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	Ref:
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+41 22 730 5235
+41 22 730 5853
	- To Administrations of Member States of 
   the Union;

- To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;


	E-mail:
	tsbworkshops@itu.int 
	Copy:

-
To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of ITU-T Study Groups;
-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	Joint ITU and G3ict Forum 2008 on “The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: Challenges and Opportunities for ICT Standards”, Geneva, 21 April 2008


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
I would like to inform you that the joint ITU and G3ict Forum 2008 on “The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: Challenges and Opportunities for ICT Standards” will take place at ITU headquarters, Geneva, on 21 April 2008.

The event will open at 0900 hours. Detailed information concerning the meeting room will be displayed on screens at the entrances to ITU headquarters. Registration will open at 0830 hours at the ITU Montbrillant building.
2
Discussions will be held in English only.

3
Participation is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates and to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work.  This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations.  The event is free of charge but no fellowships will be granted. 

4
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), signed by 118 countries as of November 2007, includes a number of detailed mandates related to accessible and assistive information and communication technologies (ICTs). Smart phones and personal digital assistants (PDAs), with sophisticated operating systems replicating many of the simple functions of personal computers, are becoming a platform of choice for a number of increasingly sophisticated applications and services for commerce, e-government, transportation, public services, cultural life, leisure and access to the Internet.


In this context, the event will explore the potential to leverage wireless devices, applications and services to better serve persons with disabilities, both by providing innovative accessible human 
interfaces and serving as a platform of choice for new assistive applications and services.  With the active participation inter alia of governments, industry, standards development organizations, non-governmental organizations and other interested parties, the event will:
· Review existing and in-progress technology standards and standardization of product development methodologies.

· Discuss the role of public policy and procurement in support of standardization and the implementation of the UNCRPD.
· Identify follow-up actions to facilitate the implementation of the UNCRPD.
5
A draft programme of the event is set out in Annex 1 hereto.

6
Information relating to the event will be available on the ITU-T website at the following address: http://itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/accessibility/200804.
7
Wireless LAN facilities are available for use by delegates in the ITU main conference room areas. Wired network access continues to be available in the ITU Montbrillant building. Detailed information is available on the ITU-T website (http://itu.int/ITU-T/edh/faqs-support.html).

8
For your convenience, a hotel confirmation form is enclosed as Annex 2 (see http://itu.int/travel/  for the list of hotels).

9
Registration for this event will be carried out exclusively online at the following URL: http://itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/accessibility/200804/registration.html.  Deadline for registration is 7 April 2008.
10
We would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend time in Switzerland. Where this is the case, the visa must be requested and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Switzerland in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure.


If problems are encountered by ITU Member States, Sector Members or Associates, and at the official request made by them to TSB, ITU can approach the competent Swiss authorities in order to facilitate delivery of the visa. Visa requests should in such cases be made by official letter from the administration or company you represent. This letter must specify your name, function and date of birth, as well as the number and dates of issue and expiry of your passport. It must be accompanied by a photocopy of the personal details pages of your passport and by the completed registration form and must be sent to TSB by fax (+41 22 730 5853) or e-mail message (tsbreg@itu.int), bearing the words “visa request”. Please note that ITU needs at least one week to process the various documents required for the delivery of a visa.  Please also note that ITU can assist only representatives of ITU Member States, ITU Sector Members or ITU Associates.
Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 2
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 191)

Joint ITU and G3ict Forum 2008 on “The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: Challenges and Opportunities for ICT Standards”
Draft Programme
	8:30 – 9:00
	Registration

	9:00 – 10:00
	· Welcome

· Introduction on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
· Latest developments in harmonization and standardization of accessible and assistive ICTs

· Global market trends and demographics

	10:00 – 11:00
	Session 1: Human interfaces: design for accessible ICTs.
Recent evolution of accessibility features and standards, standards supporting assistive technologies, gaps and opportunities

	11:00 – 11:15
	Coffee break

	11:15 – 12:30
	Session 2: Accessible contents and services: addressing information deprivation.
W3C initiatives, globalization of web standardization efforts, issues in ensuring compliance with accessibility standards (lack of awareness, speed of technology development, lack of training of web developers etc.); digital television and digital radio opportunities.

	12:30 – 14:00
	Lunch break and knowledge fair

	14:00 – 15:00
	Session 3: Mobility: Wireless Devices and Phones, accessibility and assistive functionalities.
Industry perspectives, Android OS, Windows Mobile, Java, Symbian OS

	15:00 – 16:00
	Session 4: Product development methodologies

Ensuring that products are designed with accessibility features at an early stage, use of universal design methodologies

	16:00 – 16:15
	Coffee break

	16:15 – 17:15
	Session 5: The role of government in supporting accessibility standards. 

Public procurement, regulations, incentives, education and awareness programs. Perspectives from industry.

	17:15 – 17:30
	Conclusions, recommendations and suggested follow-up


ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 191)
	This confirmation form should be sent direct to the hotel of your choice
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TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION SECTOR


Workshop         --------------------------------------   from    -------------------------  to ----------------------- in Geneva

Confirmation of the reservation made on (date) --------------------------  with (hotel)   --------------------------------
at the ITU preferential tariff 
------------ single/double room(s)

arriving on (date)-----------------------------  at (time)  ------------- departing on (date)--------------------------------

GENEVA TRANSPORT CARD : Hotels and residences in the canton of Geneva now provide a free "Geneva Transport Card" valid for the duration of the stay. This card will give you free access to Geneva public transport, including buses, trams, boats and trains as far as Versoix and the airport. 

Family name    -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
First name        ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Address            ------------------------------------------------------------------------        Tel: -------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------         Fax: -------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      E-mail: ------------------------------
Credit card to guarantee this reservation:        AX/VISA/DINERS/EC  (or other) -----------------------------------
No. --------------------------------------------------------         valid until        ------------------------------------------------

Date ------------------------------------------------------      Signature        ----------------------------
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