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Priority area

Telecommunications/ICT policy and regulatory matters, including ICT economics (market analysis, cost modelling and tariffs) and statistics (indicators, measuring the information society). This includes Human capacity building in each of these areas.
Programme proposal

Information sharing (symposia, workshops, publications, studies)
Description of the proposal
It is proposed that the RPM should cover overall NGN issues, including architecture and design principles, timescales for notification of network change, service withdrawal, migration.

This could include but not limited to:

· Technical standards and interoperability for networks,

· Architecture; transport; signaling; quality of service and network management; conformance testing, principles and frameworks that govern the development and implementation of NGN and systems,

· Commercial matters related to NGN migration: processes for product definition, ordering, fault reporting; cost bearing for product and service development; new charging structures,

· Public interest matters such as emergency issues.

Regional initiatives related to the proposal
There should be a regional initiative to explore and discuss NGN issues as they progress. The countries interested in NGN deployment. Apart from that, the region need to consider whether appropriate incentives are needed to encourage the development of both NGN & NGA given the relative risk/ reward profile; and to consider the right balance between regulatory policy, government intervention, competitive supply, market demand.
Study Group Questions

	ICT strategies and policies

Question 6-2/1
Regulatory impact of next generation networks on interconnection

Question 7-2/1
Regulatory policies on universal access to broadband services

Question 10-2/1
Regulation for licensing and authorization of converging services Telecommunication development strategies and policies

Question 19-1/1
Implementation of IP telephony in developing countries ICT services, networks and applications

Question 22/2
Utilization of ICT for disaster management, resources, and active and passive space-based sensing systems as they apply to disaster and emergency relief situations


Proposals for new Questions
1. What technological and economic obstacles exist in the region with respect to NGN deployment? 

2. What are interconnection system, either uniform or varying according to service, would be feasible and necessary with regard to NGN interconnection? 

3. What are challenge poses the task to ensure end-to-end QoS in the world of present day NGN? 

4. How do you consider importance of the regulatory issues and related regulatory approaches in the transition period to NGN?
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