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	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 189
TSB Policy/TK

+41 22 730 5111
+41 22 730 5853
	- To Administrations of Member States of 
   the Union;

- To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;


	E-mail:
	tsbtechwatch@itu.int
	Copy:

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of ITU-T Study Groups;
-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	ITU Symposia on ICTs and Climate Change, 
  - Kyoto, Japan, 15-16 April 2008
  - London, United Kingdom, 17-18 June 2008


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
I would like to inform you that, following a decision by ITU’s Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) an ITU Symposium on ICTs and Climate Change will take place in Kyoto, Japan from 15 to 16 April 2008, hosted by MIC Japan. In order to increase the possibility for wider participation, and as a follow-up to this event, a second Symposium on the same subject will take place in London, United Kingdom, from 17 to 18 June 2008, hosted by BT. 

2
The invitation to this event will be sent out by Dr Hamadoun I. Touré, ITU Secretary-General.
3
Please find enclosed a call for papers to be presented at these two symposia, and for high-level speakers, covering the following areas:

· Climate change and the impact of ICTs
· Use of ICTs in monitoring climate change
· ICTs for mitigating the local effects of climate change
· ICTs and concerted action against global warming
· ICT standardization in the field of climate change
The deadline for the call for papers and speakers is 29 February 2008. They should be sent by email to tsbtechwatch@itu.int. Accepted papers/presentations should be submitted, in full, no later than Friday, 28 March 2008 (for the Kyoto symposium) or Friday, 30 May 2008 (for the London symposium).

4
More information about the two events is available on the ITU website at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/climatechange/index.html. 

Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1

(to TSB Circular 189)
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Call for papers and speakers
ITU Symposia on ICTs and Climate Change 

Kyoto, Japan, 15-16 April 2008
London, UK, 17-18 June 2008

Since 1970, the production of greenhouse gases has risen by more than 70 per cent, and this is having a global effect in warming the planet, causing changing weather patterns, rising sea-levels, desertification, shrinking ice cover and other worrying long-term effects. The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) foresees a further rise in average global temperatures of between 1.4 and 5.8° centigrade by 2030.

Climate change is a concern for all of humanity and requires efforts on the part of all sectors of society, including the information and communication technologies (ICTs) sector. Although ICTs contribute only an estimated 2.5 per cent of total greenhouse gases, this share is set to grow as usage of ICTs expands globally, growing at a faster rate than the general economy. ICTs are thus part of the cause of global warming, but they can also be part of the solution, for instance through the promotion of carbon displacement technologies. ICTs are also vital in monitoring the spread of global warming.
As part of a major new initiative on the overall topic of ICTs and climate change, ITU is organizing two Symposia on ICTs and Climate Change. The first will be held in Kyoto, Japan 15-16 April 2008, hosted by Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications (MIC) Japan, and the second in London, UK, on 17-18 June, hosted by BT. These symposia will bring together key specialists in the field, from top decision-makers to engineers, designers, planners, government officials, regulators, standards experts and others.

To contribute to this work, you are invited to submit an abstract, of maximum 300 words, for a paper or presentation which is relevant to one or more of the topics below. 

	TOPIC 1 – CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE IMPACT OF ICTS

	· Role of ICTs in carbon-based emissions and the production of other greenhouse gases
· Assessment of the current and future impact of ICTs on climate change
· Comparative assessment of climate change effects of different ICTs

	TOPIC 2 – USE OF ICTS IN MONITORING CLIMATE CHANGE

	· Use of ICTs for climate data collection and telemetry

· Computer modeling of climate change and weather patterns

· ICTs for meteorological services

	TOPIC 3 – ICTS FOR MITIGATING THE LOCAL EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE

	· ICTs for environmental monitoring and management

· ICTs for disaster prediction, detection, early warning and disaster relief

· Role of ICTs in intervention in disaster relief 

	TOPIC 4 – ICTS AND CONCERTED ACTION AGAINST GLOBAL WARMING

	· Reducing the ICT sector’s energy requirements
· Energy-saving and reduced power consumption for ICT devices and networks (including proposed targets for the reductions that could be achieved through the implementation of ICT standards)
· ICTs for carbon abatement in other sectors of the economy (e.g., video-conferencing, eCommerce)
· ICTs for implementing and monitoring carbon reductions in other sectors of the economy
· ICTs and intelligent transport systems
· E-waste: environmentally safe disposal and recycling of discarded hardware and components used in ICTs

	TOPIC 5 – ICT STANDARDIZATION IN THE FIELD OF CLIMATE CHANGE

	· Methodologies for measuring the carbon footprint from different ICTs

· Role of ITU, especially ITU-T, in standardization of ICT equipment in the light of climate change

· A checklist of energy-saving measures for ICTs

· Alliances for combatting global warming (e.g., GeSI, ETNO/WWF initiative)

· Proposals for future ITU work on ICTs and Climate Change (e.g., a draft WTSA-08 Resolution or proposed study questions)

· Improvements to working methods and procedures to take account of the impact on climate change


To participate in the Call for papers, please send an email to tsbtechwatch@itu.int by 
Friday, 29 February 2008. Authors wishing to present papers should submit the following:

· The title of the proposed paper or presentation;

· A brief abstract (maximum 300 words), 

· The topic(s) from the list above to which it is relevant,

· The author’s full name, job title, affiliation and nationality 

· A short biography for the lead author(s)

· Contact details: postal address, telephone/mobile number and e-mail. 

· A preference for presentation at the Kyoto or London events

You may alternatively suggest a particular high-level speaker for inclusion in the programme. 
Authors will be notified of the acceptance of their papers following a peer-review process, drawing upon the resources of the Technology Watch Correspondence Group. Sales/Product promotion proposals will not be accepted for the workshop. Therefore, any commercial contributions submitted will be automatically rejected. 

Accepted papers/presentations should be submitted, in full, no later than Friday, 28 March 2008 (for the Kyoto symposium) or Friday 30 May (for the London symposium). 

All accepted papers/presentations, including those selected for published only, will be published on the ITU website and in any published proceedings of the symposia. [Author(s) of accepted papers will be invited to assign to ITU the right to reproduce the paper in the published proceedings of the symposium, in any forms and/or languages.]
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