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	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union

	E-mail:
	tsbsg16@itu.int

	Copy:

-
To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;

-
To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of Study Groups 2 and 16;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication 
Bureau



	Subject:
	Creation of the Partnership Co-ordination Panel in support of standardization on Telecommunications for Disaster Relief (TDR/PCP)


Dear Sir/Madam,

During February 17 – 19 2003 the ITU-T hosted a workshop on Telecommunications for Disaster Relief (TDR).  Eighty-five (85) participants including representatives from Administrations, Regulatory Agencies, Standards Developing Organizations, Recognized Operating Agencies, Scientific Industrial Organizations, non-Government organizations, and United Nations disaster relief organizations attended the workshop. Information relating to the workshop, including the final report is available in the workshop web page at http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/ets.

This circular is to inform you of the creation of a platform for the exchange of information called the Telecommunication for Disaster Relief and Mitigation – Partnership Co-ordination Panel (TDR‑PCP). The creation of the TDR-PCP was proposed at the workshop, endorsed by TSAG in its meeting held in Geneva, 24-28 February 2003, and approved by ITU-T Study Group 16 in its meeting held in Geneva, 20-30 May 2003. The TDR-PCP should ensure that key players are involved in defining and meeting the requirements.  Participation is open to international telecommunication service providers, related government departments, standards development organizations, disaster relief organizations, and other entities working in the field.  The terms of reference, operating methods, and potential membership are listed in annex A.

In order to formally set up the TDR-PCP and to start its activities, you are kindly requested to provide to the TSB the name and details of your representative by email (tsbsg16@itu.int) as soon as possible but before 15th of September.

For additional information on the formation of the TDR-PCP, please contact Mr. Pierre‑André Probst (Tel: + 41 22 950 0507, email: probst-pa@bluewin.ch) or Mr. Simão Campos Neto (Tel.: +41 22 730 6805, email simao.campos@itu.int).

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 173)

TDR-PCP: Terms of reference, mode of operations and potential membership
The Draft Terms of Reference are as follows:

–
Monitor the progress of technical standardisation work in general and in particular a mapping to the requirements of the different categories of users 

–
Address coordination issues between the partners

–
Develop and maintain contact with entities not traditionally involved in standards development

–
Keep ITU-T TSAG informed the progress of the work

The Partnership Co-ordination Panel will operate as follows:

–
Periodic Progress reports

–
Work to be done mainly by email

–
Possibly hold a maximum of two physical meetings per year

Members of this PCP would be (non-exhaustive list):

–
ITU-T: SG2, SG4, SG16, and other SGs on request

–
ITU-R: SG8, and others on request

–
ITU-D: SG2

–
SDOs: ISO/IEC, APT, ATIS T1, ETSI, IETF, TIA, and others

–
Intergovernmental Organizations: UN-OCHA, UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, WHO, and others

–
NGOs: IFRC, ICRC, TSF, and others

–
Industry Forum and Consortium: MESA, TETRA, and others
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