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Priority area

Place a tick against the area to which your proposal relates:

	Enabling environment
	(

	Telecommunication/ICT policy and regulatory issues, including ICT economics (market analysis, cost modelling and tariffs) and statistics (indicators, measuring the information society), as well as human capacity building in each of these areas.

	Infrastructure 
	

	Development of fixed, mobile and broadband networks, including broadcasting networks and spectrum management, next-generation networks, rural communications, emergency telecommunications and disaster relief, as well as human capacity building in each of these areas.

	Applications
	(

	Specific applications for the use of ICTs, including, inter alia, e-government, e-health, e-ecology and climate change, etc., and fostering security and confidence in the use of ICTs, including protection of children and youth, as well as human capacity building in each of these areas.

	Proposal within the framework of the programmes

Select the method of implementing the proposal:

	Establish tools
	(

	Develop educational materials
	

	Information exchange (symposia, seminars, publications, research) 
	

	Direct assistance to countries, including projects
	(


Description of the proposal
The creation of e-Business systems is one of the key strategic priorities in the building of the information society, with e-Business and e-Trade systems being geared towards commercial, transport and logistical operations, as well as to the provision of services to different categories of user on the basis of modern information and communication technologies and electronic document management systems.

The need to develop and implement such systems in countries with economies in transition is a very urgent one, stemming from the need for compliance with international rules for the conduct of e-Business (aimed at reducing the time and expenditure involved in getting products onto the markets) as well as with the requirements being laid down by a number of foreign countries.

The ways in which such conditions are to be met are governed by numerous technical and regulatory texts drawn up by international organizations (UN/CEFACT, WTO, WCO, IATA, ITU) and foreign countries (including the countries of the EC, the United States and China).

Under European Union Regulation 178/2002 – the “General Food Law” – it has, since 2005, been obligatory to have traceability at all stages of the chain, from production and transportation through to the sale of the product. This is achieved by means of highly advanced and internationally standardized product coding technologies in the form of bar-coding and, henceforth, radio-frequency identification (RFID) in frequency bands regulated by ITU, as well as unified formats for product description, all of which comes under the heading of “electronic passports”.

European Union Regulation 1907/2006, concerning the Registration, Evaluation, Authorization and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH), requires the registration in international databases of chemical substances for a broad range of products, under the principle "no data – no market". This electronic resource must provide network access to both suppliers and control bodies.

Similar requirements in regard to the supply of products are being adopted by other countries. The United States, for example, has introduced anti-terrorist legislation. At the same time, requirements are being established in regard to government purchasing by means of e-Procurement, which enables not only purchasers but also suppliers to make savings.

In a context of global crisis characterized by increasingly stringent requirements in regard to the quality and safety of export products, it is vital to develop and implement an information system capable of vouching for the quality and safety of products in accordance with international regulations and standards.

In the economically developed countries, e-Trade and the automation of trading companies have now advanced to such a degree that any producer failing to take the above-mentioned circumstances into account has little chance of getting its products, however high their quality, onto the market. Businesses in Belarus and in other CIS countries must therefore take the necessary steps to meet the following requirements in regard to product description:

1)
Each item must have its own unique code which unambiguously identifies it in the global economic space and, consequently, in any information system in which it is automatically recorded.

2)
A full description of the item, drawn up in accordance with the requirements laid down in the corresponding international standards, must be accessible in real time to the information systems of all commodity distribution network participants in order to enable compliance with the conditions for confirmation of product quality and safety during the operations involved in the production cycle, loading/unloading, shipment, warehousing, storage, distribution and retail sale.

3)
Items must be classified in accordance with generally-accepted international requirements, thereby expediting their market availability.

4)
Participants in the e-Trade system must conduct their electronic data interchange (EDI) operations using the internationally-specified formats (EDIFACT, ebXML, GS1 XML).

The challenges described above can be met through the creation and implementation of national distributed "Electronic passport database for goods (EPDG)" systems, the interaction of which would make for considerable simplification of trading procedures and the movement of legally registered products with online certification of origin, quality, safety and traceability within the CIS and EU.

Purpose

The establishment of an EPDG would serve the following main purposes:

–
Creation, on the basis of international standards, of a freely-accessible resource containing information about products (consignments of goods), enabling all commodity distribution network participants, including end users and supervisory bodies, to obtain (within the scope of their competence) the details they require as to the item in question and its quality and safety, on the basis of the item identification numbers (GS1 codes) used by 150 countries and accounting for some 90 per cent of global commercial exchanges.

–
Establishment of a basis for the organization in Belarus of e-Trade systems using UN-recommended electronic data interchange standards (EDIFACT - Electronic Data Interchange for Administration, Commerce and Transport).

–
Simplification of trading, transport and logistical procedures by means of electronic document management in line with UN/CEFACT recommendations.

–
Creation of conditions for the simplification and boosting of production in both the domestic and external markets.

Current tasks

The setting up and implementation of an EPDG system will enable the following:

–
Creation, on the basis of international standards, of a freely-accessible resource containing information about products (consignments of goods), enabling all commodity distribution network participants, including end users and supervisory bodies, to obtain (within the scope of their competence) the details they require as to the item in question and its quality and safety, on the basis of item identification numbers.

–
Stimulation of processes for the wide-scale introduction of e-Trade systems and harmonization of the electronic document management side of goods transportation.

–
Putting in place of the prerequisites for the establishment of mobile trade systems based on mobile communication devices (telephones, PDAs, etc.) providing remote access to such resources.

Implementation of the system will produce the following results:

1)
A harmonized approach to the coding, classification and automatic processing of products, on the basis of international standards.

2)
Mutual integration, on the basis of international standards, of all government and corporate information resources describing individual groups and elements of product characteristics.

3)
Minimization of paper documentation in goods exchange operations.

4)
In the case of products with unique identification, lower expenditure in terms of primary accounting, presale processing and storage and logistical operations; a shorter delivery period; speedier market availability; elimination of expenditure caused by supply chain errors; and higher output control reliability where production deadlines are concerned.

5)
Satisfaction of international requirements in regard to traceability for individual product groups (food products, feed, medicines, etc.) at all the stages from production to sale.

6)
Provision of international identifiers to users of the system that will enable them to position themselves uniquely in the global economic and electronic societies on the basis of international UN/EDIFACT standards and to participate by right in commodity distribution networks.

7)
Simplified monitoring of the use of strict accounting forms and documents for product distribution.

8)
Establishment of conditions for the monitoring of product distribution at all stages (production, warehousing, transportation, sale), including for the purpose of affording additional protection to users by recalling poor-quality or dangerous products from the market.

Period of implementation

2010-2011 (two years).

Funding requested

Total expenditure: EUR 1 million for the period 2010-2011, of which 50 per cent of the total project cost from the Republic of Belarus's own resources.

Repayment of the funds will be effected from the income generated by the services provided by the system to various categories of user (trade enterprises and commodity distribution networks, government entities and supervisory bodies, business partners and citizens) as well as to provider entities (GSM operators, mobile service providers, logistics facilities, etc.). Recovery of the cost of the system is expected within two to three years.

Opportunities for further development of the project

At the national level: in the period 2012-2013, wide-scale connection of users of the system (producers, trade networks, certification entities, supervisory bodies, etc.), and provision of online and mobile services.

At the international level: setting up and implementation of similar systems in the CIS countries on the basis of the results obtained in the development and practical implementation phases. Organization of interworking between national systems in the interests of simplifying trade procedures and product delivery. Use of the experience acquired for the establishment of a pilot project for the EC countries.

Regional initiatives

Description of the initiative relating to the selected priority area.

The development of e-Trade systems and of standardization in that sphere have been earmarked as a priority area of work at the level of the CIS countries, the Regional Commonwealth in the field of Communications, national programmes in the CIS countries, and the CIS Interstate Council for Standardization, Metrology and Certification.

The concept of creating an interdepartmental distributed “Electronic passport database for goods” information system was discussed at the 15th session of the Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN/CEFACT) and was recommended as a project at the regional level.

Study group Questions

Place an "X" against any existing Questions under which studies are currently being carried out that relate to your proposal and which should be maintained. Otherwise, if necessary, add new Questions at the end of the list. 

	ICT strategies and policies

	Question 6-2/1: 
	Regulatory impact of next-generation networks on interconnection
	

	Question 7-2/1: 
	Regulatory policies on universal access to broadband services
	

	Question 10-2/1:
	Regulation for licensing and authorization of converging services
	X

	Question 12‑2/1:
	Tariff policies, tariff models and methods of determining the costs of services on national telecommunication networks, including next-generation networks
	

	Question 18-1/1:
	Domestic enforcement of telecommunication laws, rules and regulations by national telecommunication regulatory authorities
	

	Question 19-1/1:
	Implementation of IP telephony in developing countries
	

	Question 20/1: 
	Access to telecommunication services for people with disabilities
	X

	Question 21/1: 
	Impact of telecommunication development on the creation of employment
	X

	Question 22/1:
	Securing information and communication networks: Best practices for developing a culture of cybersecurity
	X

	ICT services, networks and applications

	Question 9-2/2:
	Identification of study topics in the ITU-T and ITU-R study groups which are of particular interest to developing countries
	

	Question 10-2/2:
	Telecommunications for rural and remote areas
	

	Question 11-2/2:
	Examination of terrestrial digital sound and television broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, interoperability of digital terrestrial systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue terrestrial techniques to digital techniques
	

	Question 14-2/2:
	Telecommunications for e-health
	

	Question 17-2/2:
	Progress on activities for e-services/applications in the world
	X

	Question 18-1/2:
	Implementation aspects of IMT‑2000 and information‑sharing on systems beyond IMT-2000 for developing countries
	X

	Question 19-1/2:
	Strategy for migration from existing networks to next‑generation networks for developing countries
	X

	Question 20-2/2:
	Examination of access technologies for broadband telecommunications
	

	Question 22/2:
	Utilization of ICT for disaster management, resources, and active and passive space-based sensing systems as they apply to disaster and emergency relief situations
	

	Resolution 9 (Rev. Doha, 2006): Participation of countries, particularly developing countries, in spectrum management
	


Proposed new Questions

Proposals relating to the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG)

Proposals relating to the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)
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