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Description of the proposal
1. Background & Justification

Analogue Radio & Television terrestrial broadcasting have been facing many challenges and difficulties from different dimensions. Some of these concerns are - i) poor quality of service; ii) multipath propagation and fading causing severe degradation of quality; iii) frequent interferences in broadcasting bands; iv) limited scope for future expansion due to saturated broadcasting spectrum; v) limited or no scope for value added services; vi) no room for meeting consumer’s expectations; etc. 

However, to minimize the problems associated with the analogue broadcasting there has been continuous developments and technological advancements taking place at a quite rapid pace in the field of broadcasting. These new technologies are capable of addressing almost all the difficulties of analogue broadcasting and thereby are capable of providing excellent quality; making efficient utilization of spectrum; conserving energy; creating more channel capacity; supporting innovative, interactive & value added services; addressing to the requirements/ expectations of different segments of people; etc. 

But the fact is that these modern technologies are very complex, difficult to understand and completely different from the analogue system. At the same time, broadcasters do not have expertise and experience to adapt these new technologies into their broadcasting environment. They find it extremely difficulty to plan, implement, operate and maintain modern technologies despite many advantages. Besides the above, broadcasters are also some how under compulsion to adapt to digital technologies because of the following reasons:

a. Modern digital technologies have many advantages over analogue. It increases efficiency and productivity, provides more capacity, enhances quality, conserves energy and spectrum, etc.

b. Existing analogue equipment are slowly getting obsolete. Broadcasting industries/ manufacturers have already stopped production of most of the analogue equipment. As a result, maintenance of these analogue equipment became difficult due to non-availability spare parts and replacements.

c. Most of the broadcasters in developed countries have already switched to modern digital technologies. Therefore, to ensure compatibility in terms of technology and inter operability, broadcasters from developing & under developed world are to switch to digital.

Certainly, switching to digital broadcasting has many advantages. But most of the broadcasters from Asia-Pacific region required adequate exposure in understanding the new technologies which would enable them making appropriate decision towards proper selection of standards/technologies, planning and implementation. Therefore, there is an urgent need to provide adequate training to the broadcasters in the areas of modern digital technologies. 

2. Proposal

Considering the problems associated with the analogue radio and television terrestrial broadcasting, recognizing the advantages and importance of digital broadcasting technologies and its benefits to the society, realizing the difficulties associated with the broadcasters in the Asia-Pacific region and analyzing the training need of member organizations, we propose the following training projects for due consideration and support from ITU. 

1. Regional Seminar on Digital Radio & Television broadcasting – focusing on analogue to digital transition. Digital transition is the most crucial phase of Digital broadcasting. It requires careful planning and optimal utilization of resources. Broadcasters often find it difficult to initiate and carry forward these complex planning and arrangements due to lack of experience and exposure. However, this kind of seminars would help them to learn from the case studies and experiences of leading broadcasters who have already implemented similar projects. To attract maximum participation, the seminar is proposed to be organized in Singapore in conjunction with BroadcastAsia.

2. Regional Seminar on Recent Developments on Broadcasting Technologies - as a pre-summit event of Asia Media Summit. This is a kind of awareness development programme on recent innovative developments of technologies in the field of broadcasting. The very purpose of organizing this kind of seminars in conjunction with the Asia Media Summit is that a large no. of high level broadcasting professionals, to the tune of 500, participates in this summit. Organisation of pre-summit events/seminars at this kind of platform would attract more participation resulting in effective dissemination of information to the right target group. Topics like Convergence, HDTV Technology, New Media Technologies, ICT, etc. are proposed to be covered in these seminars.

3. Digital Radio Symposium in Jakarta and India. The very purpose of this symposium is to facilitate the radio broadcasters to plan smooth rollout of digital radio broadcasting network. Development of digital radio network is very essential for extending the advantages and specialties of digital radio to its end users. The symposium will also have exhibition and parallel workshops on specialized areas to meet the diversified needs of the broadcasters.

4. In-Country workshop on Disaster Management and Emergency Warning System. Natural disasters like Cyclone, Flood, Earthquake, etc. are very frequently occurring in Asia-Pacific region. These kinds of disasters always cause huge loss of life and property. People often find it extremely difficult to handle this kind of situation. There is an urgent need to develop facilities and infrastructure to assist people during disasters using modern technologies. Often, media people do have a greater responsibility and role to manage disasters. It is therefore, necessary to develop awareness amongst the media professionals to know about various modern technologies that can help and alert people during disaster by organizing In-country workshops on regular basis. 

5. Effective Utilisation of Spectrum - Planning & Management. The spectrum in broadcasting bands is already saturated leaving no scope for further expansion. Broadcasters find it extremely hard to introduce new digital broadcasting services due to lack of spectrum. The spectrum planning exercise for digital broadcasting services requires complex processing and scientific approach. Workshops on spectrum planning will facilitate broadcasters making the spectrum utilization more effective and efficient.

6. 1st Conference of Heads of States of Information & Broadcasting in Bali, Indonesia. The purpose of this conference is to bring together the Heads of the States on Information and Broadcasting to devise long term policy for development of media and broadcasting. 

7. Pacific Islands Annual workshop on Broadcasting Developments. Broadcasters from Pacific Islands find it extremely difficult participating in developmental programmes that have been taking place outside their region due to various reasons like high travel cost, economical condition, etc. However, organization of regular In-Country workshops in the Pacific Islands will help the broadcasters in developing their Knowledge and skills on modern technologies and will also enable them to plan effectively towards bringing improvement in the quality broadcasting. 

8. Road show on Digital Broadcasting – Innovative and Interactive applications for the Least Developed Countries (Nepal, Maldives…). It is proposed to organize a Road show programme on Digital broadcasting to assist the LDCs in building up a strong digital broadcasting network. This would be in the form of workshops with practical demonstrations on digital broadcasting to enable them to learn and understand the technologies better.

9. IPTV – Digital Content Production and Management. IPTV requires huge quantity of digital content. It also requires a system for proper management of content. Many IPTV service providers are not very familiar with the digital programme production technologies and production techniques. Therefore, there is a need to train professionals on digital content production and content management using modern technologies on regular basis. Workshops proposed on this subject will focus more on hands on training.

10. Capacity building programmes for African countries on similar line.
3. Aims

The aims of these projects are to facilitate and support radio and television broadcasters towards achieving improvement in broadcasting quality, utilizing broadcast spectrum effectively and efficiently, creating channel capacity to provide more choices to the listeners/ viewers, providing attractive and interactive value added services adhering to consumers expectations, etc. through proper selection, planning and implementation of the state-of-the-art broadcasting technologies in conformity to their broadcasting environment. 

4. Objectives

The objectives of these projects are to enable the broadcasters in Asia-Pacific region for better understanding of the features and potentials of modern digital technologies; to update and enhance their skill, Knowledge and Attitude; to identify, plan and implement the most appropriate technologies/standards; to built confidence on use of modern technologies; to improve the quality of broadcasting service; to plan & implement innovative and interactive services; to improve operational efficiency, to conserve energy, and to create capacity for their broadcasting services; etc.

5. Action Plan 2010-2013

Year 2010

Proposal No.
2.i
Regional Seminar on Digital broadcasting – preparation for Analogue to Digital Switch Over in Singapore in June
2.ii
Regional Seminar
 on Convergence & Broadcasting– applications and innovations - as a pre-summit event in Beijing, China in May
2.ii
Asia Media Summit 2010 in Beijing, China Regional Conference in May
2.iii
In-country, Digital Radio Symposium in Indonesia

2.iv
In-country, Disasters Management and Emergency Warning System in India

2.v
Sub-regional workshop, Effective Utilization of Broadcasting Spectrum - Planning & Management in Maldives in February
2.vii
In-country, Pacific Islands Annual workshop on Digital Audiovisual archive in Tonga in September
2.viii
Regional, Road show on Digital TV Broadcasting – Innovative and Interactive applications in Nepal in November
2.ix
IPTV – Digital Content Production & Management in November
2.x
In-country workshop on Digital broadcasting – preparation for Analogue to Digital Switch Over in Sudan in December
Year 2011

Proposal No.
2.i
Regional Seminar
on Digital broadcasting – preparation for Analogue to Digital Switch Over in Singapore- June
2.ii
Regional seminar on HDTV Production and Planning, as a Pre-Summit event in Australia in May
2.ii
Asia Media Summit 2011 in Australia, (Regional Conference, 2 days) in May
2.iii
In-country, Digital Radio Symposium in Vietnam

2.iv
Disasters Management and Emergency Warning System, Sri Lanka (3 days) in February
2.v
In-country seminar on Digital broadcasting – SFN & Spectrum Planning in India Regional Workshop in July
2.vi
1st Conference of Heads of States of I&B in Bali, Indonesia (2 days) October
2.vii
Regional, Pacific Islands Annual workshop on HDTV Production & Distribution, Fiji, In-country, in August 

2.viii
Road show on Digital Broadcasting – Innovative and Interactive applicationsin Maldives in December
2.ix
IPTV – Digital Content Production & Management

Year 2012

Proposal No.
2.i
Regional Seminar on Digital broadcasting – preparation for Analogue to Digital Switch Over in Bangladesh

2.ii
Regional Seminar on Connecting Asia & Pacific through ICT - as a Pre-Summit event in Delhi, India - May
2.ii
Asia Media Summit 2012 in Delhi, India Regional Conference, 2 days in May
2.iii
In-country, Digital Radio Symposium in Philippines

2.iv
Regional, Disaster Management and Emergency Warning System
2.vii
Pacific Islands Annual workshop on Media Convergence
2.viii
Road show on Digital TV Broadcasting in Cambodia in October
2.ix
IPTV – Digital Content Production & Management

2.x
HDTV Production and Planning, Africa -December
Year 2013

Proposal No.
2.i
Digital broadcasting – preparation for Analogue to Digital Switch Over
2.ii
New Media Technologies & Media Convergence - as a Pre-Summit event
2.ii
Asia Media Summit 2013

2.iii
Digital Radio Symposium
2.iv
Disaster Management and Emergency Warning System in Indonesia

2.v
Effective Utilization of Broadcasting Spectrum - Planning & Management

2.vii
Pacific Islands Annual workshop on Media Convergence
2.viii
Road show on Digital Radio Broadcasting in Laos

2.ix
Digitization of Audiovisual Archive Africa
Regional initiatives related to the proposal
6. Initiatives
AIBD offers various capacity building activities, consultancy services, conferences and seminars, training manuals and publications. It is mandated to:

· Assist broadcasters in their region/countries in human resource development consistent with their development needs;

· Establish strong international cooperation and collaboration and to encourage regional and international dialogue and cooperation in electronic media policy and to promote closer bilateral cooperation in the electronic media development and convergence;

· Orient bilateral cooperation with the view towards promotion of educational and development goals;

· Create a network of collaborating institutions in the field of broadcasting development, training and research;

· romote a partnership between the public and the private sectors that encourages the most effective utilization of the resources allocated for electronic media development;

· Promote electronic media management that encourages continuous human resource development;

· To promote the idea and concept of Public Service Broadcasting.

About 80% of AIBD training activities are related to content production and remaining 20% on technology and applications. On an average, AIBD organises about 80 training programmes and trained about 1’700 broadcasting professionals every year in this region.

Particularly, in the areas of broadcast technology development, it has been focusing in the areas of Digital content production & preservation, Digital terrestrial broadcasting, Application of modern technologies, etc. and implemented a number of projects as described below:

During the last five years, AIBD has implemented about 20 training programmes on Digital Audiovisual Archive Technologies and facilitated the broadcasters in modernising their audiovisual archive system in the Asia-Pacific region. 

In collaboration with ITU, AIBD has been organising regional workshops and seminars on Digital Terrestrial Television broadcasting. So far, it has organised 6 training programmes on this subject and trained more than 250 broadcasting professionals from this region.

AIBD use to organise about 4 to 5 workshops on modern broadcasting technologies every year and facilitate the broadcasters in understanding the potential, features and capabilities of new technologies including proper identification and implementation technology in conformity to their broadcasting environment.

During the last two years AIBD has implemented 30 training projects (10 workshops in 2007 and 20 workshop in 2008-09) for RTA, Afghanistan.

There is huge demand for training of broadcasters in this region and what AIBD has been doing is very little in comparison with the requirements. However, with support from ITU, we can expand the scope of developmental training activities and will give more focus on the introduction of Digital technologies and expansion of digital broadcasting network.

Study Group Questions

	ICT services, networks and applications

Question 11-2/2
Examination of terrestrial digital sound and television broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, interoperability of digital terrestrial systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue terrestrial techniques to digital techniques

Question 22/2
Utilization of ICT for disaster management, resources, and active and passive space-based sensing systems as they apply to disaster and emergency relief situations


____________[image: image2.png]


















Contact point:
Name/Organization/Entity:
Das, AIBD, Malaysia
Phone number:
+60 3 22 82 37 19
Email:
das@aibd.org.my

