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Human capacity building.

Description of the proposal

In favour of an "equitable European scheme" for audiovisual media and local broadcasting services. In favour of a "service of general economic interest" (SGEI) for telecommunications.

AMARC is the global organization for community broadcasting. Its European branch, AMARC-Europe, brings together community radio practitioners and experts in Europe. 

The debate on digital radio and resource optimization hinges on standardization choices and on allocation of the digital dividend in Europe, as well as on the structure of the wholesale market ("Market 18") in telecommunications. Digitization of the spectrum offers an opportunity for the European Commission to reappraise the processes governing allocation of the resource which have hitherto protected the interests of service providers, whether public sector or private sector.

Allocation of the spectrum resource divided up "by apartment" causes problems for the audiovisual industry and providers of culture, since such an arrangement favours telecommunication operators (broadband) over service providers (broadcast), hence to the detriment of community media.

It is good for regulation to adopt a broad approach to allocation on the basis of strategic choices in regard to cultural diversity and independence of the media. AMARC intends to contribute to global thinking on allocation of the resource, including the dividend (bonus). 
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