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Description of the proposal
Access to telecommunications/ICT for persons with disabilities is a sensitive and important subject in many countries of the world, particularly the African countries.

There is no denying that, today, ICTs are a powerful, indeed irreplaceable, development tool for everyone. ICTs play an important role in shaping our future and further strengthen the concept of the global village. The importance and decisive role of ICTs in all aspects of sustainable development are such that they have become indispensable for any human being to find fulfilment, which leads us to the problem of respect for fundamental human rights.
It has to be acknowledged that a large portion of the world's population is being left behind in the construction of the information society that will shape the 21st century for years to come. Unfortunately, it is the least privileged and hence most vulnerable layers of the population who are concerned by this phenomenon, which specifically affects persons with disabilities.

The best illustration of this deplorable situation is the digital divide, about which much is said and written, and which exists between north and south, between urban and rural areas and between different categories of populations within the same country. Although it is persons with disabilities in Africa who are the hardest hit group, they are paradoxically unaware of this notion of digital divide. 
Access to basic social services is extremely difficult for persons with disabilities in Africa, or even in some cases non-existent. Indeed, in all countries without exception, persons with disabilities always have tougher lives than other inhabitants on account of the physical, social, economic and cultural barriers that they face.

Most persons with disabilities are poor, and have little or no access to training and employment structures. They are two or three times more likely to be unemployed and often have to rely on their families or on charities, or are reduced to begging. 

Under these circumstances, can we really talk to these people about ICTs? The answer to this question depends on a number of factors which will be addressed below and could turn ICT access from a dream as at present into a mine of opportunities to be seized. 
It is worth emphasizing that this population left in suffering represents, according to WHO estimates, over a half a billion men, women and children with disabilities worldwide, more than 30 million of them in Africa. This means that there is at least one person with a disability in around one family in four, and this number is constantly rising in Africa on account of the precariousness of life in general, the effects of war and disease.
It thus becomes imperative and urgent to take a look at this situation and to bring solutions to bear so that this category of people may enjoy the full benefit of the principles and ideals of equal opportunity advocated by the United Nations.
The solution seems close at hand and is entirely feasible if the political will exists and a dynamic, effective and multidimensional partnership is instituted. In this connection, Mali invites you to share with it a number of recommendations that might help to mitigate or even eliminate this blatant inequality.
Recommendations

These recommendations cover the institutional, policy, financial and technical areas:
1. Institutional and policy

· Adopt legal instruments establishing ICT access as an obligation and an inalienable right. In this regard, the work accomplished by ITU in association with G3ict, the United Nations Global Initiative for Inclusive ICTs, must be fully exploited. The "toolkit" produced jointly by ITU and G3ict indeed constitutes the first available reference for the implementation, in each of the countries signatories to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, of its innovative and very specific provisions on ICT accessibility.
· Promote the adoption of policy measures and create an environment that is conducive to the establishment of affordable broadband ICT access, for the provision of appropriate services and applications.
· Develop and implement an appropriate policy for raising awareness among decision-makers in the States concerned and the international agencies and organizations.
· Initiate and implement policies for training geared to persons with disabilities.

2. Financial
· Establish a special fund to finance or support projects and/or initiatives for promoting ICT access for persons with disabilities, with resources affiliated to or quite simply taken from the solidarity fund. 
· Develop, with ITU, pilot projects whose implementation would be financed by ITU and/or in partnership with other donors.
3. Technical
· Develop global standards accessible to everyone and guaranteeing the interoperability of broadband infrastructures.
· Make spectrum available in accordance with the principle of harmonization of frequency bands in ITU. 
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