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Background

Vide Resolution 109, the 2002 Plenipotentiary Conference decided to review and consolidate provisions regarding observers, in particular, the admission of Sector Members as observers at meetings of the ITU Council, subject to certain norms. To facilitate this process, provision CV60B was added to the Convention. 

In June 2004, the Council adopted a decision (Decision 519) on this issue, deciding to admit observers representing Sector Members, on a provisional basis and on the basis of several criteria. It was decided that each of the ITU Sector Advisory Groups should nominate up to three Sector Members to attend Council as observers representing the Sector Members of that Sector and that the nominations should be arrived at through consultations.

Broadcasting Sector

The broadcasting sector comprises the largest component of the telecommunication industry.  TV and radio audiences represent a very high percentage of the global population. 

Development of broadcasting itself will facilitate easy access to information and social communication to those communities which are otherwise disadvantaged. Content creation, a core competency of broadcasters, is gainfully employed for social and economic development of communities the world over. The developmental role played by the broadcasting sector is crucial and needs to be supported. 

The ABU, a Sector member of ITU-D and ITU-R, is a professional association of broadcasting organizations, currently having 102 members and 32 affiliates. There are eight broadcasting unions in the world representing the broadcasting sector. All the eight broadcasting unions are members of a global organization - World Broadcasting Unions(. The Technical Committee of the World Broadcasting Unions (WBU-TC), a Sector Member of the ITU, deals with technical issues pertaining to the broadcasting sector. Thus the WBU-TC represents the broadcasting industry as a whole in matters of technical development and would be the most appropriate body to represent them at the ITU Council.

A Decision adopted in this regard by the ABU Technical Committee is attached (see Annex) to this document for information.

ABU Proposals 

1. 
Sector Members of major sectors in the radiocommunication industry, such as broadcasting and telecommunications, should be given representation on the ITU Council as observers. Industry representation should be included among the criteria for selection of Sector Member representatives to the Council. 

2. 
Considering the decisive contribution made by the broadcasting industry as an engine of development, as a major player in the radiocommunication industry and as a major user of the radio frequency spectrum, one representative of the broadcasting industry be appointed as a Sector Member representative at the Council. 

3.

In implementing the above, the Technical Committee of the World Broadcasting Unions (WBU-TC), representing all the eight broadcasting Unions of the world, be invited to represent the broadcasting sector at the ITU Council. 

Annex

Annex
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ABU Technical Committee

2004 Annual Meeting

20-23 September 2004

DECISION 3/2004

BROADCASTER REPRESENTATION IN ITU COUNCIL

The ABU Technical Committee

Considering

1. that the broadcasting industry is one of the largest components of the telecommunication industry 
2. that TV and radio audiences represent a very high percentage of the global population
3. that broadcasting is an engine of social and economic development, and that this role played by the broadcasting sector needs to be supported 

4. that development of broadcasting itself will facilitate easy access to information and social communication to those communities which are otherwise disadvantaged 

5. that broadcasters are one of the largest users of the radio-frequency spectrum

6. that in 2002, the ITU Plenipotentiary (vide Resolution 109) decided to review and consolidate provisions regarding observers, in particular, the admission of Sector members as observers at meetings of the ITU Council, subject to certain norms and that this process is now underway 
7. that it is very desirable to have representation for the broadcasting industry in the ITU Council

8. that the World Broadcasting Unions-Technical Committee (WBU-TC), which has all the eight broadcasting unions in the world as its members, represents the broadcasting industry as a whole in matters of technical development

9. that WBU-TC, a Sector Member of the ITU, would be the most appropriate body to represent the broadcasters at the ITU Council.

Decides

1. That the ITU be asked to consider providing representation for broadcasting industry as an observer at the ITU Council.

2. That the attached contribution (Annex) be forwarded to Radiocommunication and Development Sectors of the ITU, as appropriate. 

3. That the document in the Annex also be brought to the notice of the APT and other such bodies in the region, seeking their support.

Explanatory Note

For several years, the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) has been considering to bestow more privileges to the Sector members of the Union. This is driven by the fact that the financial contributions of Sector members is far higher than that of the Member States. 

In 2002, the ITU Plenipotentiary (Resolution 109) decided to review and consolidate provisions regarding observers, in particular, the admission of Sector members as observers at meetings of the ITU Council, subject to certain norms. To make this happen, provision CV60B was added to the Convention. The Council is the decision making body which functions between the Plenipotentiary meetings held every four years.  

On the basis of recommendations of one of its working groups, the Council adopted a decision (Decision 519) on this issue at its June 2004 meeting approving the admission of observers representing Sector members, on a provisional basis and on the basis of several criteria, summarised below:

· Each ITU Sector Advisory Group, through consultations, should nominate up to three Sector members to attend Council as observers representing the Sector Members of that Sector. 

· The nominations will take into account factors like geographic distribution, contributions to the Union, categories of Sector Members and commercial affiliation. 

· At the Council 2005 and 2006 sessions, no contributions, either written or oral, shall be permitted by the observers representing Sector Members in Council and associated meetings. 

· The implementation of provisional admission will be reviewed at 2005 session of the Council. 

· The Council extended the mandate of its working group to continue its work and examine issues related to the implementation of the provisional admission of observers representing Sector Members to the Council.

From the above it appears that the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) will handle the process of nominating the three Sector member observers. RAG will hold its next meeting 22-26 November 2004 and this issue will be considered under agenda item 8.1. A similar process will be carried out by the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (T-DAG) at its next meeting from 15-17 December, 2004 under agenda item 13. 

The Technical Committee of the World Broadcasting Unions (WBU-TC), a Sector member of the ITU, deals with technical issues pertaining to the broadcasting sector. Thus the WBU-TC represents the broadcasting industry as a whole in matters of technical development and would be the most appropriate body to represent them at the ITU Council.

The ABU has already presented its views to the Working Group of T-DAG (for its January 2004 meeting) and also to RAG in mid-2004. The former contribution was endorsed and supported by the European Broadcasting Union (EBU). 
____________







( The Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union, Arab States Broadcasting Union, Caribbean Broadcasting Union, European Broadcasting Union, International Association of Broadcasting, North American Broadcasters Association, Organizacion de la Television Iberoamericana and Union of National Radio and Television Organisations of Africa are members of the World Broadcasting Unions.
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