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To Administrations of Member States of the ITU

Subject:
Participation of Associates in the work of ITU

1
Introduction

1.1
The Plenipotentiary Conference (Minneapolis, 1998) introduced the concept of Associates as a way for small entities or organizations to participate in the work of the ITU. It is up to each Sector (assembly and/or conference) to admit Associates as partners in their activities. The conditions governing the participation of Associates are stipulated in Articles 19, 20 and 33 of the Convention.

1.2
Pursuant to No. 241C of the Convention, the Radiocommunication Assembly (Istanbul, 2000) (RA-2000) decided to admit Associates to participate in the activities of the Radiocommunication Sector, and adopted Resolution ITU-R 43 (see Annex 1).

1.3
Resolution ITU-R 43 defines the rights of Associates and invited the Council to determine a financial contribution for Associates to share in defraying the expenses of the Radiocommunication Sector.

1.4
The Council at its last session in July 2000, approved the amount of the financial contribution for Associate membership, as indicated in Annex 2.

1.5
Annex 3 includes details of the administrative procedures such as the admission procedures, denunciation and loss of status.

2
Invitation for associate membership

In consideration of the importance of the above mentioned decisions aimed to enhance participation of small entities in the work of the ITU-R Sector, administrations are invited to disseminate the above information encouraging national applications for associate membership.

Applications should be sent by using the form included in Annex 4.

Relevant information can also be retrieved on the ITU WEB pages www.itu.int/ITU-R/associate-members.






Robert W. Jones






Director







Radiocommunication Bureau
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Annex 1

Resolution ITU-R 43

RIGHTS OF ASSOCIATES
(2000)

The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,

considering

a)
that the rapid pace of change in the radiocommunication environment and industry groups dealing with radiocommunications encourages the increased participation of interested entities and organizations in radiocommunication activities;

b)
that entities or organizations with highly focussed areas of activity may be interested only in a small part of the radiocommunication activities but may be discouraged from doing so by the financial obligation incurred by Sector Members;

c)
that Article 19 of the ITU Convention enables the Radiocommunication Sector to admit entities or organizations to participate as Associates in the work of a given Study Group or subgroups thereof;

d)
that Articles 19, 20 and 33 of the Convention contain provisions relevant to the participation of Associates,

resolves

1
that interested entities or organizations may join the Radiocommunication Sector as Associates, and be entitled to take part in the work of a selected single Study Group and its subordinate groups;

2
that Associates may take part in the process of preparing recommendations within a single Study Group, including the roles of participating in meetings, submitting contributions and providing comments before the adoption of Recommendations, if any;

3
that Associates shall be granted access to all Study Group documentation in their chosen Study Group and other Study Groups as required by the work programme;

4
that Associates shall not be involved in voting for, or approval of Questions and Recommendations;

5
that an Associate may serve as Rapporteur (see § 2.11 of Resolution ITU-R 1), within the selected Study Group, except for liaison activities which are to be handled separately,

invites

1
the Council to determine a financial contribution for Associate membership to share in defraying the expenses of the Radiocommunication Sector and the Study Group concerned as asked for by Article 33 of the Convention and promote wider participation,

instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau

1
to take the necessary steps to implement this Resolution as soon as practicable.
Annex 2

Financial contribution for Associate members

The ITU Administrative Council decided that the amount of the financial contribution for Associate membership be based upon the contributory unit for Sector Members and that it is calculated at 1/3 of 1/2 unit for Associates participating in the work of ITU-R.

In the context of the 2000-2001 biennium, given the contributory unit for Sector Members of 63.000 Swiss francs, the annual amounts would be 10.500.- Swiss francs for Associates participating in the work of ITU-R.

Annex 3

Administrative procedures

1
Admission procedure

1.1
Given that the relevant provisions of Article 19 of the Convention are also applicable to Associates, the same admission procedure will therefore be applied for Associates, taking into account each Associate's specific profile as referred in CV229 to CV231:

	
“229
	a)
recognized operating agencies, scientific or industrial organizations and financial or development institutions which are approved by the Member State concerned;

	

230
	b)
other entities dealing with telecommunication matters which are approved by the Member State concerned;

	

231
	c)
regional and other international telecommunication, standardization, financial or development organizations.”


2
Denunciation

2.1
An Associate may denounce its participation in a study group in accordance with the provisions of CV240 applicable to Sector Members:

	
“240
	10.
Any Sector Member has the right to denounce such participation by notifying the Secretary-General. Such participation may also be denounced, where appropriate, by the Member State concerned or, in case of the Sector Member approved pursuant to No. 234C above, in accordance with criteria and procedures determined by the Council. Such denunciation shall take effect at the end of one year from the date when notification is received by the Secretary-General.”


having due regard to CV472 to CV474:

	
“472
	2.
(1)
Every new Member State and Sector Member shall, in respect of the year of its accession, pay a contribution calculated as from the first day of the month of accession or admission, as the case may be.

	
473
	
(2)
Should a Member State denounce the Constitution and this Convention or a Sector Member denounce its participation in a Sector, its contribution shall be paid up to the last day of the month in which such denunciation takes effect in accordance with No. 237 of the Constitution or No. 240 of this Convention, respectively.

	
474
	3.
The amounts due shall bear interest from the beginning of the fourth month of each financial year of the Union at 3% (three per cent) per annum during the following three months, and at 6% (six per cent) per annum from the beginning of the seventh month.”


In the event of discontinuation of the Study Group in which the Associate participates, the Associate could participate in another Study Group of its choice prior to any denunciation on its part.

3
Loss of status of Associate 

3.1
The procedures governing loss of Associate status are the same as those approved by the Council with regard to Sector Members (see CV240 in § 2).

Annex 4
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	APPLICATION FORM FOR ASSOCIATES

National entities and organizations are invited to send this form through the national telecommunication administration of the Member State to which they are responsible. Regional and international organizations may send it directly to the ITU Secretary-General.

	The following company /organization /entity:

	Name:   





	Contact person (for future correspondence):   


	Title:   





	Mailing address:   


	
Tel: 



Fax: 



E-mail: 





	wishes to become an Associate of:   




(
ITU-R *)

(ITU-T and ITU-D not applicable yet) 

	in the category of:   (Please tick the appropriate box)




(
recognized operating agency





(
scientific or industrial organization





(
financial or development institution





(
other entity dealing with telecommunication matters





(
regional and other international telecommunication, standardization, financial or development organization

	I, the undersigned, have the power and authority to submit this application on behalf of my company / organization / entity:

	
Name:  




	
Title:  




	
Date:  



Signature: 


	Please make sure that you have given all the information requested.

*
The annual financial contribution for an  Associate participating in ITU-R is 10.500 Swiss francs for the biennium 2000-2001.
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