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Subject:
Decisions of the Radiocommunication Assembly (Geneva, 2003) relevant to RAG

1. The Radiocommunication Assembly, 2003, considered, within its terms of reference, several issues of importance to the RAG. In particular, it considered the relationship between the Radiocommunication Assembly and the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG), bearing in mind the new arrangements governing the work of the RAG and its relationship with the Radiocommunication Assembly, as specified in the amendments to the Constitution and Convention adopted by the Plenipotentiary Conference, Marrakesh, 2002, which will enter into force on 1 January 2004. 

2.
The following is a brief summary of decisions of the Radiocommunication Assembly that are relevant to RAG, including decisions on those issues that were extensively debated at RAG.

2.1
The Radiocommunication Assembly adopted Resolution ITU-R 52 by which it decided to assign, in addition to the provisions of Article 11A, the following specific matters within its competence to the RAG between this Assembly and the next Assembly, and that the RAG should also take into account any specific matters as directed by a WRC to the RAG:

–
maintain up-to-date, efficient and flexible working procedures in accordance with Resolutions and decisions approved by the Radiocommunication Assembly;

–
consider and recommend modifications to the programme of work, in relation to the strategic and operational plans;

–
keep under review the activities of the radiocommunication study groups;

–
decide on the need to maintain, terminate or establish groups other than study groups, CCV, Conference Preparatory Meeting (CPM) or Special Committee on regulatory/procedural matters (SC), and appoint their Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen, in accordance with CV136A and CV136B (Marrakesh, 2002);

–
consider other specific matters within the competence of the Radiocommunication Assembly, subject to prior consultation with, and to the unopposed agreement of, the Member States.

In addition, the Assembly invited the RAG, in accordance with CV160G, to develop its own working procedures compatible with those adopted by the Radiocommunication Assembly, and to report to the next Radiocommunication Assembly on the results of implementing this Resolution.

2.2
The Assembly considered the report of its correspondence group on possible changes to the structure of the radiocommunication study groups, as well as proposals from the membership, and decided to make no changes to study group structure. However, the Assembly invited the study groups to consider further the relevant proposals in this respect (review of the scope of Study Group 6; establishment of a single working party within ITU-R for HF issues; merger of Study Group 1 and Study Group 3; merger of Study Group 8 and Study Group 9 to form a single terrestrial study group, with mobile satellite issues transferred to Study Group 4) and to report on their deliberations to RAG, indicating the advantages and disadvantages of such mergers (see Summary record of the third plenary meeting, Document RA03/PLEN/83).

2.3
The Assembly reviewed the conference preparatory process and decided to maintain Resolution ITU-R 2 (Conference Preparatory Meeting) with no substantive changes.

2.4
The Assembly reviewed Resolution ITU-R 38, dealing with the study of regulatory/procedural matters, and amended it so as to cover the issue of activation of the Special Committee for preparations for regional radiocommunication conferences.

2.5
The Assembly maintained Resolution ITU-R 6-1 (Liaison and collaboration with the ITU-T Sector), Resolution ITU-R 7-1 (Telecommunication development including liaison and collaboration with the ITU-D Sector) and Resolution ITU-R 41-1 (Collaboration with the ISO and the IEC on broadcasting technologies) with no change, thus maintaining the specific instructions to the RAG contained therein.

2.6
The Assembly reviewed Resolution ITU-R 9, dealing with liaison and collaboration with other organizations. The revised Resolution instructs the Director to develop guidelines on procedures for the contribution of material of other organizations to the work of the study groups or groups established by the study groups, including the use of references to documents of other organizations in ITU-R Recommendations. Furthermore, the Resolution instructs the RAG to review these guidelines.

2.7
The Assembly reviewed Resolution ITU-R 1 dealing with working methods and introduced several substantive modifications. The Assembly also decided to create a RAG correspondence group on the subject of electronic document handling (EDH) to explore issues of particular interest and concern to the Radiocommunication Sector. Under the coordination of Mr Jose Costa (Nortel Networks, Canada), the correspondence group will work in close collaboration with Working Party 3 of TSAG as well as the Information Services Department of ITU. The RAG, at its November 2004 meeting, will review the activities of the correspondence group. In this respect, the Bureau implemented the following arrangements:

a)
the correspondence group will operate with the address rag-edh@itu.int;

b)
TIES registered users could register to participate in the mailing list through their TIES Account, using the item "Subscribe / Unsubscribe to mailing lists";
c)
Mr Costa will coordinate exchanges of mail as necessary, and will act as a facilitator for this correspondence group.

2.8
The Assembly appointed Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of the radiocommunication study groups, the Special Committee on regulatory/procedural matters, CCV, CPM and RAG. In this respect, it is to be noted that the Assembly appointed Mr B. Gracie (Canada) as Chairman and Messrs. N. Kisrawi (Syria), W. Luther (United States), A. Pavliouk (Russian Federation) and I. Samake (Mali) as Vice-Chairmen of RAG.

3.
In communicating the above summary, the Bureau invites your participation in the newly created correspondence group on electronic document handling, as well as in the correspondence group on operational planning in the ITU-R (see Circular-letter CA/127), bearing in mind the forthcoming activities in this respect. 



Valery Timofeev

Director, Radiocommunication Bureau
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