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	Administrative Circular	22 May 1997


	CACE/97


To Administrations of Member States of the ITU and�Radiocommunication Sector Members participating in the �work of the Radiocommunication Study Groups and the Special Committee on�Regulatory/Procedural Matters


�
Subject:	Approval of two new ITU-R Questions and their assignment to Radiocommunication Study Groups 10 and 11


Referring to Circular CAR/31 of 13 January 1997, I would like to inform you that two new ITU-R Questions have been approved by correspondence in accordance with Resolution ITU�R 1-1 (§ 3.2 and 3.3) and therefore constitute official texts for study by the Radiocommunication Study Groups. The texts of these Questions are attached for your reference and will be published later as Addenda to Documents 10/1 and 11/1 which contain the ITU-R Questions approved by the 1995 Radiocommunication Assembly and assigned to Radiocommunication Study Groups 10 and 11.





	Robert W. Jones�	Director, Radiocommunication Bureau


Annexes: Questions ITU-R 219/10 and 248/11











Distribution:


-	Administrations of Member States and Radiocommunication Sector Members


-	Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Radiocommunication Study Groups and Special Committee on Regulatory/Procedural Matters


-	Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Conference Preparatory Meeting


-	Members of the Radio Regulations Board


-	Secretary-General of the ITU, Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau


�



ANNEX 1


Question ITU-R 219/10


spectrum management ISSUES RELATED TO THE INTRODUCTION�OF THE BROADCASTING SATELLITE SERVICE (SOUND)�IN THE FREQUENCY RANGE 1 � 3 GHz


(1997)


The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,


considering


a)	that the World Administrative Radio Conference for Dealing with Frequency Allocations in Certain Parts of the Spectrum (Malaga-Torremolinos, 1992) (WARC-92) allocated frequencies to the broadcasting-satellite service (BSS) (sound) and complementary terrestrial broadcasting in bands near 1.5, 2.3 and 2.6 GHz for digital sound broadcasting to fixed, portable and vehicular receivers;


b)	that it is necessary to ensure that the introduction of the BSS (sound) and complementary terrestrial broadcasting proceeds in a flexible and equitable manner;


c)	that this objective is addressed by Resolution 528 (WARC-92) which calls for the convening of a competent conference for the planning of the broadcasting-satellite sound in the allocated bands and the development of procedures for the coordinated use of complementary terrestrial broadcasting;


d)	that there are activities to implement satellite sound broadcast services;


e)	that amongst these activities there are proposals for national services and those which are more broadly based, serving several countries simultaneously;


f)	that from the point of view of providing wide area coverage it is desirable to use a common frequency band;


g)	that the ITU-R has found the study of sharing issues associated with satellite sound broadcasting very complex and difficult to resolve,


decides that the following Question should be studied


1	What is the most effective way of utilizing the existing capacity for all broadcast sound services, noted in considering e) and f)?


2	What is the most effective way to assign frequencies to, and introduce, satellite services which are intended to be received in more than the notifying administration?


3	What planning approaches or methodologies will permit satellite digital sound broadcasting on an equitable basis?


further decides


1	that the results of the above studies should be included in (a) Recommendation(s);


2	that the above studies should be completed by the year 2000.


�
annex 2


QUESTION ITU-R 248/11


HARMONIZATION OF METHODS FOR DELIVERY OF MULTICHANNEL�DIGITAL SERVICES TO THE HOME


												(1997)


The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,


considering


a)	the achievements in Study Group 11 in developing an integrated set of Recommendations related to digital terrestrial television broadcasting;


b)	the progress made in developing Recommendations on digital television multiprogramming by satellite;


c)	the imminent introduction of both satellite and terrestrial digital broadcasting systems;


d)	the need to clearly identify the advantages of a single common receiver for the various delivery media;


e)	the recommendations of the World Broadcasting Union in support of considering d), with a view to facilitate an economic introduction of digital broadcasting services in developing countries;


f)	that in order to achieve international exchange of programs and data services across different media boundaries it is necessary to agree upon a basic set of standards;


g)	that draft new Recommendation (Document 11/37) already identifies a set of basic elements of a worldwide Family System for Digital Terrestrial Television Broadcasting, which can be extended to multiple media technologies;


h)	that the digital methods for the delivery of multichannel services to the home over terrestrial and satellite broadcast channels, cable channels, via telephony services and recorded media are undergoing rapid development;


j)	that the various delivery media have different characteristics and require differing transmission solutions;


k)	the advantages of having the maximum number of shared parameters for the various source coding and support mechanism applicable to the various delivery media,


decides that the following Question should be studied


1	What basic set of standards should be recommended to achieve international exchange of programs and data services across the various media boundaries?


2	What coordinated approach should be followed in the development of the various delivery media for digital services?


�
3	What elements of a basic set of standards should be standardized which includes:


–	multiple level compression and coding syntax for both video and audio;


–	program multiplex standard including:


–	standard for identification (Header/Descriptor);


–	electrical and mechanical interface at the data stream level,


together with their appropriate terminology for the various delivery media in a coordinated approach, e.g. by recommending common processing algorithms for the source coding and transport mechanism, headers and descriptors enabling a common receiver to identify and process a range of services having different characteristic, etc.,


further decides


1	that the results of the above studies should be included in (a) Recommendation(s);


2	that the above studies should be completed by 1999.
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