Rules concerning


ARTICLE  S13 of the RR


In reviewing Sections III and IV of Article S13, the Radio Regulations Board noted that modifications were introduced by WRC-97 particularly in relation to the process of considering proposed changes or additions to Rules of Procedure and the opportunity available to administrations to comment on such proposals.


Nos. S13.14 and S13.15 in Section III establish procedures for changes to the Rules of Procedure and a sequence for Board consideration, publication, comment by administrations and possible further review or special study. On the other hand, No. S13.17 in Section IV also refers to preparation of draft modifications or additions to Rules of Procedure.


The Board has concluded that there is a lack of clarity in the procedures to be followed for modifications or additions to Rules of Procedure. It also had regard to the desirability for transparency in considering such proposed modifications or additions.


Accordingly, the Board decided that the following procedures should be followed with respect to the application of Nos. S13.14, S13.15 and S13.17:


a)	Proposals for changes or additions to the Rules of Procedure can emerge from adminis�trations, from the Radiocommunication Bureau, or from the Board itself. Irrespective of the source of proposals, the Board regards No. S13.17 as requiring that the Bureau should prepare draft modifications or additions to the Rules of Procedure arising from such proposals. In the interests of transparency, the Board considers that such drafts should then be made available for a period of normally 45 days for comment by administrations.


b)	The Bureau, in accordance with No. S13.14, shall submit to the Board the final drafts of all proposed changes to the Rules of Procedure, as well as the comments received in response to the procedure in § a) above.


c)	Any need pursuant to No. S13.15, for a special study in relation to the Rules of Procedure submitted by an administration or identified by the Board or the Bureau, or the need for any new Rules or modification or addition to the existing Rules of Procedure shall be handled in accordance with the procedure in § a) and b) above.
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