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Priority area
Other: To facilitate and enhance the reform of Africa's ICT sectors in order to achieve subregional and regional integration of ICT infrastructure, services and markets.

Description of the proposal

Today, as the world becomes a global village, we are witnessing the emergence of new technologies which we have to master. The establishment on the various telecommunication markets in Africa of operators forming "groups" as a result of various privatizations, leading to the construction of a "single network" spanning several countries, is also a major challenge which has to be properly circumscribed.
In this context, the objective set out above has to be pursued in order to achieve: 

· development of competitive ICT markets in Africa;
· harmonization of technical standards with a view to enhanced connectivity of networks and services;

· reduction in the amount of intra-continental traffic routed via extra-continental transit centres;

· development of universal access to networks and services, taking account of the specific needs of young people and women, the underprivileged and indigenous populations;

· reducing the costs of equipment and services;

· harmonization of cost and tariff structures for services;

· strengthening information security and combating spam and cybercrime;
· optimum use of the continent's scarce resources, in particular the frequency spectrum and numbering plan;

· integration of economies and markets.
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Ahmadou Traore, Telecommunication Regulatory Committee, Mali

Phone number:
+223 20 23 14 90

Email:
amtraore@crt.ml
P:\CEO_ADM\Meetings\RPMs\AFR\Docs\19V2E.doc
10.07.09
10.07.09

