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Geneva, 3 June 2010
	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 121
COM 3/RH

+41 22 730 5887
+41 22 730 5853
	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union

	E-mail:
	tsbsg3@itu.int
	Copy:

-
To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;

-
To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of Study Group 3;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau


	Subject:
	Study Group 3 Work on international mobile roaming


	Action:
	Please respond by 30 September 2010 at the latest


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
As mentioned in TSB Circular 75 of 25 November 2009, Study Group 3 (SG3) is studying the topic of International Mobile Roaming.  A summary of discussions that took place at the 
17-21 May 2010 meeting of SG3 can be found in COM 3 – R 12, which will be published shortly.  The Terms of Reference of the International Mobile Roaming work were revised during the 
17-21 May 2010 meeting of SG3 and now read:

1. To continue to identify recent studies within administrations (including actions by regulators) and within regions on international mobile roaming charging arrangements; 

2. To continue to identify market developments that have occurred within administrations, regions and globally that have contributed to a reduction in roaming rates for consumers;
3. To investigate the possible effects of regulatory frameworks and agreements regarding international mobile roaming between administrations and regions, and report on this to the March 2011 meeting of SG3;
4. Consider the need to circulate, on an annual basis, a questionnaire to collect information on international mobile roaming issues, in particular inbound and outbound call rates, as well as the taxes being applied to international mobile roaming services; 

5. Cooperate with the BDT in relation to information collection and explore the possibility of collaboration with BDT on this issue;
6. Consider developing a Recommendation, a supplement to an existing Recommendation and/or guidelines, taking into consideration COM 3-C 49 from the African Group and paragraph 6 of TD 10 (WP2/3).  The decision on the appropriate approach will be made by the March 2011 meeting of SG3;
7. These Terms of Reference recognise that work is currently underway within other organisations, for example the Organisation for Economic and Co-operative Development (OECD), Body of European Regulators for Electronic Communications (BEREC), Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation/Telecommunications (APECTEL), Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT), Iniciativa para la Integración de la Infraestructura Regional Suramericana (IIRSA), African Telecommunication Union (ATU), Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL), Communication Regulators Association of Southern Africa (CRASA), West Africa Telecommunications Regulators Assembly (WATRA), and League of Arab States (with AREGNET) and these should be considered by the Rapporteur Group as they become available during this study period; 

8. Continue to liaise with the GSM Association in relation to this study; 
9. Report on a regular basis the findings of this study, including any updates on 1 through to 8, to the meetings of SG3. 

This study should be undertaken in close cooperation with the SG3 Regional Groups and, if justified, with other regional groups and we invite them to provide input against these Terms of Reference

2
The purpose of this Circular is to inform the membership with respect to the work that is being undertaken by SG3, and to invite the membership to provide information on initiatives, activities and plans with respect to this topic that could assist the work of SG3.  In particular, in accordance with the Terms of Reference reproduced above, SG3 would welcome information on:
· recent studies within administrations (including actions by regulators) and within regions on international mobile roaming charging arrangements;
· market developments that have occurred within administrations, regions and globally that have contributed to a reduction in roaming rates for consumers;
· possible effects of regulatory frameworks and agreements regarding international mobile roaming between administrations and regions.
3
I should like to stress the importance of contributions from the membership for this work and therefore rely on your active cooperation.

4
I should be grateful if you could send any relevant information to the TSB not later than 30 September 2010.

5
Replies will be published (TIES-protected) unless the source indicates that the reply should not be published.  Confidential replies will be summarized by TSB.
6
Any requests for further details or clarification in respect of the present questionnaire should be sent to me, preferably by e-mail at the following address: tsbsg3@itu.int. 

I thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson 
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
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