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	Geneva, 13 May 2015

	[bookmark: Adress_E]Ref:
	TSB Circular 151
COM 17/MEU
	-	To Administrations of Member States of the Union, to ITU-T Sector Members, to ITU-T Associates and to ITU-T Academia from the Africa Region

	Tel:
	+41 22 730 5866
	

	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5853
	

	E-mail:
	tsbsg17@itu.int 
	Copy:
-	To the African Telecommunication Union (ATU);
-	To African ICT Consumers Network (AICN); 
-	To Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS);
-	To East African Communication Organisation (EACO);
-	To the League of Arab States;
-	To the ITU Regional Office for Africa Region;
-	To the ITU Area offices for Africa;
-	To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of Study Group 17;
-	To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of Study Group 17 Regional Group for Africa;
-	To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;
-	To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau

	Subject:
	Creation of ITU-T Study Group 17 Regional Group for Africa (SG17 RG-AFR)


[bookmark: StartTyping_E]Dear Sir/Madam,
It is my pleasure to inform you that ITU-T Study Group 17, Security, at its 17 April 2015 closing plenary meeting decided to create an ITU-T Study Group 17 Regional Group for Africa (SG17 RG-AFR) as defined in WTSA-12 Resolution 54.
Mr Michael Katundu (Kenya) is the Chairman, and Mr Mohamed Elhaj (Sudan), Mr Patrick Mwesigwa (Uganda) and Mr Mohamed Touré (Guinea) are the Vice-Chairmen of the Study Group 17 Regional Group for Africa.
Regional Groups have been very effective in coordinating regional contributions to our work, and they are excellent vehicles to organize meetings close to home. Regional Groups also contribute to the inclusivity of the ITU-T standardization process.
The terms of reference for the ITU-T Study Group 17 Regional Group for Africa (SG17 RG-AFR) are set out in Annex A.
A web page is available at http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/studygroups/2013-2016/17/sg17rgafr.
A mailing list is available at t13sg17rgafr@lists.itu.int.
We are looking forward to a fruitful cooperation and welcome your support of and participation in this SG17 Regional Group for Africa.
Yours faithfully,
Chaesub Lee
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
Annex: 1


ANNEX A
(to TSB Circular 151)
Terms of Reference for ITU-T Study Group 17 Regional Group for Africa (SG17 RG-AFR)
ICT Security is considered one of the main challenges of developing as well as developed countries. To achieve its goal to build confidence and security in the use of information and communication technologies (ICTs), ITU has adapted a number of resolutions related to security:
· ITU Plenipotentiary Resolutions: 181 (Guadalajara, 2010), 130, 174, 179, 188, 189, 198, 199, 200, 201 (Busan 2014);
· ITU WTDC Resolutions: 34, 45, 67, 69, 79 (Rev. Dubai, 2014);
· ITU WTSA Resolutions: 50, 52, 58 (Rev. Dubai, 2012).
Also enhancing security and building confidence in the use of ICT applications is one of priority domains for objective 3 of the Dubai Action Plan adopted at the 2014 World Telecommunication Development Conference.
Taking into account the above-mentioned Resolutions, and considering WTSA-12 Resolutions 17 (Telecommunication standardization in relation to the interests of developing countries) and Resolution 44 (Bridging the standardization Gap between developing and developed countries) and taking into account Resolution 123 of the Plenipotentiary Conference, the closing SG17 Plenary (17 April 2015) created the African Regional Group for SG17 as defined in WTSA-12 Resolution 54.
Objectives
The main objective of the Regional Group will be to encourage national authorities and operators from countries in Africa to work together and better contribute to ITU-T SG17 activities in general and in particular in line with the SG17 mandate.
Terms of reference
a) To encourage active participation of African administrations, regulators and operators in the work of ITU-T SG17 and to report periodically the outcomes and deliverables;
b) To facilitate the participation of Member States and Sector Members of the African region in ITU-T meetings related to ICT security;
c) To identify with other stakeholders the relevant priorities of the region in the field of security;
d) To strengthen standard-making capabilities within the African region in accordance with WTSA-12 Resolution 44 on "Bridging the Standardization Gap" (Rev. Dubai, 2012);
e) To encourage African countries to contribute actively in developing ITU-T security Recommendations work;
f) To disseminate and share relevant information provided by ITU-T SG17 and similar technical bodies on security matters;
g) Assist African administrations, regulators and operators on implementation of ITU-T Recommendations;
h) To identify training needs on security for the operators and regulatory authorities in Africa and coordinate the organization of technical tutorials in the region on such topics jointly with ITU-T SG17;
i) Act as liaison body between African administrations/operators/regulators and ITU-T in matters relating to ICT security standards;
j) To collaborate with the African Telecommunication Union (ATU) and with other regional organizations in Africa;
k) To encourage discussions on ICT security challenges facing member states in the continent;
l) To encourage participation of African countries in Rapporteur's meetings, workshops and other ITU-T Study Group 17 events;
m) To reflect African real problems and needs regarding ICT Security with close collaboration with regional bodies like Africa-CERT;
n) The regional group will present a progress report of its activities to every SG17 meeting.
Working methods
The regional group will mainly work electronically and by correspondence through designated focal points and will consider having face-to-face meetings when possible.
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