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	- Aux Etats Membres de l'UIT
- Aux Membres des Secteurs et Associés de l'UIT‑T et de l'UIT‑D
- Aux Présidents et Vice-Présidents des Commissions d'études de l'UIT-T et de l'UIT-D
- Aux autres fonctionnaires élus

	


	Objet:
	"Réduire l'écart qui existe en matière de normalisation entre pays en développement et pays développés" 
Résolution 123 (Rév. Antalya, 2006) de la Conférence de plénipotentiaires; Résolution 44 de l'AMNT (Florianópolis, 2004); Résolution 47 de la CMDT (Doha, 2006)


Madame, Monsieur,

1
Comme vous le savez peut-être, la Conférence de plénipotentiaires de l'UIT (Antalya, 2006) a mis à jour la Résolution 123 intitulée "Réduire l'écart qui existe en matière de normalisation entre pays en développement et pays développés" (Annexe 1). Ladite Résolution fait également référence à la Résolution 44 adoptée par l'AMNT-04 (Florianópolis, 2004), qui expose un plan d'action pour la mise en oeuvre de la Résolution 123 (Annexe 2), et à des Résolutions similaires adoptées par la CMDT-06 (Doha, 2006), y compris la Résolution 47 (Annexe 3).

2
Dans la Résolution 123, la Conférence de plénipotentiaires reconnaît que la pénurie persistante dans les pays en développement de ressources humaines dans le domaine de la normalisation entraînera vraisemblablement des difficultés dans l'interprétation des Recommandations de l'UIT. Elle appelle le Secrétaire général et les Directeurs des trois Bureaux à oeuvrer en étroite coopération au suivi et à la mise en oeuvre de la Résolution, par l'intermédiaire des Bureaux régionaux et en collaboration avec les organisations régionales compétentes.
3
A cette fin, les Directeurs ont lancé un certain nombre de programmes et d'initiatives différents, tout particulièrement une série d'ateliers régionaux, organisés conjointement par l'UIT-T et l'UIT-D, sur la réduction des écarts existant en matière de normalisation et de développement. Cette série commencera par les réunions régionales de Mendoza (Argentine) le 24 septembre 2007 (Circulaire TSB 160) et de Kigali (Rwanda) du 2 au 4 octobre 2007 (Circulaire TSB 161), et devrait se poursuivre par celle prévue à Minsk (Bélarus) du 4 au 6 décembre 2007. En outre, un document d'information a été soumis au Conseil à sa session de 2007 (C07/EP/08): il contient des informations statistiques de base pour permettre d'apprécier les progrès futurs de la mise en oeuvre de la Résolution 123 et indique en détail les mesures concrètes qui ont été prises ou qu'il est prévu de prendre pour réduire l'écart.

4
La présente Circulaire a pour objet d'attirer votre attention sur l'invitation, lancée dans la Résolution 123 à tous les Etats Membres et à tous les Membres des Secteurs, en vue d'alimenter par des contributions volontaires un fonds destiné à réduire l'écart en matière de normalisation. Conformément aux dispositions de la Résolution 44 de l'AMNT-04 et à celles de la Résolution 47 de la CMDT-06, ce fonds serait géré par le Directeur du TSB avec la collaboration du Directeur du BDT et sera utilisé pour mettre en oeuvre le plan d'action figurant dans la Résolution 44, par exemple pour des programmes de formation, enquêtes, programmes d'étude mais non pour l'acquisition d'équipements.

5
Ce thème devant être examiné par le Conseil de l'UIT à sa session de 2007 (4‑14 septembre), nous vous saurions gré de bien vouloir indiquer si vous souhaiteriez contribuer à ce fonds ou aider par d'autres moyens à la mise en oeuvre de la Résolution 123.
Veuillez agréer, Madame, Monsieur, l'assurance de notre haute considération.
	Malcolm Johnson
Directeur du Bureau de la normalisation des télécommunications
	Sami Al Basheer Al Morshid
Directeur du Bureau de développement des télécommunications


Annexes: 3
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 166/BDT Circular 02/TND)
Resolution  123  (Rév. Antalya, 2006)

Bridging the standardization gap between 
developing and developed countries

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Antalya, 2006),

considering

a)
that "the Union shall in particular facilitate the worldwide standardization of telecommunications, with a satisfactory quality of service" (Article 1 of the ITU Constitution);

b)
that, in connection with the functions and structure of the Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T), in Article 17, the Constitution indicates that those functions shall be "..., bearing in mind the particular concerns of the developing countries, to fulfill the purposes of the Union...";
c)
that, under the Strategic Plan for the Union 2008-2011, ITU-T is to work to provide support and assistance to the membership, mainly to developing countries, in relation to standardization matters, information and communication network infrastructure and applications, and in particular with respect to (a) bridging the digital divide; and (b) providing training and producing relevant training materials for capacity building,
considering further
a)
that the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly adopted Resolutions 44 (Florianópolis, 2004), 53 (Florianópolis, 2004) and 54 (Florianópolis, 2004) as well as Resolution 17 (Rev. Florianópolis, 2004) to assist in bridging the standardization gap between developing and developed countries; 
b)
that the World Telecommunication Development Conference adopted Resolution 47 (Doha, 2006), which calls for activities to enhance knowledge and effective application of Recommendations of ITU-T and of the ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R) in developing countries, and Resolution 37 (Rev. Doha, 2006) which recognizes the need to create digital opportunities in developing countries,
recalling

that the Geneva Plan of Action and Tunis Agenda for the Information Society of the World Summit on Information Society (WSIS) emphasize efforts to overcome the digital divide and development divides,

noting

the following goals in the Strategic Plan for the Union for 2008-2011, adopted in Resolution 71 (Rev. Antalya, 2006) of this conference:

•
Goal 1: Maintaining and extending international cooperation among all Member States and with relevant regional organizations for the improvement and rational use of information and communication infrastructure of all kinds, taking the appropriate leading role in United Nations system initiatives on ICTs, as called for by the relevant WSIS outcomes;

•
Goal 2: Assisting in bridging the national and international digital divides in ICTs, by facilitating interoperability, interconnection and global connectivity of networks and services, and by playing a leading role, within its mandate, in the multistakeholder process for the follow-up and implementation of the relevant WSIS goals and objectives.;

•
Goal 6: Disseminating information and know-how to provide the membership and the wider community, particularly developing countries, with capabilities to leverage the benefits of, inter alia, private-sector participation, competition, globalization, network security and efficiency and technological change in their ICT sector, and enhancing the capacity of ITU Member States, in particular developing countries, for innovation in ICTs, 

recognizing

a)
the continued shortage of human resources in the standardization field in developing countries, resulting in a low level of developing-country participation in meetings of ITU-T and of ITU-R and, consequently, in the standards-making process, leading to difficulties when interpreting ITU-T and ITU-R Recommendations;

b)
ongoing challenges relating to capacity building, in particular for developing countries, in the light of rapid technological innovation and increased convergence,

taking into account

a)
that developing countries could benefit from improved capability in the application and development of standards;

b)
that ITU-T and ITU-R activities and the telecommunication/ICT market could also benefit from better involvement of developing countries in standard-making and standards application;

c)
that initiatives to assist in bridging the standardization gap are intrinsic to, and are a high priority task of, the Union,

resolves to instruct the Secretary-General and the Directors of the three Bureaux

1
to work closely with each other on the follow-up and implementation of this resolution, as well as the operative paragraphs of Resolutions 44 (Florianópolis, 2004), 54 (Florianópolis, 2004) and 17 (Rev. Florianópolis, 2004) and Resolution 47 (Doha, 2006) that assist in bridging the standardization gap between developing and developed countries;
2
to maintain, to the extent practicable, a close coordination mechanism among the three Sectors at the regional level through ITU regional offices;

3
 to further collaborate with the relevant regional organizations and support their work in this area, 

invites Member States and Sector Members

to make voluntary contributions to the fund for bridging the standardization gap, as well as to undertake concrete actions to support the actions and initiatives of ITU in this matter.

ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 166/BDT Circular 02/TND)

Resolution 44

Bridging the standardization gap between developing1 
and developed countries

(Florianópolis, 2004)

The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (Florianópolis, 2004),

considering

a)
that Resolution 123 (Marrakesh, 2002) of the Plenipotentiary Conference instructs the Secretary-General and the Directors of the three Bureaux to work closely with each other in pursuing initiatives that assist in bridging the standardization gap between developing and developed countries;

b)
that Resolution 129 (Marrakesh, 2002) of the Plenipotentiary Conference invites Member States to undertake concerted action to pursue the matter with a view to achieving the objectives of Resolution 37 (Istanbul, 2002) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference,

recognizing

a)
that, in accordance with Article 13 of the ITU Convention, the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA) is convened to consider specific matters related to telecommunication standardization;

b)
that the tasks undertaken in the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) cover both technical matters and matters having policy or regulatory implications;

c)
that Article 17 of the ITU Constitution, while providing that the functions of ITU‑T shall fulfil the purposes of the Union relating to telecommunication standardization, stipulates that such functions are to be performed "bearing in mind the particular concerns of the developing countries",

noting
a)
that the standardization gap between developed and developing countries should be bridged by collective efforts from both developed and developing countries;

b)
that ITU has been playing a key role in bridging the digital divide, which includes the standardization gap between developed and developing countries;

c)
that ITU's programmes for fostering Partnerships continue to strengthen and expand the assistance ITU provides its members, particularly developing countries,

taking into account
a)
that developing countries could benefit from an improved capability in the application and development of standards;

b)
that the telecommunication industry, particularly manufacturers and operators, could also benefit from the greater involvement of developing countries in the making and application of standards,

resolves

1
that the objectives of the action plan annexed to this resolution, aimed at bridging the standardization gap between developed and developing countries, should be implemented to the extent feasible without delay;

2
that the ITU regional offices shall be encouraged to work closely with the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB) in order to carry out the objectives of the action plan,

instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau 

1
to work closely with the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) on implementing the objectives of the action plan annexed to this resolution;

2
taking into account financial constraints and existing and planned BDT activities, to include in the TSB budget proposal to the Council funds identified for the implementation of this resolution,

invites the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau 

to work closely with the Director of BDT to encourage the formation of Partnerships as one of the means for financing the plan,

instructs the study groups

to be actively involved in the implementation of the programmes set forth in the action plan annexed to this resolution,


encourages Member States and Sector Members
to take the objectives set out in the action plan into account in their participation in ITU-T.

Annex to Resolution 44

Action plan for the implementation of Resolution 123 (Marrakesh, 2002) 
of the Plenipotentiary Conference 

I
Programme 1: Strengthening standard-making capabilities

1)
Objective

•
To improve the standard-making capabilities of developing countries.

2)
Activities

•
Developing guidelines to assist developing countries in their involvement in ITU‑T activities.

•
Developing webcasting systems that enable developing-country experts to follow study group meetings from their office workstations.

•
Conducting a certain number of consultancy projects designed to support developing countries in the development of standardization plans, strategies, policies, etc. The outputs should be further transformed into best practices.

II
Programme 2: Assisting BDT in enhancing efforts in respect of standards application

1)
Objective


To assist BDT in:

•
Ensuring that developing countries have a clear understanding of ITU-T Recommendations.

•
Enhancing the application of ITU-T Recommendations in developing countries.
2)
Activities


To assist BDT in:

•
Reviewing/assessing the existing national standards of developing countries and determining whether they are consistent and in accordance with the current ITU‑T Recommendations.

•
Developing a set of guidelines on how to apply ITU‑T Recommendations, with particular emphasis on Recommendations having regulatory and policy implications.

•
Compiling and maintaining a database containing information on new technologies that are standardized.

•
Organizing training courses on the application of specific Recommendations. 

•
Establishing a forum on the ITU‑T website where developing countries can raise questions concerning their understanding and application of Recommendations and seek advice from study group experts.

III
Programme 3: Human resource building

•
Organizing seminars, workshops and study group meetings in developing countries.

•
In close collaboration with BDT, providing training courses on standardization to developing countries.

•
Establishing and maintaining a forum, moderated by a group of experts, to support and provide advice to standardization bodies in developing countries.

IV
Programme 4: Flagship groups for bridging the standardization gap

•
A developed country voluntarily joins a number of developing countries in a small group in order to support them in their standardization activities. The close cooperation and direct support thus provided will enable the developing countries within such groups to carry out their standardization activities more effectively. The groups could be called flagship groups for bridging the standardization gap.

•
TSB shall support and encourage the establishment of such flagship groups, the activities of which should serve to improve the quality of standardization activities in developing countries.
•
Details of each new flagship group should be posted on the ITU-T website. Those details could include plans, reports on conducted tasks, best practices, etc.
V
Programme 5: Fundraising for bridging the standardization gap

a)
Contributions to the action plan in the following forms of Partnership and others means:

•
Partnership contributions.

•
Voluntary contributions by industry participating in the telecommunication market of developing countries.

•
Voluntary contributions by others.

•
Any potential additional budget allocated by ITU within budget limits.

b)
Management of funds raised by TSB:

–
The Director of TSB shall be responsible for the management of funds raised as above, which shall be used principally for achieving the objectives of these programmes.

c)
Principles for use of funds:

–
Funds are to be used for training, surveying, studying programmes, etc. (but not for the purchase of equipment).
ANNEX 3
(to TSB Circular 166/BDT Circular 02/TND)
Resolution 47 (Doha, 2006) 

Enhancement of knowledge and effective application of
ITU Recommendations in developing countries

The World Telecommunication Development Conference (Doha, 2006),

considering

that Resolution 123 (Marrakesh, 2002) of the Plenipotentiary Conference instructed the Secretary-General and the Directors of the three Bureaux to work closely with each other to bridge the standardization gap between developing and developed countries in such areas as conducting case studies on the application of Recommendations of the Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU‑T) and the Radiocommunication Sector (ITU‑R) or organizing training courses and workshops,

recognizing

that Resolutions 44 and 54 (Florianópolis, 2004) of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly resolved to implement the action plan aimed at bridging the standardization gap between developing and developed countries, which includes five programmes (Strengthening standard-making capabilities, Assisting the Telecommunication Development Bureau in enhancing efforts in respect of standards application, Human resource building, Flagship groups for bridging the standardization gap and Fundraising for bridging the standardization gap),

noting

a)
difficulties in understanding ITU Recommendations and related international standards to apply new technology to the network appropriately and effectively;

b)
the lack of practical information on the application of ITU Recommendations and related standards of other countries, and the lack of guidelines on applying these technical documents,

resolves to invite Member States and Sector Members
1
to engage in activities to enhance knowledge and effective application of ITU‑T and ITU‑R Recommendations in developing countries;

2
to introduce best-practice application of ITU‑T and ITU‑R Recommendations, in, for example, fibre-optic transmission technology, broadband network technology and information security, by organizing training courses and workshops especially for developing countries,

instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau, in collaboration with the Directors of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau and the Radiocommunication Bureau
1
to promote participation in training courses and workshops on best-practice application of ITU‑T and ITU‑R Recommendations for developing countries;

2
to establish a database containing information on new technologies that are standardized and develop guidelines on applying ITU‑T and ITU‑R Recommendations.

______________

1 	In this resolution, the term "developing countries" is used in the generic sense and includes also countries with economies in transition and least developed countries. 
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