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Summary

ITU-D Study Group 1 hereby presents a review of its work in 2008 to the 14th meeting of the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG), Geneva, 28-30 January 2009.

Introduction

In 2008, the work of Study Group 1 served to consolidate the quality of exchanges of information and experience among participants. Cooperation with the programmes, with BDT and with the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau proved valuable in enriching the debates within the rapporteur groups. Actions are being undertaken with the cooperation of BDT in order to consolidate the results, build Study Group 1's momentum and improve interactions with BDT.

Positive outcome in 2008

Fruitful cooperation between BDT and Study Group 1

Under the impetus of the management team and the programmes, cooperation with BDT was visible in particular in the now regular organization of joint seminars. In 2008, two seminars were organized, on 8 September 2008, one on "universal access to broadband services", the subject of Question 7-2/1, and the other on "tariff and cost models, including for next-generation networks", the subject of Question 12-2/1, in close collaboration with BDT Programme 1. 

On the occasion of World Telecommunication and Information Society Day on 17 May 2008, devoted to access to ICTs for people with disabilities, an article by the Rapporteur for Question 20/1 and the official in charge of the Special Initiatives Division was published in a special thematic issue of ITU News.

Rapporteurs, at least those working for their national administrations, may now use G-Rex, an extremely useful information exchange tool for providing support to anyone requesting assistance and which may also provide useful material for the study of their Questions. BDT and the study groups can but benefit from this collaboration

Increasing participation

The third annual meeting of Study Group 1 which took place from 8 to 12 September 2008 registered record participation, with 126 delegates from 48 Member States and 21 Sector Members, confirming the excellent results obtained in 2007. The meeting benefited from greater interaction between participants, thanks to the significant efforts deployed by the rapporteurs in leading the discussions and giving Powerpoint presentations. The meeting confirmed the clear improvement in the quality of contributions, a trend which started back in 2006, from both Member States and Sector Members. 

These results are attributable primarily to the support provided by BDT and the work undertaken since 2004 to increase the number of participating delegates and countries. Participation by developing countries has increased, thanks to a large measure to better organization of rapporteur group meetings. Each rapporteur group held a meeting during the period from February to May 2008 and several participants were able to attend more than one meeting thanks to the organization of joint meetings.

Increasing number of contributions 

It is noteworthy that the efforts deployed have also resulted in a sharp increase in the total number of contributions since 2004: a progression of 63 per cent was recorded from 2006 to 2007 and 56 per cent from 2007 to 2008 (see chart below).

Number of contributions by annual meeting of Study Group 1
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Last stage up to WTDC-10

The current study period will end with the final meeting of Study Group 1, from 7 to 11 September 2009 in Geneva. On this occasion, all the rapporteur groups will finalize their work in order to complete the reports on their studies, propose revised Questions or draw up new Questions for consideration by the next World Telecommunication Development Conference in 2010 (WTDC-10)

Conclusion

Since 2006, Study Group 1 has been engaged in a radical revision of its working methods in order to produce results that meet Member States' and Sector Members' expectations and needs more effectively.

Study Group 1's credibility is founded in the collective expertise which finds expression in its annual meeting and within its rapporteur groups. These meetings enable every participant to follow all the work under way in an efficient and transparent manner. Study Group 1 accordingly wishes to thank the Member States and Sector Members for the rich and interesting exchanges which have taken place throughout the past year.
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