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Geneva, 17 July 2008
	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 228
TSB Policy/FG ICT&CC

+41 22 730 5808
+41 22 730 5853
	- To Administrations of Member States of 
   the Union;

- To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;
- Participants in the Symposia on ICTs and  Climate Change


	E-mail:
	tsbspd@itu.int  
	Copy:

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of all ITU-T Study Groups;
-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	· Creation of a new ITU-T Focus Group on ICTs and Climate Change;

-   Notice of First meeting, Geneva, 1-3 September 2008


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
I am pleased to announce the establishment of the ITU-T Focus Group on ICTs and Climate Change (FG ICT&CC), established by the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) at its meeting in Geneva, 2-9 July 2008. 

The FG ICT&CC is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates and to any other individual from an ITU Member State who wishes to contribute to the work. Experts who participated in the two ITU symposia on ICTs and Climate Change are particularly encouraged to join the group. To register for the group and for future correspondence on its activities, please send an email to tsbspd@itu.int with the word “Subscribe” in the subject line and your contact details in the body of the text. 
2
It is estimated that information and communication technologies (ICTs) contribute between 2-3 per cent of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. This is likely to grow as ICTs become more widely available. At the same time, ICTs can be a major linchpin in efforts to combat climate change and serve as a potent, cross-cutting tool to limit and ultimately reduce GHG emissions across other economic and social sectors. 

3
As part of a major new ITU initiative in this area, and in order to further examine the link between ICTs and climate change, ITU-T took the lead in organising two ITU Symposia on ICTs and climate change in Kyoto, Japan, on 15–16 April 2008, and in London, United Kingdom, on 
17–18 June 2008. The symposia were attended by almost 500 experts including those participating remotely. The chairman’s reports and the meeting summaries of both meetings, as well as all the presentations, are available on the event website at: www.itu.int/ITU-T/climatechange. The symposia recommended further ITU actions in this field. In particular, for ITU-T, the symposia recommended establishing a Focus Group to study methodologies for evaluating the reductions in GHG emissions that can be achieved through the use of ICTs and the implementation of ITU-T Recommendations. The results were reported to TSAG in TD/612.
4
TSAG decided to create, with immediate effect, a Focus Group on ICTs and Climate Change (FG ICT&CC). The terms of reference of the FG ICT&CC, as approved by TSAG, are reproduced in Annex 1. The FG will operate under procedures set out in ITU-T Recommendation A.7. Under the powers granted in WTSA-04 Resolution 22, TSAG will serve as the parent group.

5
It is planned that FG ICT&CC will meet regularly, both face-to-face and using remote collaboration tools, in order to complete its work by April 2009. The first meeting will take place 
1-3 September 2008, at ITU Headquarters in Geneva, starting at 09.30 on the first day (registration from 08.30 onwards). Registration for the meeting is online at: 
www.itu.int/ITU-T/focusgroups/climate/index.html. Please note that, when arriving at the meeting, all participants should come to the ITU Montbrillant entrance, at 2 Rue Varembé. 
Practical information concerning ITU is available at: http://www.itu.int/SG-CP/info/togeneva.html. Meeting room information will be displayed on screens in ITU. 
The discussions will be held in English only. 
For your convenience, a hotel confirmation form is enclosed as Annex 2 (see http://www.itu.int/travel/  for a list of hotels).

6
Inputs are requested, in line with the terms of reference (Annex 1), and should be sent to Fixit@itu.int. All documents will be posted on the FG ICT&CC website at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/focusgroups/climate/index.html. 
7
TSAG appointed Mr Dave Faulkner from BT, UK, as Chairman of the FG ICT&CC and Messrs Yoh Somemura from NTT, Japan; Sung-Chul Kang from Korea and Franz Zichy from USA as Vice Chairmen. Other officials may be designated by other regional groups. Mr Faulkner proposes to hold initial consultations, ahead of the first meeting, using remote collaboration tools, so please register your interest as soon as possible.
8
We would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend time in Switzerland. Where this is the case, the visa must be requested and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Switzerland in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. If problems are encountered by ITU Member States, Sector Members or Associates, and at the official request made by them to TSB, ITU can approach the competent Swiss authorities in order to facilitate delivery of the visa. Visa requests should in such cases be made by official letter from the administration or company you represent. This letter must specify your name, function and date of birth, as well as the number and dates of issue and expiry of your passport. It must be accompanied by a photocopy of the personal details pages of your passport and by the completed registration form and must be sent to TSB by fax (+41 22 730 5853) or e-mail message (tsbreg@itu.int), bearing the words “visa request”. Please note that ITU needs at least one week to process the various documents required for the delivery of a visa.  Please also note that ITU can assist only representatives of ITU Member States, ITU Sector Members or ITU Associates.
Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 2
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 228)
Terms of Reference of the FG on ICTs and Climate Change
1. Scope

The Focus Group, established in accordance with ITU-T Rec A.7, will identify from the standardization viewpoint, within the competences of ITU-T, the impact of ICTs on Climate Change, in particular the reduction of ICT’s own emissions over their entire lifecycle (direct impact), the mitigation that follows through the adoption of ICTs in other relevant sectors (indirect impact), and the monitoring of relevant climate parameters.

2. Rationale

As demonstrated during the ITU Symposia on ICTs and Climate Change, held in Kyoto 15-16 April and London, June 17-18, ICT has three major relationships with Climate Change:

· ICTs are contributing directly to Climate Change, in particular to the production of Greenhouse Gases (GHG) (e.g. power consumption, proliferation of ICT devices, recycling of material, etc.);

· ICTs can also be applied in various sectors of industry, to reduce the impact of their operations on climate change, for instance by substituting for travel;

· ICTs can also be used to monitor climate parameters (e.g. networks for environmental monitoring, Ubiquitous Sensor Networking),

From the standardization perspective, the overall objective is to develop international standards in these three areas to contribute to the reduction of climate change.

3. FG Objectives

The FG should analyze and identify gaps in the areas of definitions, general principles, methodology and appropriate tools to characterize the impact of ICTs on Climate Change and support the development of appropriate international standards.

4. Relations in and outside ITU-T

The FG should work in close collaboration with all ITU-T Study Groups (e.g. through collocated meetings, see section 10), for instance on the coordination of tutorials and workshops.

In order to avoid duplication and overlap of work, the FG should also cooperate and coordinate its work with the other activities such as the ITU World Telecommunication Policy Forum (WTPF-09) and ITU sectors
 (ITU-R, ITU-D),
 and with other relevant bodies outside ITU​-T (SDOs, Fora/Consortia, regulators, policy-makers) in accordance with ITU-T Rec A.7.

5. Specific tasks and deliverables

5.1 Definitions

The FG, based on existing terms and definitions used in ITU, should:

· identify the terms and definitions (including units, see section 5.3) needed to analyze the three major relationships between ICTs and Climate Change;

· identify differences between existing terms and definitions;

· develop and propose new definitions where necessary (gaps).

Deliverable: Report on terms and definitions, September 2008
5.2 “Gap analysis”

The FG should:

· analyze the energy-saving measures that ICTs would have, directly and indirectly (e.g. on transport), on Climate Change;

· identify which measures need to be standardized;

· perform a “gap analysis”
 of these measures, based on the ongoing activities inside and outside ITU-T;

· develop and propose a roadmap for future work within ITU-T.
Deliverable: Report on the “gap analysis” and proposed roadmap, December 2008.

5.3 Methodology

The FG should develop a methodology to describe and estimate present and future user energy consumption of ICTs over their entire life-cycle.
This should include:

· a calculation methodology of energy consumption saved through ICT utilization;

· the definition of basic units relevant to the cases considered; 

· the identification, gathering and processing of relevant parameters (e.g. user behaviour);

· the principles and tools to measure and evaluate the results;

· a list of examples of the uses of how ICTs can replace or displace other energy-consuming technologies/uses;

· analysis of existing standards and a proposal for development of new standards, if needed.

Deliverable: Report on Methodology: Interim report, December 2008; Final March 2009

5.4 Direct and indirect impact of ITU-T standards

The FG should develop tools (e.g. Checklists) and guidelines to allow ITU-T SGs to evaluate, for each Question, the possible future CO2E (carbon dioxide equivalent) reduction of technologies in terms of direct emissions from ICTs and possible savings in terms of Climate Change mitigation from the use of ICTs.

Deliverable: Proposed Tools and Guidelines, December 2008.
6. Conveners

Chairman and Vice-Chairman will be appointed by TSAG.

7. Participation

See clause 3 of ITU-T Rec A.7.

8. Administrative support

See clause 5 of ITU-T Rec A.7.

9. General financing of the FG

See clauses 4 and 10.2 of ITU-T Rec A.7.

10. Meetings

The FG should use remote collaboration (for instance, by establishing a ‘wiki’) to the maximum extent, and collocation with existing meetings (e.g. SGs), to minimise its own emissions, and to reduce the impact on its budget. 

11. Milestones and duration of the FG

The following milestones are proposed:
- Establishment of the FG: TSAG meeting, July 2008

- Start of the work by correspondence: immediately after TSAG

- First physical meeting of the FG: September 2008

- Deliverables according to section 5: 

- 5.1: September 2008


- 5.2 and 5.4: December 2008


- 5.3: March 2009

- Termination of the FG work: April 2009

- Final report to the parent group: to be defined.

12. Parent Group

TSAG: under the powers granted in WTSA-04 Resolution 22. 

__________________

ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 228)

	This confirmation form should be sent direct to the hotel of your choice
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INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
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TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION SECTOR


1st FG ICT&CC Meeting   from    -------------------------  to ----------------------- in Geneva
Confirmation of the reservation made on (date) -------------------------   with (hotel)   --------------------------------
at the ITU preferential tariff 
------------ single/double room(s)

arriving on (date) ---------------------------  at (time)  -------------  departing on (date) -------------------------------

Family name    -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
First name        ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Address            ------------------------------------------------------------------------        Tel: -------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------         Fax: -------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      E-mail: ------------------------------

Credit card to guarantee this reservation:        AX/VISA/DINERS/EC  (or other) -----------------------------------
No. --------------------------------------------------------         valid until      -------------------------------------------------
Date ------------------------------------------------------      Signature        ---------------------------------------------------
















� 	ITU-wide collaboration and cooperation strategies should also be considered given the high priority nature of climate change across the entire Union.


�   The FG should take into account the existing Resolutions, Recommendations, Reports and Handbooks of the ITU-R and ITU-D Sectors.


� 	In this context, “gap analysis” is taken to be a study of the current work on ICTs and climate change being undertaken by standards development organisations and an evaluation of which issues are not receiving sufficient attention, or of required tools and metrics that are not sufficiently well-developed.
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