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	English only

	Director, Radiocommunication Bureau

	Collaboration with UN office for outer space affairs (OOSA) 


BR is continuing its fruitful collaboration with the UN Office for Outer Space Affairs (OOSA), initiated in 1992, as observer/advisor to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS), particularly in its Scientific and Technical Subcommittee (STS). 

In this regard, the Bureau would like to draw the attention of RAG to the UN General Assembly Resolution 59/2 (§11) inviting Radionavigation Satellite Service (RNSS) providers and augmentation RNSS providers (additional terrestrial or GSO satellite systems providing RNSS signal correction to improve position accuracy, data availability and integrity) to consider establishing an International Committee on Global Navigation Satellite Systems (ICG) to promote the use of Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) infrastructure on a global basis and to facilitate exchange of information. The objectives of the Committee would be to facilitate the exchange of information among users and providers of GNSS services with the view to promoting GNSS applications on a global basis, whilst respecting the roles and functions of GNSS providers and intergovernmental bodies, such as the ITU. The ICG is expected to be established on its first meeting on 1-2 December 2005 in Vienna, Austria with the OOSA acting eventually as an organizer and focal point for specific meetings and activities of the ICG.

 Draft terms of reference of the proposed ICG indicate that relevant United Nations organizations including the ITU are eligible for membership or observer status in the ICG. 

Copy of the draft Terms of Reference of the proposed ICG is attached.
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i

Dear Mr. Utsumi,

United Nations International Meeting for the E%g‘i%ﬁfs’ t@nt of the
International Committee on Global Navigation Satellite Systems (ICG)

(Vienna, 1 — 2 December 2005)

Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) constitute one of the most promising space
applications that can be used to implement the recommendations of the Third United Nations Conference
on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE I11, 1999). The resolution “The Space
Millennium: Vienna Declaration on Space and Human Development”, adopted by UNISPACE III (ref :
A/59/174), recommended, inter alia, the use of space applications for human security and development,
particularly to improve the efficiency and security of transport, search and rescue, geodesy and other
activities by promoting the enhancement of universal access to and compatibility of space-based navigation
and positioning systems.

The Action Team on GNSS, established by the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space (COPUOS) under the leadership of the United States of America and Italy to implement the
above recommendation, presented its final report to the COPUOS in 2004. The Action Team
recommended, among other things, that an international committee on GNSS (ICG) should be
established to promote the use of GNSS infrastructure on a global basis and to facilitate exchange of
mformation. COPUOS included this recommendation in the Plan of Action proposed in its report to the
General Assembly on the review of the implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE III. The
General Assembly endorsed the Plan of Action in its resolution 59/2. In the same resolution, the General
Assembly invited GNSS and augmentation system providers to consider establishing the ICG in order to
maximize the benefits of the use and applications of GNSS to support sustainable development.

Since 2001, the Office for Outer Space Affairs (OOSA) has organized a number of regional
workshops and international meetings to promote the use of GNSS and, in the latest of these events, to
develop the draft Terms of Reference (TOR) for a possible ICG.

Mr. Yoshio Utsumi

Secretary-General

International Telecommunication Union (ITU)
Place de Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 20
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Fax: +41 22 730 5137 @Q( Al o
%W\\mc VL\@ Tlown o
qgﬁj\@ﬁ/‘«'\> {9.[0,2991//




[image: image3.png]The attached draft TOR for ICG were developed by a group of representatives of GNSS and
augmentation system providers and of international user groups who met in Vienna in December 2004,
March 2005, and June 2005. I am honored to have been asked by this same group to chair the above-
referenced International Meeting. OOSA expects to continue actively supporting the ICG as an observer.
When requested, OOSA may also act as an organizer and focal point for specific meetings and activities of
ICG.

As an important representative of the GNSS user community we consider it important that your
organization is represented in the ICG. It is therefore my pleasure to invite the Intermational
Telecommunication Union (ITU) to participate in the aforementioned International Meeting where the
ICG will be established. The provisional agenda for the International Meeting is attached for your
information. This Meeting will provide the opportunity to make brief statements regarding your
organization’s role in GNSS and expectations for the future work of ICG, as well as any comments
regarding the draft Terms of Reference. Itis my expectation that participants should reach ad referendum
agreement on the draft at this meeting, if not final agreement. Additional information regarding the
International Meeting will be provided in due course.

I'look forward to working with you to make the ICG meeting a successful event.

Yours sincerely,

5}%{\6 @Wadéc @

Sergio Camacho-Lara
Director
Office for Outer Space Affairs
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Provisional Agenda
United Nations International Meeting for the Establishment of the

International Committee on Global Navigation Satellite Systems (ICG)
Inaugural Meeting

. Opening and Welcome Remarks

. Introduction of the Participants

. Chairmanship

. Adoption of Agenda

Scope and Purpose of the ICG

a) Review of ICG establishment and draft Terms of Reference (TOR)
b) Participants role in GNSS and their expectations for the ICG

Commencement of Work Plan
A. GNSS Compatibility and Interoperability

Perspectives on Compatibility and Interoperability [to include system
status from major service providers, short PowerPoint presentations, 20

min. |
B. Recommendations to promote member coordination and communications
C. Status of GNSS projects and regional workshops
D. GNSS Spectrum Protection — regional and national awareness
E. GNSS Information Portal
F. Calendar of events
. ICG TOR

A. Introduction of TOR

Structure
Financing
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B. Comments by participants
C. Committee adoption of the Terms of Reference
D, Confirmation of Members and Observers

Participants will be asked to confirm their preferred status, either as
Members or Observers

8. Review and adoption of the Joint Statement
9. Future Work

a) Tentative schedule of work and next meeting (COPUOS)
b) Working Group on Structure and Financing

10. Adjournment
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Draft Terms of Reference of a proposed International Committee
on
Global Navigation Satellite Systems

Background

1. GNSS have evolved from an early period of limited programmes to a point where a
number of systems and their augmentations are operating or planned. In the future, a number of
international and national programmes will operate simultaneously and support a broad range of
terdisciplinary and international activities. Discussions taking place at national, regional and
international levels have underscored the value of GNSS for a variety of applications. The
emergence of new GNSS and regional augmentations has focused attention on the need for the
coordination of programme plans among current and future operators in order to enhance the
utility of GNSS services.

2. The representatives of GNSS core system providers, GNSS augmentation providers and
the international organizations primarily associated with the use of GNSS and representatives of
international projects in developing countries,

3. Aware of the overlap of GNSS mission objectives and of the interdisciplinary
applications of GNSS services;

4. Recognizing the advantages of ongoing communication and cooperation among operators
and users of GNSS and their augmentations;

5. Recognizing the need to protect the investment of the current user base of GNSS services
through the continuation of existing services;

6. Aware that the complexity and cost of user equipment should be reduced whenever
possible;

7. Convinced that GNSS providers should pursue greater compatibility and interoperability
among all current and future systems in terms of spectrum, signal structures, time and geodetic
reference standards to the maximum extent possible;

8. Desiring to promote the international growth and potential benefits of GNSS ;

9. Noting that UN General Assembly Resolution 59/2 (paragraph 11) invites GNSS and
augmentation providers to consider establishing an international committee on GNSS in order to
maximize the benefits of the use and applications of GNSS to support sustamable development;
and

10.  Have Agreed to establish the International Committee on GNSS (ICG) for the purpose of
promoting the use and application of GNSS on a global basis.

Objectives

11. The objectives of the Committee are to:

(a) Benefit users of GNSS services through consultations among members of the
Committee;

(b) Encourage coordination among providers of GNSS core systems and augmentations
in order to ensure greater compatibility and interoperability;
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(c) Encourage and promote the introduction and utilization of satellite positioning,
navigation, and timing services, particularly in the developing countries through assistance
with the integration of GNSS services into their infrastructures;

(d) Assist both the members of the Committee and the international user community by,
inter alia, serving as the focal point for international information exchange related to GNSS
activities,  respecting the roles and functions of GNSS service providers and
intergovernmental bodies such as the International Telecommunication Union (ITU),
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and the International Maritime
Organization (IMO);.

(e) Better address future user needs in the GNSS development plans and applications;
and;

(f) As desirable and appropriate, report its activities to the United Nations Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS).

These objectives will be accomplished by indicative work plan as suggested in Annex 1.
Members and Observers

12. National or international entities that are responsible for GNSS and their augmentations
operating under governmental authority or are involved in implementing or promoting GNSS
services and applications and that are eligible for membership or observer status in the
Committee are:

(a)  Current and future core system providers such as, GPS (United States), GLONASS
(Russian Federation) and Galileo (European Union);

(b)  Current and future regional or augmentation system providers such as, GAGAN (India),
EGNOS (European Union), WAAS (United States), MSAS/QZSS (Japan), Beidou (China),
NigComsat-1 SBAS (Nigerian Communication Satellite Space Base Augmentation System,
Nigeria) and other compatible systems;

(¢)  Relevant United Nations organizations such as [CAO, IMO, ITU and the Office for Outer
Space Affairs.

(d)  Other international and regional organizations and associations dealing with GNSS
services and applications that are potential members or observers could include the Civil GPS
Service Interface Committee (CGSIC), International Association of Geodesy (IAG),
International Association of Institutes of Navigation (IAIN), International Cartographic
Association (ICA), International GNSS Service (IGS, formerly International GPS Service),
International Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ISPRS), International Earth
Rotation and Reference Systems Service (IERS), International Federation of Surveyors (FIG),
Committee on Space Research (COSPAR), International Scientific Council (ICSU), Bureau of
Intemational Weights and Measures (BIPM), and interested space agencies.

13. The Committee will make decisions by consensus of the members. Observers will
provide advice when requested, monitor the work of the Committee and report back to their own
organizations. (Observers are also not expected to host meetings or provide support to a
permanent Secretariat that may be established to support the Committee.) The addition of
members and observers will be with the consensus of members of the Committee.
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Procedures (or method) of Work

14, The Committee will convene at least once every year in plenary sessions. Meetings of the
Committee will be organized and chaired by the designated host. Each member should
designate 1its principal and its point of contact. Any change to the principals or points of contact
should be communicated to the chairperson of the Committee.

15.  The Committee may establish, as mutually agreed and on an ad hoc basis working groups
to investigate specific area of interest, cooperation and coordination and to report at subsequent
plenary sessions. Continuation of each ad hoc Working Group requires confirmation at each
plenary session.

16. Recommendations resulting from the plenary sessions, or the findings and
recommendations of ad hoc Working Groups will be decided on the basis of consensus, and do

not create legal obligations.

17. The Committee may revise these terms of reference on the basis of proposals made by
members and adopted by consensus.

ICG Structure

18. (TBD - The proposed structure for an ICG could consist of a Chairperson, Member
Board, Executive Secretariat, and Ad Hoc Working Groups.)

ICG Financing
19.  (ITBD - Contribution for: i) permanent work of the ICG secretariat; and ii)

implementation of recommendations. Members could provide financial or in kind support for
the ICG)
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