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Priority area

Development of fixed, mobile and broadband networks, including broadcasting networks and spectrum management, next-generation networks, rural communications, emergency telecommunications and disaster relief, as well as human capacity building in each of these areas.
Description of the proposal
The COMPARTEL programme has promoted universal access to services, by extending coverage of community telecommunication solutions, with emphasis on rural and urban areas in the national territory whose populations display high rates of unmet basic needs. The Government drew up a proposed long-term vision for the country, in the form of the document entitled "Visión Colombia II Centenario: 2019" [Colombia II Centenary Vision: 2019], which included guidelines for ICT development, primarily under the strategies on "Generating an adequate infrastructure for development" and "Moving towards an informed society". These strategies contain goals in terms of achieving appropriate levels of universal service and access to telecommunications and development of the population's capacity to use and apply ICTs.
CONNECTIVITY

The primary mission of the COMPARTEL programme is to provide access to social telecommunications in rural areas and layers 1 and 2 of urban areas, as a cross-cutting tool for the country's development, in order to strengthen competencies in the field of education and in the provision of services to citizens and to the production sector.

As regards connectivity, the COMPARTEL programme has mandated four phases and has supported regional projects for the installation, operation, maintenance and provision of Internet connectivity in 24 029 public institutions. Beneficiaries include not only educational establishments, but also mayors' offices, libraries, health institutions, cultural centres, centres managing agricultural business, town councils, courts, and such like, covering all the country's municipalities and reaching more than 3 400 localities.

The main beneficiary is the education sector, with 19 639 centres, representing a national coverage of 46%, and 5 892 719 students, representing 63% of officially registered students in the country.

Similarly, through various initiatives, the COMPARTEL programme is furthering a strategy to improve quality of service in terms of connectivity in 3 365 institutions that were beneficiaries in the first phase, increasing access speed by expanding the channel to 1 Mbps, providing 24 hours of free service and upgrading technology, and replacing 11 450 computers.

TELECENTRES

The aim of this programme is to bridge the digital divide and provide ICT access to the most remote communities. The initial strategy of telecentres included the provision of adequate premises, service, administration, operation and maintenance of the associated infrastructure. Coverage was thus provided to all municipal capitals and 294 population centres of more than 1 700 inhabitants which did not previously enjoy Internet service. By 2006, 1 490 telecentres had been installed under this scheme, and in 2008 contracts were renegotiated, yielding 1 220 upgraded telecentres and 173 new ones. 

As from 2007, onwards, the strategy for opening Internet community access centres has been reformulated, to promote the active participation of regions in opening schools to benefit from the project, generate local content, train citizens and promote utilization of the existing infrastructure by the population. 

By August 2009, 3 267 telecentres had been opened, of which 1 669 under the strategy for establishing educational establishments as Internet community access centres.

COLOMBIAN SATELLITE

Satellite communication systems are a vital component for the development  of ICTs, and more specifically for facilitating access to communications in remote locations in certain geographical areas of Colombia, where the absence of terrestrial interconnection networks makes satellite communications the sole solution. The Government has a growing demand for satellite communications, to fulfill its responsibility to connect more than 50 000 public entities in Colombia by 2019 and in view of its efforts to expand communications coverage to various strategic points throughout its territory.

To respond to needs, it is imperative that the country should have its own satellite capacity that can be used for social connectivity initiatives.

The Ministry of ICT has set up a forum for potential stakeholders in the project and has engaged a consultancy firm to structure the technical, legal and financial aspects of the process and accompany the licensing, award and contracting phase.

The selected contractor will be required to offer a "turn-key" project (delivery in orbit), including satellite construction, launch and orbital acquisition (GSO), guaranteeing proper operation for the first year, earth segment systems for telemetry and control, TT&C, training and technology transfer, among other things.

The estimated cost of the project is USD 230 million, and it will be financed with resources from the ICT Fund.

OPTICAL FIBRE SUBMARINE CABLE FOR THE ISLAND OF SAN ANDRÉS

The COMPARTEL programme is deploying a project for the construction and operation of an optical fibre submarine cable in order to improve and promote the delivery of telecommunication services to the Island of San Andrés.

The aim of the project is to provide a technological solution to improve access to and efficient use of ICTs, boost telecommunication service coverage in this island department and thereby facilitate equitable access to technologies for the island's inhabitants, as well as the social and economic development of the region. The project is promoting a robust and dynamic platform scalable to market needs and affordable for all telecommunication operators under equal conditions.

The widespread use of ICTs will enable San Andrés to provide a higher grade of competitive services for education, health, tourism and trade, thereby opening up opportunities for the population, and to optimize online government services. 

This project, which is vital for the archipelago, envisages the installation of an optical fibre submarine cable system from the island of San Andrés to the town of Santiago de Tolú in the Sucre department, over a route approximately 800 km long in a physical loop connecting the island territory of San Andrés with the rest of continental Colombia.

With resources of over USD 23 million from the ICT Fund, the project includes design, installation, bringing into service, operation and maintenance of the optical fibre submarine cable system. Activities under the project began in July of this year, and the system is scheduled to be in operation by September 2010.
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