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Geneva, 2 September 2011
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	Ref:

Tel:

Fax:
Email:
	TSB Circular 224
+41 22 730 6208
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg5rgafr@itu.int
tsbsg12rgafr@itu.int 

	To Administrations of Member States of the Union, to ITU-T Sector Members, to ITU-T Academia and to ITU-T Associates from the Africa Region


	
	
	Copy:

- African Telecommunications Union (ATU)
- ITU Africa Regional Offices

- ITU Area offices for Africa


	Subject:
	Participation in the work of the ITU-T SGs 5 and 12 Regional Groups for Africa


Dear Sir/Madam,

Pursuant to Resolution 54 (WTSA-08) to support the creation of regional groups, SGs 5 and 12 Regional Groups for Africa were established with the following objectives amongst others:
· To encourage active participation of African administrations, regulators and operators in the work of ITU-T. 

· To boost discussions on Quality of Service (QoS) and Quality of Experience (QoE) challenges facing administrations, operators and regulators in the continent.

· To boost discussions on Electromagnetic Compatibility (EMC) and Electromagnetic Field (EMF) effects on health challenges facing administrations, operators and regulators in the continent.
· To act as a liaison body between administrations, operators, regulators and ITU-T in matters relating to Environment and Climate Change.

During the 2nd and 3rd meetings of SGs 5 and 12 Regional Groups for Africa held in Gaborone, Botswana from 27 to 29 July 2011, it was resolved that there was a need to stimulate active participation from African Countries.  Therefore, I would like to encourage your organization to fully participate and nominate focal points for the above mentioned study groups.

I also wish to inform you of the progress already made:

Study Group 5 Regional Group for Africa (ITU-T SG5RG-AFR)
1. First meeting held in Nairobi, Kenya, on 29 July 2010 (see SG5 RG-AFR–R1 – E：http://www.itu.int/md/T09-SG5RG.AFR-R-0001/en).
2. Adhoc meeting held in Geneva, Switzerland during the ITU-T SG5 meeting of 23 November – 1 December 2010 (see TD 640 GEN/5: http://www.itu.int/md/T09-SG05-101123-TD-GEN-0640/en).
3. Second meeting held in Gaborone, Botswana, on 27 July 2011 (see SG5 RG-AFR-R2-E: http:/www.itu.int/md/T09-SG5RG.AFR-R-0002/en). 
Regional Group of SG12 on QoS for the Africa Region (ITU-T SG12RG-AFR)
1. First meeting held in Accra, Ghana, on 18-19 June 2009 (see SG12 RG-AFR–R1–E: http://www.itu.int/md/T09-SG12RG.AFR-R-0001/en).
2. Second meeting held in Nairobi, Kenya, on 28 July 2010 (see SG12 RG-AFR-R2–E: http://www.itu.int/md/T09-SG12RG.AFR-R-0002/en).
3. Two adhoc meetings held in Geneva, Switzerland during the ITU-T SG 12 meeting of 
18- 27 January 2011 (see TD 433 rev1 (GEN/12): http://www.itu.int/md/T09-SG12-110118-TD-GEN-0443/en).
4. Third meeting held in Gaborone, Botswana, on 28-29 July 2011 (see SG12RG-AFR-R3-E: http://www.itu.int/md/T09-SG12RG.AFR-R-0003/en). 
For more information on the work of these two regional groups, kindly refer to the following websites:
SG5 RG-AFR - http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/others/sg5rgafr/Pages/default.aspx
SG12 RG-AFR - http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/others/sg12rgafr/Pages/default.aspx 
I would also like to take this opportunity to invite you to the next Regional Group Meetings to be held in Benin, in July 2012.  Further details will be provided at a later stage.
Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
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