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Priority area

Place a tick against the area to which your proposal relates:

	Enabling environment
	

	Telecommunication/ICT policy and regulatory issues, including ICT economics (market analysis, cost modelling and tariffs) and statistics (indicators, measuring the information society).

	Infrastructure 
	

	Development of fixed, mobile and broadband networks, including broadcasting networks and spectrum management, next-generation networks, rural communications, emergency telecommunications and disaster relief.

	Applications
	

	Specific applications for the use of ICTs, including, inter alia, e-government, e-health, e-ecology and climate change, etc., and fostering security and confidence in the use of ICTs, including protection of children and youth.

	Other
	(

	Development of human potential/capacity

	Proposal within the framework of the programmes

Select the method of implementing the proposal:

	Establish tools
	

	Develop educational materials
	

	Information exchange (symposia, seminars, publications, research) 
	(

	Direct assistance to countries, including projects
	(


Description of the proposal
Introduction

Implementation of the Plan of Action of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS – Geneva, 2003, and Tunis, 2005) within the framework of Action Lines C2 “Information and communication infrastructure: an essential foundation for the Information Society”, C3 “Access to information and knowledge”, C4 “Capacity building”, C6 “Enabling environment” and C11 “International and regional cooperation”, and of the ensuing provisions of the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society, is possible provided there is broad participation in the information space by all players from the ICT sector, together with full and timely reflection of the principles, technical solutions and guidelines from the different countries and regions on the development of ICT in the global network.

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) has done a huge amount of work and accumulated a large database of normative documents and contributions from countries in regard to various technical spheres and the development of infocommunications. At the same time, regulatory and technical solutions developed by countries and companies in some regions are, for many reasons of a procedural nature, often not reflected in the database.  
In ITU’s Plan of Action (Doha, 2006), two of the main programmes are Programme 2 “Information and communication infrastructure and technology development” and Programme 3 “E-strategies and ICT applications”. Their priority tasks include the creation and joint use of information and educational resources, drawing on all the main spheres of infocommunication. Implementation of these programmes under the auspices of ITU will provide support to national and regional regulators, operators and other participants in the telecommunication community in strategic planning and staff training, thereby fostering the development of telecommunications throughout the world and the building of the information society.  

The problem

As things stand, the task of information provision in the CIS region is unfortunately far from being adequately addressed. The individual segments of the information-ICT space are in many cases poorly connected, differently structured and insufficiently visible in the global Internet. The accessibility problems to which this gives rise results in users having difficulty finding their way around the normative-technical information provided by the states and companies of the region, which in turn hampers both regional cooperation in the development of communications on a systematized basis and the timely training and retraining of staff in the new areas of infocommunication development.  

Solutions

Efforts to meet the above challenges will be facilitated by the creation of a Russian-language metadata depository covering the whole spectrum of infocommunication development issues in the CIS region.

The main parameters for the organization and functioning of the depository are as follows: 

–
The depository will collect, classify and catalogue materials and provide users with appropriate references or with actual documents in Russian, one of the official languages of ITU.

–
The depository should be organized as a vertical portal with subject-based classification. In addition to storing documents, it will also provide hyperlinks to enable the consultation of texts via the Internet.

–
Administrations, regulators, research institutes, equipment manufacturers, operators and regional universities actively participate in providing the depository’s information content.

–
The provision of information resources by all interested administrations, companies, regional universities, as well as by ITU study groups, by all possible means and on a voluntary basis, is welcome.

–
Use of the portal’s information resources is free of charge, while support for updating of the data is provided by ITU and the region’s telecommunication administrations.

ITU involvement in resolving the problem

ITU, as the vehicle for the interests of telecommunication professionals worldwide, could head up this work in the following ways: 

–
as the main repository of current information on regulatory, technical and procedural issues regarding ICT development, by providing timely information on decisions and recommendations drawn up within the framework of its mandate; 

–
as an independent and influential institution engaged in the building of the information society, by guiding the development of the depository, its classification machinery and thesaurus, and by providing expert advice as necessary;

–
by hosting this independent portal preferably within the ITU technical base, possibly in the regional office;

–
to enable prompt implementation and subsequent development of the depository, by setting up a specific ITU project. This will enable not only wide access for users to the search features and resources of the depository, but also ensure online administration of the portal in Russian while taking account of information security requirements.

Conclusions and recommendations     

The creation of a distributed depository of metadata on infocommunication topics in the CIS region, under the auspices of ITU, will not only contribute to the building of the global information society, but will also help to involve large numbers of ICT specialists and civil society entities in the study and discussion of international experience of resolving tasks in the areas of regulation, interoperability and telecommunication development.

The materials housed in the depository will be used extensively to build the capacities of telecommunication-sector staff in the CIS countries, including through the curricula of higher education institutions and the ITU Academy.

In cases where the initial conditions and tasks are similar, separate regional segments of such a distributed metadata depository could be constructed in different parts of the world, using one or more official ITU languages. This would be a very direct means of facilitating the development of the global information society.       

Regional initiatives

Description of the initiative relating to the selected priority area.

New regional initiative with the same title.
Study group Questions

Place an "X" against any existing Questions under which studies are currently being carried out that relate to your proposal and which should be maintained. Otherwise, if necessary, add new Questions at the end of the list. 

	ICT strategies and policies

	Question 6-2/1: 
	Regulatory impact of next-generation networks on interconnection
	

	Question 7-2/1: 
	Regulatory policies on universal access to broadband services
	

	Question 10-2/1:
	Regulation for licensing and authorization of converging services
	

	Question 12‑2/1:
	Tariff policies, tariff models and methods of determining the costs of services on national telecommunication networks, including next-generation networks
	

	Question 18-1/1:
	Domestic enforcement of telecommunication laws, rules and regulations by national telecommunication regulatory authorities
	

	Question 19-1/1:
	Implementation of IP telephony in developing countries
	

	Question 20/1: 
	Access to telecommunication services for people with disabilities
	

	Question 21/1: 
	Impact of telecommunication development on the creation of employment
	

	Question 22/1:
	Securing information and communication networks: Best practices for developing a culture of cybersecurity
	

	ICT services, networks and applications
	

	Question 9-2/2:
	Identification of study topics in the ITU-T and ITU-R study groups which are of particular interest to developing countries
	

	Question 10-2/2:
	Telecommunications for rural and remote areas
	

	Question 11-2/2:
	Examination of terrestrial digital sound and television broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, interoperability of digital terrestrial systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue terrestrial techniques to digital techniques
	

	Question 14-2/2:
	Telecommunications for e-health
	

	Question 17-2/2:
	Progress on activities for e-services/applications in the world
	X

	Question 18-1/2:
	Implementation aspects of IMT‑2000 and information‑sharing on systems beyond IMT-2000 for developing countries
	

	Question 19-1/2:
	Strategy for migration from existing networks to next‑generation networks for developing countries
	

	Question 20-2/2:
	Examination of access technologies for broadband telecommunications
	

	Question 22/2:
	Utilization of ICT for disaster management, resources, and active and passive space-based sensing systems as they apply to disaster and emergency relief situations
	

	Resolution 9 (Rev. Doha, 2006): Participation of countries, particularly developing countries, in spectrum management
	


Proposed new Questions

Proposals relating to the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG)

Short description of proposal:

Proposals relating to the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)

Short description of proposal:

______________[image: image2.png]


















Contact point:
Name/Organization/Entity:
I.S. Sineva, MTUCI, Russia

Phone number:
+7 495 361 69 76


Email:
irina.sineva@ties.itu.int
P:\ENG\ITU-D\CONF-D\RPM\RPM-CIS\000\025E.w11 (280071)
16/11/2009
16/11/2009

