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�
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�
�
To Administrations of Member States of the ITU


Subject:	Need for Additional Search and Rescue Information in Databases Resolution 340(WRC-97)/ 	(COM4-1)


To the Director-General


Dear Sir, 


The World Radiocommmunication Conference (Geneva, 1997) has adopted, inter alia, Resolution 340 (WRC-97), attached to this Circular Letter as Annex 1.


As you are aware, the Global  Maritime Distress and Safety  System (GMDSS) shall be fully implemented by 1st of February 1999. In order to support and facilitate search and rescue activities in the GMDSS, this Resolution invites Administrations to consider the incorporation of additional information, as listed in the Resolution, in their national maritime databases and to provide Rescue Coordination Centers immediate access to these databases on a 24-hour per day, 7-day per week basis. The resolution further instructs the Radiocommunication Bureau to consult with Administrations with a view to incorporating these additional information into its maritime services database and to allow Rescue Coordination Centers immediate access to this data base.


The attached Annex 2 contains the list of fields to be included in the new Maritime Information Database. An explanation of the contents of each field is proposed along with the format specification. The online access provided through MARS (Maritime mobile Access and Retrieval System) will initially permit immediate search on the following criteria: Vessel name (field-1), Call-sign of the vessel (field-3) and Maritime Mobile Service Identity assigned to the vessel (field-2).


As requested by Resolution 340(WRC-97), the Bureau would like to be informed on your plans to provide the additional information for incorporation in the data base in accordance No. S20.16 of Article S20 of the simplified Radio Regulations. The Bureau strongly suggests that this information be provided using an electronic media such as diskettes, CD-ROM or e-mail. A more detailed user guide is under preparation and will be made available in the near future.
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The Bureau would also like to have your views on the availability of the additional data. More specifically, should this data be published as part of List V or should access be restricted to Rescue Coordination Centers ?


The Radiocommunication Bureau remains at the disposal of your Administration for any further information regarding the above matters and welcomes suggestions and comments from Administrations in meeting the requirements of Resolution 340 of the World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 1997).


Yours faithfully,


Robert W. Jones


Director, Radiocommunication Bureau


Annexes:  2


Distribution:


-	Administrations of Members of the ITU


-	Members of the Radio Regulations Board
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Annex 1


resolution 340(WRC-97)/(com4-1)


need for additional Search and Rescue �Information in Databases


The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 1997),


noting


a)	that the provisions of No. S20.16 of Article S20 of the simplified Radio Regulations require administrations to notify the Radiocommunication Bureau of ship station characteristics contained in the List of Ship Stations (List V), which currently includes:


	name of ship, call sign, selective call number, country, auxiliary installations, class of ship, nature of service, hours of service, telegraph transmission frequency bands, telephone transmission frequency bands, accounting authority, and remarks (e.g. Inmarsat terminal number, MMSI);


b)	that the provisions of No. S20.15, however, give the Bureau authority to change the content and form of this information in consultation with administrations; and


c)	that administrations and IMO have expressed a need for additional information to be included in search and rescue databases, including:


–	vessel identification number (IMO number or national registration number);


–	name, address and telephone number and, if applicable, telefax number of emergency contact person ashore;


–	alternative 24-hour emergency telephone number;


–	capacity for persons on board (passengers and crew),


resolves


to instruct the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau to begin consultations with administrations with a view to incorporating the information contained in the Annex into the ITU maritime services database,


invites


administrations to consider also the incorporation of that information in their national databases,


instructs the Secretary-General


to communicate this Resolution to the International Maritime Organization.
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ANNEX to Resolution 340(WRC-97)/(COM4-1)


REGISTRATION DATABASE FOR THE GLOBAL�MARITIME DISTRESS AND SAFETY SYSTEM


(See Article S32)


1	All identities used by the GMDSS for identifying vessels in distress shall be registered in accordance with this Annex. Administrations or organizations responsible for assigning these identities shall make suitable arrangements for ensuring registrations of these identities are made and maintained. Administrations shall notify this information to the Radiocommunication Bureau in accordance with No. S20.16.


2	Means shall be provided by the Radiocommunication Bureau and administrations maintaining national databases to allow rescue coordination centres immediate access to this database on a 24�hour per day, 7-day per week basis.


3	Each registration database should include the following information:


1)	vessel name;


2)	Maritime Mobile Service Identity (MMSI);


3)	radio call sign;


4)	EPIRB identification code (if applicable);


5)	country (vessel flag state; may be derived from MMSI and call sign);


6)	vessel identification number (IMO number or national registration number);


7)	brief ship description (type);


8)	name, address, telephone and (if applicable) telefax number of emergency contact person ashore;


9)	alternative 24-hour emergency telephone number;


10)	capacity for persons on board (passengers and crew);


11)	ship's radio installation (Inmarsat A, B, C, M, VHF DSC, etc.); and


12)	Inmarsat ship earth station identities (if applicable).
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ANNEX 2


The database to be established by the Bureau shall contain amongst others the 12 information fields mentioned in the Annex to Resolution 340(WRC-97).


The information in these fields are understood to be as follows:		Note: List V - ITU Service Document - List of Ship Stations


Field�
Field Name�
Reference �
Specifications�
Remarks�
�
�
�
in List V�
Type�
Length�
�
�
1�
Vessel name�
Name of ship�
alpha�numerical�
55�
Refer to point 4.3 of Preface to List V.�
�
2�
Maritime Mobile Service Identity (MMSI)�
MMSI�
numerical�
9�
In accordance with Appendix 43 of the Radio Regulations.�
�
3�
Radio call sign�
Call sign�
alpha�numerical�
7�
Conform to Appendix 42 and the call sign formation of Article 25 of the Radio Regulations.�
�
4�
EPIRB identification code�
�
numerical�
9�
In accordance with the relevant ITU-R Recommendations (M.585-2, M.632-3, M.633-1 and M.693), the identification code for alerting devices of the GMDSS should be normally their respective ship station’s identity, i.e. MMSI.�
�
5�
Vessel flag state�
Country�
character�
3�
This shall be the symbol designating the administration having jurisdiction over the station.�
�
6�
Vessel identification number�
�
numerical�
7�
IMO number or national registration number�
�
7�
Brief ship description�
Class of ship�
character�
3�
The ship classification as in List V (Appendix 1 to Annex 2) is proposed, as appropriate, for this field.�
�
8�
Name, address, telephone and telefax number of emergency contact person ashore�
�
alpha�numerical�
70�
As provided by Administrations. Telephone and telefax numbers to be prefixed with country destination code.�
�
9�
Alternative 24-hour emergency telephone number�
�
numerical�
15�
As provided by Administrations and prefixed with country destination code.�
�
10�
Capacity for persons on board�
�
numerical�
4�
As provided by Administrations. Total number of passengers and crew.�
�
11�
Ship’s radio installation�
�
alpha�numerical�
50�
As already provided in List V such as additional information on Inmarsat installations and DSC.�
�
12�
Inmarsat ship earth station identities�
SAT�
numerical�
9�
Inmarsat ship earth station identities or numbers as provided by Administrations.�
�
�
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Appendix 1 to ANNEX 2


Brief Ship Description





�
ACV�
Air-cushion vehicle                                                    �
�
AUX�
Auxiliary ship                                                         �
�
AVI�
Despatch vessel                                                        �
�
BAR�
Lighter                                                                �
�
BLK�
Bulk carrier                                                           �
�
BLN�
Whaler                                                                 �
�
BLS�
Buoy ship                                                              �
�
BTA�
Factory ship                                                           �
�
CA �
Cargo ship                                                             �
�
CAB�
Coaster                                                                �
�
CBL�
Cable ship                                                             �
�
CGT�
Coast-guard                                                            �
�
CHA�
Barge                                                                  �
�
CHR�
Trawler                                                                �
�
CIM�
Cement carrier                                                         �
�
CIT�
Tanker                                                                 �
�
COA�
Collier                                                                �
�
CON�
Container ship                                                         �
�
COR�
Corvette                                                               �
�
CRO�
Cruiser                                                                �
�
CTR�
Cutter                                                                 �
�
DES�
Destroyer                                                              �
�
DIV�
Ship used by divers                                                    �
�
DMN�
Minesweeper                                                            �
�
DOU�
Customs launch                                                         �
�
DRG�
Dredger                                                                �
�
DRY�
Dry cargo                                                              �
�
DUN�
Ketch                                                                  �
�
ECO�
Training ship                                                          �
�
ESC�
Escort ship                                                            �
�
EXP�
Research ship�
�
�
Survey ship                                             �
�
FBT�
Ferry                                                                  �
�
FPS�
Fast patrol ship                                                       �
�
FRG�
Reefer                                                                 �
�
FRM�
Weather ship                                                           �
�
FRT�
Frigate                                                                �
�
FRU�
Fruit carrier                                                          �
�
GEN�
General cargo                                                          �
�
GOL�
Schooner                                                               �
�
GRC�
Grain carrier                                                          �
�
GRF�
Floating crane                                                         �
�
GS �
Warship                                                                �
�
HOP�
Hospital ship                                                          �
�
HYD�
Hydrographic ship                                                      �
�
ICE�
Ice breaker                                                            �
�
ICN�
Waste incinerator                                                      �
�
INS�
Inspection ship                                                        �
�
LAN�
Lobster ship                                                           �
�
LOU�
Lugger                                                                 �
�
MOR�
Banker                                                                 �
�
MOU�
Mine layer                                                             �
�
MTB�
Motor boat                                                             �
�
NET�
Pollution and surface clearance vessel   �
�
NVP�
Naviplane                                                              �
�
OBO�
Ore-bulk-oil carrier                                                   �
�
OIL�
Oil tanker                                                             �
�
OSC�
Oceanographic ship                                                     �
�
OSV�
Ocean-station vessel                                                   �
�
PA �
Passenger ship                                                         �
�
PAQ�
Liner                                                                  �
�
PBE�
Livestock carrier                                                      �
�
PCH�
Barge carrier                                                          �
�
PER�
Drilling unit                                                          �
�
PH �
Fishing vessel                                                         �
�
PHA�
Lightship                                                              �
�
PHR�
Lighthouse tender                                                      �
�
PHS�
Fishing guard                                                          �
�
PLE�
Platform                                                               �
�
PLT�
Pilot tender                                                           �
�
PMP�
Firefloat                                                              �
�
PMX�
Cargo and passenger                                                    �
�
PON�
Pontoon                                                                �
�
PTA�
Aircraft carrier                                                       �
�
PTH�
Helicopter carrier                                                     �
�
RAM�
Salvage ship                                                           �
�
RAV�
Supply vessel                                                          �
�
ROC�
Rock breaker                                                           �
�
ROU�
RoRo ship                                                              �
�
SAU�
Rescue vessel                                                          �
�
SEC�
Stand-by safety vessel                                                 �
�
SLO�
Sloop                                                                  �
�
SMN�
Submarine                                                              �
�
SRV�
Patrol ship                                                            �
�
THO�
Tunny ship                                                             �
�
TPG�
Liquefied gas carrier                                                  �
�
TPO�
Ore carrier                                                            �
�
TPS�
Solvent carrier                                                        �
�
TPT�
Transport                                                              �
�
TPW�
Forest-product carrier                                                 �
�
TRA�
Tramp                                                                  �
�
TUG�
Pusher�
�
�
Tug                                                            �
�
TVH�
Vehicle carrier                                                        �
�
VDO�
Launch                                                                 �
�
VDT�
Hydrofoil                                                              �
�
VLR�
Sailing ship                                                           �
�
XXX�
Unspecified                                                            �
�
YAT�
Yacht                                                                  �
�
�
---------------------------------























