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1
Introduction

The Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) held its fourteenth meeting in Geneva, from 24-26 January 2007, under the chairmanship of Mr B. Gracie (Canada), and assisted by Vice-Chairmen Mr N. Kisrawi (Syrian Arab Republic), Mr W. Luther (USA) and Mr I. Samake (Mali). The meeting was attended by 97 delegates representing 81 Member States, 9 Sector Members and 7 international organizations
.

2
Opening remarks and approval of the agenda

Following the opening remarks of the Secretary-General, the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau and the Chairman of RAG, in presence of the other ITU elected officials, the agenda was approved and is shown in Annex 1. A list of documents considered at the meeting can be consulted at:  http://www.itu.int/md/R07-RAG-C/en. The conclusions reached with respect to the considered agenda items are summarized as follows.

3
Decisions of Council 2006

Document RAG07-1/6 (§2) was introduced highlighting the following subjects: ssatellite network filing cost recovery; use of languages; and the calendar of events.
3.1
Editing

Clarification was provided on the implementation of the measures to conduct the editing tasks in the BR, noting that the Bureau’s plans were to undertake the tasks of technical proof-reading in the original language of the ITU-R text concerned, leaving the editing to be performed by the Conference and Publications Department of the ITU General Secretariat in the six languages on an equal footing.

3.2 Terminology database

Document RAG07-1/19 was introduced containing information about ITU-R terms and definitions. CCV noted the on-line systems for access to the ITU-R/ITU-T Terms and Definitions database which is available since 1 May 2006 and provides terminology in the six ITU languages. CCV noted that this database system is an essential tool notably for the experts of ITU-R Study Groups. 

A presentation to the RAG participants of the ITU-R/ITU-T Terms and Definitions database system (http://www.itu.int/pub/R-TER-DB/en) was given by BR on 25 January 2007.

<to be prepared>
3.3
Documentation

RAG noted that the Guidelines for the working methods of the Radiocommunication Assembly, the Radiocommunication Study Groups and related groups (http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/study-groups/docs/guidelines-155-2-en.doc) contains instructions on the preparation of document contributions and on document availability at meetings, which should be limited in length, with a maximum of ten pages, although a suggestion was made that there should be a five page limitation in the future.

RAG advised the Director to reinforce the application of those guidelines and other practices similar to the measures used for RRC-06 to the forthcoming ITU-R meetings and conferences.

4
Decisions of Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 2006)

Document RAG07-1/7 was introduced highlighting the following subjects: strategic, financial and operational planning; meeting scheduling; budgeting; cost recovery and satellite network filings; use of ITU official languages and terminology; emergency communications; WSIS implementation; observers; Radio Regulations Board; and ITU management. Delegates’ attention was drawn to texts, which invite comments of the RAG such as Resolutions 71, 72, and COM6/7. The attention of the meeting was also drawn to Resolution COM5/5 (Antalya, 2006), which resolves to instructs the Council to examine, i.a., the responsibility, accountability and transparency of the advisory groups. 

4.1
Budgeting

RAG noted Decision 5 (Rev. Antalya, 2006), which indicates the need for preparing a balanced budget for the 2008-2009 biennium, which could overcome the gap between estimated income and projected expenditure.

4.2
Sector Member Observers to Council

RAG noted the modifications adopted by PP-06 to CV60B and the clarifications provided in Resolution COM5/3 (Antalya, 2006) on the participation of observers in conferences and meetings of ITU. As Council Decision 519 remains valid and the modifications to the Convention shall not enter in force before 1.1.2008, ITU-R Sector Member Observers to Council 2007 would need to be selected consistent with the directives set forth by Administrative Circular CA/146. For that purpose, the Chairman of the RAG invited Sector Members to indicate to him their interest in participate to the forthcoming meeting of the Council to be held from 4 to 14 September 2007.

5
Study group activities
5.1
Working methods of the ITU-R Study Groups

Documents RAG7-1/6 (§ 3.1) + Add.2 (Section 1) were introduced covering several issues relating to the working methods.

5.1.1
Resolution ITU-R 1-4

In the light of the issues raised in the submissions by the Director and Document RAG7-1/12 (Japan), RAG decided to establish a Correspondence Group on the review of Resolution ITU-R 1, appointing Mr. W. Luther (USA) as convenor with the announced participation of Canada, France, USA, Japan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Russian Federation and Sweden.
 Interim results of the CG work are expected to be available before 15 June 2007. The CG will report its conclusions to RA-07 through the Director.

5.1.2 
Electronic Document Handling (EDH)

RAG noted the report of the Convenor of the Correspondence Group on Electronic Document Handling (EDH) (Document RAG7-1/2) covering mainly issues relating to on-line registration of delegates and the ITU-R website. RAG concluded that the EDH Correspondence Group should be maintained and that it should establish a closer liaison with the working party of TSAG dealing with electronic working methods.

5.1.2.1
On-line registration of delegates

This RAG meeting was the first ITU-R event using on-line registration based on the Event Delegate Registration System (EDRS) developed by the ITU Information Service (IS) Department. Despite the few inconveniences communicated by some delegates, regarding which the secretariat will take the necessary measures to eliminate problems in the future, the on-line systems was found as proving a substantial improvement toward automation and simplification of the procedures.

RAG advised the Director that the use of focal points for the on-line registration system should not apply to Study Group meetings and those of their subordinate groups (e.g., WPs, TGs.). Some delegations suggested that provisions should be added to flag visa requirements such that the ITU could expedite the preparation of the necessary documents since the on-line submission of the registration form.

5.1.3
Resolution ITU-R 44

RAG noted the report of the Convenor of the Correspondence Group on Resolution ITU-R 44 (Document RAG7-1/11), Dr. A. Hashimoto (Japan), which contains options for the treatment of that resolution. RAG concluded that the most favourable option consisted in the suppression of Resolution ITU-R 44 and the inclusion of the text developed by the CG in Attachment 1 to Document RAG7-1/11 in the Guidelines for the working methods and/or directly into the text of Resolution ITU-R 1-4 (the final decision should be taken in connection with the activities of the CG on Resolution ITU-R 1).

RAG thanked Dr. A. Hashimoto for his efforts and decided to disband the CG.

5.2
ITU-R patent policy; other patent, copyright and trade-mark issues

RAG noted the Director’s Report (§ 3.2 of Document RAG07-1/6) and the updated patent forms published in Administrative Circular CA/164.

Document RAG7-1/5 was introduced which contains the Common Patent Policy developed in collaboration among the international standardization organizations, i.e., ITU, ISO and IEC. Considering that the common policy had already been favourable considered by TSAG and the ITU-R Rapporteur on IPR issues, RAG noted that it would be appropriate to harmonize the patent policies and advised the Director to apply the Common Patent Policy of the annex to Document RAG7-1/5.

Given that the Patent Policy is currently contained in Annex 1 to Resolution ITU-R 1, RAG invited the CG on the review of Resolution ITU-R 1 to consider the most appropriate manner to provide flexibility to future revisions of the Patent Policy in the period between RA’s (e.g., addition of provisions in that sense in Resolution ITU-R 52; addition of a footnote in Annex 1 to Resolution ITU-R 1 authorizing RAG to revise the policy; moving the policy to a non-normative attachment).

5.3
Liaison and collaboration with the ITU-T and ITU-D Sectors and with other Organisations

5.3.1
Liaison and collaboration with ITU-T

Document RAG07-1/6, § 3.3.1 indicated areas of liaison between ITU-R and ITU-T. Short-comings in the mutual awareness of the respective responsibilities of the two Sectors were noted, as was a certain lack of coordination in the organization of workshops and seminars having elements of mutual interest. For its next meeting, RAG requested a report on the various aspects of liaison and coordination between the two Sectors with a view to advising on a mechanism to improve future cooperation and reduce duplication. The Chairman of TSAG made reference to the ITU-T Seminar Coordination Committee (SCC) (http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/scc/index.phtml) suggesting that RAG identify contact points with the SCC to facilitate coordination actions. With reference to the continuity of the ICG-SAT (http://web/ITU-T/othergroups/icg-sat/index.asp), the opinion of the RAG was that this group may no longer be required. 

5.3.2
Liaison and collaboration with ITU-D

RAG noted §3.3.2 of Document RAG07-1/6 that listed significant areas of liaison between the two Sectors. Emphasis was placed on the importance of continuing radiowave propagation studies in the region of the Gulf. The Chairman of TDAG looked forward to a further strengthening of cooperation between ITU-R and ITU-D, supported by advice offered by TDAG.

5.3.3
Liaison and collaboration with other organizations

Document RAG05-1/1, §3.3.3 reported on the successful implementation of Resolution ITU-R 9-2 and its related Guidelines. The document also referred to several liaison activities including those with SFCG (Space Frequency Coordination Group), CISPR, and participation at the 11th meeting of the Global Standards Collaboration meeting (GSC-11) in May/June 2006. A report of the latter was presented in Document RAG07-1/4. The meeting acknowledged the misleading use of the term “ITU-R delegation” with respect to participation at GSC-11 but at the same time RAG strongly endorsed the future participation of the Director BR, or his designated representative(s), and the Chairman of RAG in GSC activities and meetings. RAG also advised the Director BR, in their preparation for GSC meetings to consult with the Director BDT in order to take into account the interests of developing countries. In a similar vein, participation by BR in meetings of 3GPP and 3GPP2 was encouraged, given the importance and relevance of these groups to the work of ITU-R Study Group 8.

6
Preparation for RA-07

As regards RA-07, RAG was informed of the recent dispatch of Circular letter CACE/404 announcing the Assembly and containing a possible committee structure. Section II to Addendum 2 to Document RAG07-1/6 contains some thoughts relating to organizational aspects for RA-07, particularly in the light of its expected heavy workload to be undertaken within just 5 days. The possibility of combining Committee 4 (Structure and work programme) and Committee 5 (Working methods) was discussed, as was an alternative suggestion to treat the work programme in a separate group. RAG requested administrations to submit suggestions on such organizational aspects to BR. As concerns the production of summary records, it was suggested that a Rapporteur from the membership might be assigned for the task, assisted by the Secretariat. In any event, it was requested that any statements from Administrations intended for summary records be made available to the Secretariat as soon as possible after the plenary at which they were made. Section III to Addendum 2 contains a simple review of ITU-R Resolutions with indications as to their likely outcome at RA-07. Following remarks on several of them, RAG decided to establish a Correspondence Group (convener Mr. Robin Haines, (USA)) with the terms of reference to review all ITU-R Resolutions, with the exception of Resolution ITU-R 1-4 and those Resolutions falling under the specific purview of the Study Groups
.

Document RAG07-1/8 (Italy) proposing to extend of the term of office of Study Group chairmen and vice-chairmen at RA-07 was not supported. The suggestion was made however that, in future, officers might give consideration to the possibility of interleaving their terms in office in order to limit the number retiring at any one time. 

Document RAG07-1/18 (USA) proposed modifications to Resolution ITU-R 15-3. The proposed new resolves 6 (indicating that periods in office were independent of the Study Group concerned) was not supported. However, RAG recognized the existing conflict between the current text of the Resolution and that contained in CV244 with respect to the vacant positions in mid-term. Further consideration would be given to revising the Resolution through the Correspondence Group on Resolutions referred to above.

Documents RAG07-1/9 (Chairman, SG 6), RAG07-1/13 (CBS), RAG07-1/14 (NABA) were presented, all referring to the current terms of reference of Study Group 6, and expressing support for the need to study the broadcasting service on an end-to-end basis in consideration of any future Study Group structure.

Document RAG07-1/10 (IARU) was supported by RAG, recommending the need the treat the amateur and the amateur-satellite services together in any future structure.

Document RAG07-1/15 (WMO) was supported by RAG, recommending that studies on meteorological radars be kept with those on other radar systems.

Document RAG07-1/16 (Chairman, WP 8F) was presented containing information and statistics on the work of Working Party 8F.

Document RAG07-1/20 (Canada) proposed that Study Groups be scheduled to meet in the same time period and conducted under a consolidated agenda. RAG agreed that the idea would be more appropriately discussed in a future meeting of the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen.

7
Preparation for WRC-07 and other related issues

A summary of the preparatory activities was presented in Document RAG07-1/6, § 5. Additional information on the preparations for CPM-07 was given by the CPM Chairman. 

RAG noted that BR was finalizing arrangements, in coordination with ATU, for an information meeting on WRC-07 for African countries. RAG advised the Director to consider the following objectives in preparing for this meeting: provide detailed explanations of the results of CPM-07 to assist participating countries in the formulation of their proposals, provide information on the views of other regional groups, coordinate the dates with the African preparatory process.

RAG’s attention was drawn to the following forthcoming preparatory meetings for WRC-07:

- ATU African Information Meeting on the 2nd Conference Preparatory Meeting (CPM07-2) of the 2007 World Racommunication Conference (WRC-07), 29 to 31 January 2007, Yaoundé, Cameroon.

- The 5th APT Conference Preparatory Group Meeting for WRC-2007 (APG2007-5), 16 - 21 July 2007, Busan, Republic of Korea.
- CAPTEF Seminar on WRC-07, 12-13 February 2007, Paris, France.

- RCC Commissions meeting, 1st week of April 2007, Bishkek, Kirghizstan.
Document RAG07-1/1 presented the results of the initial study on the general review of WRC Resolutions and Recommendations and was submitted to RAG for comment based on the implementation of Resolution 95 (Rev. WRC-03). The CPM Chairman noted that this document was also submitted to the CPM (Document CPM07-1/3) when there’ll be the opportunity for further review.

8
RRC-06 post-conference activities

RAG noted Document RAG05-1/3 on the status report on post-conference activities resulting from the decisions of RRC-06. It was noted that the RRB approved in December 2006 the Rules of Procedure relating to the revised ST61 Agreement, the revised GE89 Agreement and the GE06 Agreement. RAG also noted the cost implications of the RRC-06 decisions, which were expected to be considered in the preparation of the 2008-09 biennium budget.
Opinion was expressed that the submissions under the GE06 Agreement should be subjected to cost-recovery principles. However, strong concerns were expressed about the feasibility of implementing such approach with respect to submissions governed by regional agreements, as some issues, such as free entitlement and consequences due to non-payment, may require a revision of all regional agreements by competent conferences. 

9
BR Seminars

The Director informed that the United Arab Emirates had kindly offered to host in Abu Dhabi the BR Regional Seminar for the Arab Region planned for the 2nd quarter of 2007. Discussions about the agenda, exact venue, and dates were ongoing. Suggestions were made to include in the programme items on RRC-06 results, and implementation and preparations for WRC-07.

10
ITU-R strategic, operational and financial planning

RAG reviewed the draft Operational Plan for the 2007-2010 timeframe…
11
Date of next meeting

The next RAG meeting was scheduled for 6-8 February 2008 in Geneva. 

12
Any other business

The Director presented statistics on ITU-R Sector Members and Associates for the 2001-2006 period (Document RAG07-1/23).

RAG participants observed a minute of silence in the memory of Professor I. Stojanovic who chaired WARC-ORB-85 and WARC-ORB-88 as well as the CCIR Assembly in Dubrovnik, 1986 and passed away on 23 January 2007. The Director, followed by the delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran, paid tribute to the eminent expert and human being and expressed his deepest grief for the loss of Prof. Stojanovic, which, in his words, was not only a loss for him but to the whole telecommunications community. The Director was invited to send condolences to his family and to his administration on behalf of RAG participants. 
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