITU preferential tariff 
------------ single/double room(s)

arriving on (date) ---------------------------  at (time)  -------------  departing on (date) -------------------------------

Family name    -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
First name        ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Address            ------------------------------------------------------------------------        Tel: -------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------         Fax: -------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      E-mail: ------------------------------

Credit card to guarantee this reservation:        AX/VISA/DINERS/EC  (or other) -----------------------------------
No. --------------------------------------------------------         valid until      -------------------------------------------------
Date ------------------------------------------------------      Signature        ---------------------------------------------------

ANNEX 4
(to TSB Circular 85)

	ITU-TSB
	Focus Group on IPTV (FG IPTV)
(Geneva, 10-14 July 2006)
	

	

	REGISTRATION FORM

	
To be returned to TSB (Fax: +41 22 730 5853 / tsbreg@itu.int) by 23 June 2006

	


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mr.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mrs.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ms.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Miss
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Administration of ITU Member State

	
	
	

	____________________________________________
Family Name
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITU-T Sector Member

	
	
	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITU-T  Associate

	____________________________________________
First Name
	
	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Others

	
	
	

	

	Name and complete address of Administration or Organization:

	______________________________________________
	Tel: _____________________________________________

	______________________________________________
	

	______________________________________________
	Fax :_____________________________________________

	_________________________________________
	E-mail : _________________________________________

	

	Important Note: The meetings of the FG IPTV will be paperless


	Hotel :

	________________________________________________
	Tel. : _______________________________________

	
	

	

	Date: ___________________________
	Signature: ______________________________________
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