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Priority area

Place a tick against the area to which your proposal relates:

	Enabling environment
	(

	Telecommunication/ICT policy and regulatory issues, including ICT economics (market analysis, cost modelling and tariffs) and statistics (indicators, measuring the information society), as well as human capacity building in each of these areas. 

	Infrastructure 
	(

	Development of fixed, mobile and broadband networks, including broadcasting networks and spectrum management, next-generation networks, rural communications, emergency telecommunications and disaster relief, as well as human capacity building in each of these areas.

	Applications
	(

	Specific applications for the use of ICTs, including, inter alia, e-government, e-health, e-ecology and climate change, etc., and fostering security and confidence in the use of ICTs, including protection of children and youth, as well as human capacity building in each of these areas.

	Other
	

	Human capacity building

	Proposal within the framework of the programmes

Select the method of implementing the proposal:

	Establish tools
	

	Develop educational materials
	

	Information exchange (symposia, seminars, publications, research) 
	(

	Direct assistance to countries, including projects
	(


Description of the proposal
The contribution proposes: Preparation of proposals on the systematic organization of Internet resources of social value for the CIS region in the fields of education, science, culture, ecology, etc.; on a typical structure for portals for these resources; on typical software solutions for the creation and distribution of resources; on quality monitoring and rating of such resources; elaboration of regulatory recommendations for the creation and housing of resources and access to them; and on optimization of international traffic.
For practical roll-out of the proposals and development of the recommendations, it is proposed to establish in Belarus, within a pilot area, an appropriate technical node connected to the public telecommunication network, equipped with a state-of-the-art server and data storage system.
Objective

To stimulate the creation of Internet resources of social value, enhance their quality and attractiveness, provide broad layers of the population with access to the most sought-after resources that serve to build human capacity and reduce the digital divide by cutting the cost of Internet access, to increase the number of users of socially important information resources and to optimize their distribution.
The problem

In most cases, the creation of socially valuable Internet resources in the fields of education, science, culture and human capacity building is not a commercial venture in the sense that it is liable to generate a profit from the use of the resources, yet it does require significant expenditure to establish, roll-out, organize, accumulate and store the resources in question. The associated hardware, software and telecommunication costs are significant. In the CIS countries, these factors are the reasons for the inadequate level of development of socially valuable content and the persistence of the digital divide.
The cost of Internet access is one of the key components of the composite ICT development indicators (DOI, IDI) produced by ITU. At present, the prices of Internet access in the CIS countries still remain at a fairly high level, mainly on account of the obligation to remunerate data transmission network operators for the cost of using external channels for Internet access. As a result, the cost of access to information resources is determined primarily by the cost of international traffic. To overcome this situation, it is necessary to create the conditions for optimizing the distribution of non-commercial Internet resources for social ends. 
Solutions

The pilot public access centre technical node to be created is designed to house and mirror information resources that are most in demand and of greatest social value. 

Accumulation of experience in operation of the technical node, and development of proposals and specifications for replicating solutions in the CIS region for the establishment of the corresponding centres.
Submission to all interested administrations and to the ITU study groups of proposals and recommendations for stimulating the creation of Internet resources of social value. 

Presentation of standard and inexpensive solutions to the owners of socially valuable information resources for the conversion of existing information resources into digital format for subsequent posting on the Internet.

Use of the public access centre’s information resources is free of charge.
Implementation time-frame

2010-2011 (2 years)

Requested amount and allocation of funding

EUR 760 000 for 2010-2011

–
EUR 380 000 for 2010-2011 - ITU (50%)

–
EUR 380 000 for 2010-2011 - Republic of Belarus (50%)
Allocation of funds: Purchase of hardware and software for the technical node, digitization of content, development of proposals and recommendations, consultancy services, payment for work, mission expenses.
ITU involvement in resolving the problem

ITU, which is organizing the implementation of a number of WSIS outcomes for various countries, could lead this work, namely through:

–
using the achievements under the project to draw up solutions and recommendations for the development of socially valuable content together with the establishment of broadband access, and also for reducing the digital divide both between different categories of the population and between countries;

–
in its capacity as the major intergovernmental organ on regulatory, technical and methodological issues for the development of ICTs, verifying the consistency of solutions under the project with ITU requirements; 
–
providing information on solutions and recommendations developed under its mandate in respect of stimulating the creation of socially valuable content, broadband access, reducing the digital divide and international cooperation;

–
where necessary, providing expertise.

Conclusions and recommendations
The establishment in CIS countries of a network of public centres for access to socially valuable Internet resources will make access to information and knowledge more affordable for users in the CIS countries, in accordance with action lines C2 and C3 set by WSIS. 

By harmonizing goals and tasks, it is possible to build separate public centres for access to socially valuable information within the region, but with possibility of connecting them in a network on a voluntary basis, which would promote the development of the global information society through the development of a regional information space.
Regional initiatives

Description of the initiative relating to the selected priority area.

New regional initiative.
Study group Questions

Place an "X" against any existing Questions under which studies are currently being carried out that relate to your proposal and which should be maintained. Otherwise, if necessary, add new Questions at the end of the list. 

	ICT strategies and policies

	Question 6-2/1: 
	Regulatory impact of next-generation networks on interconnection
	X

	Question 7-2/1: 
	Regulatory policies on universal access to broadband services
	

	Question 10-2/1:
	Regulation for licensing and authorization of converging services
	

	Question 12‑2/1:
	Tariff policies, tariff models and methods of determining the costs of services on national telecommunication networks, including next-generation networks
	X

	Question 18-1/1:
	Domestic enforcement of telecommunication laws, rules and regulations by national telecommunication regulatory authorities
	

	Question 19-1/1:
	Implementation of IP telephony in developing countries
	

	Question 20/1: 
	Access to telecommunication services for people with disabilities
	

	Question 21/1: 
	Impact of telecommunication development on the creation of employment
	

	Question 22/1:
	Securing information and communication networks: Best practices for developing a culture of cybersecurity
	

	ICT services, networks and applications
	

	Question 9-2/2:
	Identification of study topics in the ITU-T and ITU-R study groups which are of particular interest to developing countries
	

	Question 10-2/2:
	Telecommunications for rural and remote areas
	X

	Question 11-2/2:
	Examination of terrestrial digital sound and television broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, interoperability of digital terrestrial systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue terrestrial techniques to digital techniques
	

	Question 14-2/2:
	Telecommunications for e-health
	

	Question 17-2/2:
	Progress on activities for e-services/applications in the world
	X

	Question 18-1/2:
	Implementation aspects of IMT‑2000 and information‑sharing on systems beyond IMT-2000 for developing countries
	

	Question 19-1/2:
	Strategy for migration from existing networks to next‑generation networks for developing countries
	X

	Question 20-2/2:
	Examination of access technologies for broadband telecommunications
	X

	Question 22/2:
	Utilization of ICT for disaster management, resources, and active and passive space-based sensing systems as they apply to disaster and emergency relief situations
	

	Resolution 9 (Rev. Doha, 2006): Participation of countries, particularly developing countries, in spectrum management
	


Proposed new Questions

Proposals relating to the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG)

Short description of proposal:

Proposals relating to the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)

Short description of proposal:
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