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TREATMENT OF OPINION ITU-R 95 
COOPERATION AND HARMONIZATION IN THE FUTURE ACTIVITIES OF THE RADIOCOMMUNICATION  (ITU-R) AND TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION (ITU-T) SECTORS

1	Introduction
This contribution considers the treatment of Opinion ITU-R 95 on cooperation and harmonization　in the future activities of the ITU-R and the ITU-T.
2           Discussion
Opinion ITU-R 95 was approved in 1997. As provided in Annex 1 to this document, the essence of the Opinion is that:
· the joint meeting of the RAG and the TSAG in January 1998 should consider and implement specific measures to respond to rapid changes in the telecommunication environment;
· such joint efforts be reflected in the draft Strategic Plan for the Union 1999‑2003.
After the development of this Opinion, Resolution ITU-R 6 with the scope of “Liaison and collaboration with ITU-T” was revised in 2000 into the current version (Res. ITU-R 6-1). 
ITU-R Study Groups are now carrying out their works requiring collaboration with the ITU-T under the RAG’s advice based on the principles specified in Resolution ITU-R 6-1. 
It is also noted that, in its past meetings, the RAG gave advices to Study Groups to update the old ITU-R texts (Recommendations, Reports and Questions…) including their suppression, and that such updating is naturally applied to old Opinions.
If there are any elements in Opinion 95 that are still needed, they may be reflected, as required, in a future version of Resolution ITU-R 6-1.
In view of the above, Japan is of the view that Opinion ITU-R 95 could be suppressed.  
According to § 2.30 in Resolution ITU-R 1-5, each Study Group may approve (therefore, may suppress) Opinions. However, since the scope of Opinion ITU-R 95 involves more than one Study Group, suppression of this Opinion requires consideration of the next Radiocommunication Assembly.


3        Proposal
Taking into account the discussion in section 2, it is expected that the 18th RAG meeting would give an advice on the treatment of Opinion ITU-R 95 including its suppression.
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Annex: 1

Annex 1
OPINION  ITU-R  95
COOPERATION  AND  HARMONIZATION  IN  THE  FUTURE  ACTIVITIES  OF
THE  RADIOCOMMUNICATION  (ITU-R)  AND  TELECOMMUNICATION
STANDARDIZATION  (ITU-T)  SECTORS
(1997)
Op. ITU-R 95
The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,
considering
a)	that there is an urgent requirement to identify mechanisms to assist the Union in adapting to the political/technical environment and to market needs for timely available, stable, worldwide and implementable information and communication technology standards/recommendations;
b)	that examples of changes in the environment include a modification in the scopes and roles of those involved in the field of telecommunications due to the separation of regulatory and operational functions into separate bodies/enterprises, as well as the emergence of issues associated with the convergence of telecommunications, computer, broadcasting and information technology;
c)	that a common, harmonized ITU approach, as applicable, is needed in response to such changes,
recognizing
a)	that, pursuant to No. 158 of the Convention (Geneva, 1992), a mechanism exists to keep various tasks within the respective spheres of competence of ITU-T and ITU-R under continuing review with the objective of reaching common agreement on changes in the distribution of matters under study;
b)	that, given the difference in perception within the framework of Resolution 16 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994), there is no agreement on the principle of further transfer of Questions, or on the transfer of specific Questions under Resolution 2 of the Additional Plenipotentiary Conference (Geneva, 1992);
c)	that, according to the provisions of No. 160 of the Convention (Geneva, 1992), measures should be taken to foster cooperation and coordination between ITU‑R and ITU‑T,
is of the opinion
1	that the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) and the Telecommunication Standard Advisory Group (TSAG), in their joint meeting in January 1998, should consider and implement specific measures, such as the establishment of joint ITU-R/ITU-T project teams, to respond to rapid changes in the telecommunication environment including convergence issues referred to in considering b);
2	that such joint efforts be reflected as appropriate in the draft Strategic Plan for the Union 1999‑2003.
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