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1
Introduction

This report is intended to provide status reports and background information on some of the issues that are on the provisional agenda for the 14th meeting of RAG to assist the meeting in considering the relevant agenda items.

The report is structured according to the items on the provisional agenda. Separate reports will be submitted for some of the agenda items.

2
Relevant decisions of Council-06 (agenda item 3)

This section covers the decisions of the April 2006 session of the Council. The results of the final meeting of Council-06 (Antalya, 4 November 2006) will be reported separately.

2.1
Satellite network filing cost recovery (SNF)

Council-05 approved revisions to Decision 482 on the implementation of cost recovery for satellite network filings and also three Decisions, namely Decision 531, Decision 532 and Decision 534, on additional correctives measures regarding the application of Decision 482 to satellite network filings during the 2002-2005 period. 

The corrective measures for the 2004-2005 biennium were implemented. For the application of the corrective measures to invoices issued in 2002-2003, due to the closure of the accounts for that period, Council-06 adopted Decision 539 (Council, 2006), which decided “to instruct the Secretary-General to transmit to the 2006 Plenipotentiary Conference the relevant matters relating to the implementation of cost recovery for satellite network filings (Council-05 Decisions 531, 532, and 534) for which invoices were issued during the 2002-2003 period, and which were subject to actions by Council-05.” 

The Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 2006) (PP-06) adopted Decision COM6/1 implementing the corrective measures set forth in the Council-05 Decisions 531, 532 and 534 and in the RRB decision (41st meeting, Geneva, 4-8 September 2006) in respect of invoices issued for the 2002‑

2003 period. PP-06 also decided to withdraw the amount of CHF 6 204 956.40, corresponding to the above decisions, from the Reserve Account, noting, however, that Decision 5 (Rev. Antalya, 2006) of this conference requires that in no circumstances should the Reserve Account be reduced below three per cent as a result of the present decision.

PP-06 had also in-depth discussions on the issue of non-payment of cost-recovery fees related to satellite network filings cancelled as a result of this non-payment in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Radio Regulations. Different options were considered, including the recalculation of cost-recovery fees of the satellite network filings cancelled as a result of non-payment based on the revised mechanism for cost recovery now included in Decision 482 (Council-05) or the cancellation of the unpaid cost-recovery invoices. PP-06 could not take any decision on this issue and decided to send back the matter to Council.

2.2
Use of languages

The Council Working Group on languages
 presented a progress report to Council 2006; the main conclusions by the WG are summarized in the following.

2.2.1
Use of six languages

Recognizing the fact that full equality of the six languages was relatively recent, and acknowledging the budgetary constraints, the WG considered that the arrangements put forward by the advisory groups and the secretariat, on which the 2006-2007 budget was based, were acceptable for the biennium. However, the WG recommended that the advisory groups and the General Secretariat should continue evaluating the use of languages (interpretation and translation), and make any appropriate proposals to Council-07 based on their evaluation. 

2.2.2
Publication

Based on a recommendation by the WG, Council-06 instructed the secretariat to carry out a comprehensive study and analysis of editing in ITU. The study, the conclusions of which should be reported to Council‑07, should identify the current structures, work flows and resources, in particular any differences in treatment of the six languages, any overlap or duplication, and potential for synergies, and put forward options, with related cost figures, for implementing the technical editing function in the six languages.

As a result, the Bureau has established a post of Engineer-Editor (Vacancy Notice 19-2006) in the Informatics, Administration and Publications Department (IAP), to be responsible for technical editing and quality assurance of original texts in English and French versions of texts published by BR, to ensure clarity, accuracy and use of the appropriate terminology. In addition, the Bureau has suppressed editing of Spanish texts, keeping the usual editing of English and French, assuming that editing of the other languages is undertaken by the Conference and Publication Department of the General Secretariat.

2.2.3 Terminology database

The WG emphasized the importance of expediting completion of the current work on the two terminology databases (TERMITE 6L and combined ITU-R and ITU-T database), in the six languages; based on a recommendation by the WG, Council-06 instructed the Secretary-General to develop, as a matter of priority, a project to proceed with the unification of the two databases into a centralized system, indicating the associated resource requirements and completion date.

In a subsequent action, the Secretary-General has set up in September 2006 an intersectoral project on ITU terminology databases, which will produce a report to be submitted to Council-07. 

2.2.4
Documentation

With regard to page limits, attention was drawn to the excellent progress made in all areas of reducing the volume and cost of documentation, through the membership’s and secretariat’s diligent implementation of Resolution 104 (Minneapolis, 1998) on the subject; the secretariat indeed considers this task as an ongoing operational requirement, and is consistently looking to introduce new and better measures. The WG recommended that the Sector advisory groups and the General Secretariat keep this matter under constant review with the aim of reducing the number and length of documents.

It is noted that in order to reduce documentation costs during RRC-06, a maximum of three sets of paper copies of the documents, which had already been mailed, were made available to each administration. During the conference, documents were distributed in paper form on an “as requested” basis.
2.3
Calendar of events

Council-06 decided on the following new dates for RA-07 and WRC-07, respectively: 15‑19 October 2007 and 22 October - 16 November 2007. These dates were finally confirmed following the successful result of the Member State’s consultation.

3
Issues related to study group activities (agenda items 4.1 to 4.3)

3.1
Working methods of the ITU-R study groups (agenda item 4.1)

A revised version of the “Guidelines for the working methods…” was issued in January 2006, taking into account the advice of RAG-05. In this respect, the Bureau has been paying close attention to the strict deadlines adopted for contributions to meetings of all ITU-R groups.

With the aid of BR/SGD Counsellors, the study groups have been putting into practice the “Guidelines for the implementation of Resolution ITU-R 44” which were agreed at RAG-05. In particular, when reviewing the Recommendations for which they are responsible, the study groups have paid attention to those for which no revision has been made for 10-15 years. However, in observing the proceedings of recent meetings of the study groups, there is evidence to suggest that Resolution ITU-R 44 has essentially served its purpose and that such a Resolution, covering editorial aspects of ITU-R Recommendations, is no longer needed. Instead, it might prove more efficient for the ideas covered by Resolution ITU-R 44 to be incorporated into Resolution ITU-R 1 and/or the Working Guidelines. It should be noted that the RAG Correspondence Group on Resolution ITU-R 44 has developed some proposals, contained in a separate document.

Regarding EDH matters, the report of the RAG Correspondence Group on EDH is contained in Document RAG07-1/2. It is noted that, as of October 2006, all pages of the ITU-R website item “Information/Circulars” have been migrated to the six languages and that more than 200 pages (1 200 in the six languages) of the ITU-R website are available in the six languages. 

Online registration has been introduced for RAG-07 and for CPM07-2. Discussions continue with the IS Department regarding the special requirements for online registration for all meetings associated with study group activities.

3.2
ITU-R patent policy; other patent, copyright and trademark issues (agenda item 4.2)

RAG-05 was informed of new forms used for the submission of patent statements and licensing declarations to ITU-R issued in Administrative Circular CA/148 (15 April 2005), the forms having been aligned with those used in ITU-T. Subsequent collaboration with the ISO and IEC has led to further revision of the forms that are now aligned amongst the four entities in question (ITU-R, ITU-T, ISO, IEC). The use of the latest forms was announced in Administration Circular CA/164 (3 October 2006). 

Further collaborative discussions have involved the development of a Common Patent Policy that has been officially approved by ITU-T, ISO and IEC, and on which ITU-R approval is expected following endorsement by RAG-07 – see Document RAG07-1/5. Collaboration is underway with the four entities on the development of Common Patent Guidelines. The development of a Common Patent Database between ITU-R and ITU-T is also being explored.

3.3
Liaison and collaboration with the ITU-T and ITU-D Sectors and with other organizations (agenda item 4.3)

3.3.1
Liaison and collaboration with ITU-T

Contact has continued to be maintained with the TSB and with work of mutual interest to ITU-R and ITU-T. Notable topics include joint studies on NGN by ITU-R SG 4 and ITU-T SG 13, and aspects of mobility, which bring together the studies of ITU-R SG 8 and ITU-T SG 19. Coordination has also been evident in the field of disaster and emergency communications that has become a priority topic for ITU. Other areas of liaison are:

•
Access Network Transport Standards between ITU-R SGs 4, 8 and 9 and ITU-T SG 15
•
Video coding, packet video transmission, interactive TV, IPTV and cable TV issues between ITU-R SG 6 and ITU-T SGs 9 and 16
•
Electronic News Gathering (ENG) studies in ITU-R SGs 6, 8 and 9, which are of interest to ITU-T SG 9. 

There is perhaps room for increased mutual awareness of the responsibilities and terms of reference of the two Sectors, especially where overlap and duplication may occur. Examples of potentially overlapping subjects lie in the area of multimedia where one can identify topics covered by ITU-R having little or no radio content. In other cases, there are radiocommunication matters being addressed by ITU-T. In general, topics of common or overlapping interest are well known and this fact engenders healthy liaison between the Sectors, which helps to minimize duplication. 

Similar concerns can be expressed regarding ITU-T workshops and seminars that often contain significant radiocommunication aspects but, for one reason or another, will have neither a BR nor an ITU-R expert participating. This highlights the need for improved coordination between the two Sectors. Although BR engineers participate in meetings of ICG-SAT (last meeting in April 2005), the reasons for maintaining this group are unclear, especially under an ITU-T umbrella.

As in the past, BR has monitored the activities of TSAG and in particular the ad hoc group on IPR, (see § 3.2).

3.3.2
Liaison and collaboration with ITU-D

Close contact has continued with the BDT and with work of mutual interest to the ITU-R and ITU‑D Sectors. BR has participated in the relevant meetings of the ITU-D study groups, Rapporteur Groups and TDAG, where liaison activities involve the topics of spectrum management, digital broadcasting and migration from analogue systems, transition towards and implementation of IMT‑2000 and systems beyond, and broadband wireless access technologies. This is in addition to the collaboration undertaken through ITU-D Question 9-2/2 that calls for the identification of study topics in ITU-R (and ITU-T) considered of particular interest to developing countries.

More recently, ITU-R SG 7 has liaised with ITU-D SG 2 on studies related to ITU-D Question 22/2 on the utilization of ICT for disaster management and active and passive space-based sensing systems as they apply to disaster prediction, detection and mitigation. 

In response to requests from BDT, experts from ITU-R and BR participate to the extent possible in ITU-D seminars and workshops. Recent events have involved the topics of spectrum monitoring, fixed/mobile convergence and new network architectures, broadband wireless access, and regional satellite radiocommunication systems and digital broadcasting. 

Within the framework of Resolution ITU-R 11-3 (Development of an upgraded spectrum management system), BR has been involved with the design, testing and training associated with the software SMS4DC (Spectrum Management System for Developing Countries), with advice provided on the use of relevant ITU-R Recommendations.

BR, together with experts in Study Group 3, continues to monitor the progress of propagation studies in the Gulf and other regions subject to extreme propagation conditions.

With the needs of developing countries always in mind, the production of Handbooks continues to be viewed as a major aspect of the work within the ITU-R study groups. In this respect, recent publications have included revisions to the Handbooks on National Spectrum Management and Computer-Aided Techniques for Spectrum Management, Volume 4 to the Land Mobile Handbook, Supplements to the MSS Handbook, as well as an ITU-R Special Supplement on Emergency and Disaster Relief.

3.3.3
Liaison and collaboration with other organizations

Collaboration with other organizations has continued satisfactorily in accordance with Resolution ITU-R 9-2 and the associated Guidelines. In this respect, it can be noted that the established procedures have facilitated the normative referencing of, and access to, the Standards of other bodies in connection with the development of ITU-R Recommendations, of which there have been several examples over the past year or so.

Study Group 1 continues its liaison and collaboration with the International Special Committee on Radio Interference (CISPR) of the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), on issues such as radio interference from non-radio sources.
Study Group 7 actively cooperates with the Space Frequency Coordination Group (SFCG), which consists of representatives of all national and international space agencies and organizations operating SRS and EESS systems (including meteorological). SFCG discusses operational aspects and the future development of space systems belonging to space science services and prepares proposals for administrations concerning their possible position at Working Parties of Study Group 7, CPM and WRC.

ITU-R representatives (SG 7) also regularly participate in the work of the WMO Steering Group on Radio Frequency Coordination (SG-RFC) which is responsible for the preparation of WMO contributions to CPM and WRC, as well as to SG 7 (and its Working Parties), including the ITU/WMO Handbook “Use of Radio Spectrum for Meteorology”.

An ITU-R delegation participated in the 11th meeting of the Global Standards Collaboration (GSC‑11) (Chicago, 28 May - 2 June 2006) of which an account is contained in an information document submitted to RAG-07.

BR also continues its participation to UN COPUOS meetings, including meetings on the International Committee on Global Navigation Satellite Systems.

4
RRC-06 post-conference activities
This issue is covered in Document RAG07-1/3.

5
Preparations for RA-07 and WRC-07 and other related issues (agenda item 6)

RA-07 is scheduled from 15 to 19 October 2007. In July 2006, Administrative Circular CA/161 was issued to remind the ITU-R membership of its commitment to address the matter of study group structure at RA-07, at the same time emphasizing the importance that the future structure be commensurate with current radiocommunication technologies.
Preparations for CPM07-2 have been undertaken in accordance with the results of the first meeting, CPM06-1, as contained in Administrative Circular CA/128 + Addenda 1-4. CPM-07 will be held from 19 February to 2 March 2007, the announcement for which was contained in Administrative Circular CA/159 (26 June 2006) + Addendum 1 (5 October 2006). 

During August-September 2006, final meetings were held of the “responsible groups” for draft CPM texts that were subsequently used to compile the draft CPM Report at a meeting of the CPM Steering Group (+ chairmen of responsible groups), held 25-29 September 2006. The English version of the draft CPM Report was available on the ITU-R website (as Document CPM07-2/1) five days later. Extracts from the draft CPM Report on regulatory/procedural matters were prepared as a document to the Special Committee for its meeting 4-8 December 2006. The Report from the SC is available as Document CPM07-2/2. 

In accordance with Resolution 95 (Rev.WRC-03), a general review of Resolutions and Recommendations of previous WARCs/WRCs has been initiated by BR and is presented to RAG for advice, (see Document RAG07-1/1). The review also reports on ITU-R studies in response to Resolutions and Recommendations from previous conferences, which are not on the agenda of forthcoming conferences. The review, together with results of this consultation with RAG-07, is also being submitted to CPM07-2.

In connection with WRC-07 agenda item 7.1, and following a request from CPM-06, a preliminary version of the Director’s Report to WRC-07 has been prepared for submission to CPM-07.

BR staff has been participating in regional preparatory meetings for WRC-07, especially in CEPT, CITEL and APT groups, as well as in the IMO meetings (including the very active participation in the Joint IMO/ITU Joint Experts Group on WRC-07 matters).

Information meetings on WRC-07 are planned for 2007, with priority to African countries.

In accordance with Council resolution 1141, paper copies of preparatory documents to be dispatched before the beginning of the conference shall be limited to five copies per Member State and one copy per Sector Member. It is envisaged that, as for the last WRC, paper copies of documents produced during the conference shall be subject to the same limitations. A list of recipients shall be established by the secretariat. On the opening day, all participants will receive one CD-ROM containing input documents received by a given deadline and, on the closing day, one CD-ROM containing all working and output documents produced during the conference.
6
Draft Operational Plan for 2007-2010 (agenda item 7)

The draft Operational Plan for the period 2007-2010 is available at 
http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/information/plans/index.html for consideration of the RAG. This plan is structured in a result-based way so as to ensure a complete linkage with the budget and other financial tools of the Union. It also addresses the strategic aspects of the ITU-R and provides appropriate linkage with the strategic plan of ITU.

7
Financial framework for the preparation of the draft budget 2008-2009 
(agenda item 8)

The draft financial plan for the 2008-2011 time-frame included the original planned expenditure for the Radiocommunication Sector for an amount of CHF 138.7 millions of which CHF 68.1 millions for 2008-2009. Since then, the Plenipotentiary Conference has approved Decision 5 and its annexes, leading to an overall reduction of expenditure in the magnitude of CHF 39 million for the overall ITU for the concerned time-frame.

Therefore, it is to be envisaged that the original planned expenditure for the 2008-2009 period as detailed in the table below, would have to be reduced so as to cope with the limited level of resources approved by the Plenipotentiary Conference 2006.

	
	CHF (000)

	
	2008
	2009

	World radiocommunication conferences
	0
	0

	Radiocommunication assemblies
	0
	0

	Radio Regulations Board
	635 707
	635 707

	Radiocommunication Advisory Group
	65 184
	65 184

	Study group meetings
	996 055
	996 055

	Activities and programmes
	1 299 379
	1 299 379

	Seminars
	222 583
	205 743

	Bureau
	31 029 580
	30 617 889

	Total
	34 248 488
	33 819 957


The Radiocommunication Bureau was and still is already operating at a minimum level of resources. Thus, the reductions that would have to be applied to this minimum level would considerably impact the implementation of the outputs and activity programme of the ITU-R for this period.

______________







� 	As updated by PP-06 decisions.


� 	Established by Resolution � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/md/meetingdoc.asp?type=sitems&lang=e&parent=S05-CL-C-0087" ��1238� to review various proposals and implementation of provisional measures including those already considered by the RAG regarding the use of the six official and working languages of the Union.
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