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Geneva, 8 September 2009
	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 55
TSB Workshops/P.R.

+41 22 730 5235
+41 22 730 5853
	- To Administrations of Member States of 
   the Union;

- To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;


	E-mail:
	tsbworkshops@itu.int 
	Copy:

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of ITU-T Study Groups
-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	ITU Workshop on Accessibility – Bamako, Mali
(13-15 October 2009)


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the kind invitation of the Ministry of Communications and New Technologies, Mali, ITU is organizing a two and a half day Workshop on Accessibility which will take place at Hotel Azalai Salam, Bamako Coura, Mali, from 13 to 15 October 2009.
The event will open at 0930 hours on the first day. Detailed information concerning the meeting room will be displayed on screens at the entrances of the venue.

2
Discussions will be held in English and French.  Simultaneous interpretation will be provided.
3
Participation to the workshop is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates and to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work.  This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations.  

4
The objectives of the workshop is to discuss current trends and the future for accessibility to ICTs in ITU, with a focus on ITU-T’s standardization work in the field. It will act as an excellent networking platform for experts and other interested parties, and aims to help build national capacities for accessible ICTs in African countries. A key aim will be to identify the problems associated with the application of ICTs to peoples with disabilities.
The need to identify requirements for future accessibility standards will be addressed. Participants will be asked to share experiences and best practices for ICT policies, strategies and services, to meet the needs of persons with disabilities.

Furthermore, this event is expected to attract technical organizations, governments, service providers, and industry leaders but also representatives of the civil society and NGOs. Participation by persons with disabilities is strongly encouraged in order that their needs can be properly understood.

Member States and regulators will be asked to take into account accessibility standards while the private sector will be encouraged to incorporate accessibility and Universal Design principles from the very beginning of standardization studies.

The workshop will be seen as:

· A follow-up of the World Telecom Forum 2009 Accessibility panel on "Assistive technologies, Accessibility and e-health” held in Geneva (8 October 2009) and of the side-event on Accessibility held at WTSA-08 (22 October 2008) in Johannesburg; 

· An excellent opportunity for the African countries to continue to share their experiences in the field of Accessibility and ICTs, as was done in Lusaka in July 2008, and 

· A good occasion to review the achievements of the ITU-T work following the approval at WTSA-08 of the Resolution 70 (“Telecommunication/information and communication technology accessibility for persons with disabilities”). 

 5
The draft programme of the workshop including presentations and relevant information will be made available at the ITU-T website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/accessibility/200910/index.html. 
6
Practical information relating to this event is enclosed as Annex 1. 

7
Accommodation: Detailed information on accommodation including list of hotels can be found in Annex 2 or at the ITU-T website: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/accessibility/200910/index.html.  For your convenience, a hotel and transfer reservation form is enclosed as Annex 3.  Delegates are requested to book their hotel rooms directly with the hotel of their choice by completing and returning this form by 5 October 2009.
Transportation from the airport to the hotels and meeting venue will be provided by the host Administration.  In order to ensure airport pickup and transfer, delegates are requested to send a copy of their hotel and transfer reservation form by fax or email to Mr. Sidi Mahamane Touré, Fax: +223 20 23 14 04, E-mail: sidihamane@yahoo.fr..  
 8
Fellowships: ITU-T will provide a limited number of partial fellowships, within the available budget, to one participant per eligible country as specified in “Condition 2 “ of the Fellowship request form in Annex 4. The participant must be duly authorized by the respective ITU Administrations from Least Developed Countries and from developing countries with per-capita income under US$ 2,000. While the provision of fellowship is limited to only one participant per country, the number of delegates from a country is not limited provided the expenses of additional delegates are borne by the country. Participants requiring a fellowship are requested to complete the Fellowship Request Form in Annex 4 and return it to the ITU by fax to +41 22 730 5778 by 5 October 2009 at the latest.  
9
Registration: To enable TSB to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of the workshop, I should be grateful if you would register via the on-line 
form at : http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/accessibility/200910/index.html as soon as possible, but not later than 6 October 2009.  Please note that pre-registration of participants to the workshop is carried out exclusively online.
10
Please note that a valid passport is required to enter Mali and citizens of some countries may require a visa. Where this is the case, visa applications can be made from the embassy or consulate representing Mali in your country. Participants should take appropriate steps, well ahead of the meeting dates to apply for their visas, if needed.  

Yours faithfully,
Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 4
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 55)
ITU Workshop on Accessibility – Bamako, Mali
(13-15 October 2009)

Practical Information 
Topic of the Workshop: Exchange of experiences on standardized telecommunication materials for people with disabilities in Mali

General information

1
Venue
The meeting will be held at the Azalaї SALAM hotel

Address:
Bamako Coura, Bamako
Tel.:

+ (223) 20 22 36 57
Tel.:

+ (223) 20 22 12 00
Tel.:

+ (223) 20 22 12 05
Tel.:

+ (223) 20 22 36 37
E-mail:

azalaihotelsalam@azalaihotels.com 
Website:
www.azalaihotels.com 
2
Arrival and local transport

Arrangements will be made to meet delegates upon arrival if they so wish. Delegates wishing to be met are requested to send their flight arrangements and arrival time to:

Mr Sidi Mahamane Touré
Tel.:
+ (223) 20 23 14 90/91
Cell.:
+ (223) 66 74 91 63
Fax:
+ (223) 20 23 14 94
E-mail: 
sidihamane@yahoo.fr 
3
Formalities for entering Mali

A valid passport is required for entry into Mali. Nationals from certain countries also require a visa. Delegates are therefore requested to contact the Mali embassy in their country for the necessary information.

4
Currency

The local currency is the CFA Franc (XOF). The present rate of exchange is XOF 655: EUR 1 and XOF 470: USD 1. Currencies can be exchanged at the airport or at the bureaux de change in the town centre.

5
Electricity

The main electric current is 220 Volt. Please ask at your hotel reception if you require a lower voltage.

6
Health/vaccinations

An international certificate of vaccination against yellow fever is required.

7
Contact

For any questions or information you may require, please contact:

Mr Sidi Mahamane Touré
Tel.:
+ (223) 20 23 14 90/91
Cell.:
+ (223) 66 74 91 63
Fax: 
+ (223) 20 23 14 94
E-mail: 
sidihamane@yahoo.fr 
ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 55)

ITU Workshop on Accessibility – Bamako, Mali
(13-15 October 2009)

LIST OF HOTELS

Accommodation

Below is a list of recommended hotels offering preferential rates.

	AZALAI SALAM
Bamako-Coura
Tel.:
+ (223) 20 22 12 00
Fax:
+ (223) 20 23 12 05
Single room: XOF 48 500 not including breakfast
E-mail: 

salam@ikanet.net 
Website:
www.azalaihotels.com 
* Seminar venue
	AZALAI NORD - SUD
ACI 2000
Tel.:
+ (223) 20 29 69 00
Fax:
+ (223) 20 29 69 69
Single room: XOF 37 500 
E-mail:

azalainordsud@azalaihotels.com
Website:
www.azalaihotels.com

	OLYMPE
Badala extension
Tel.:
+ (223) 20 23 46 63
Fax:
+ (223) 20 23 46 62
Single room: XOF 32 000 not including breakfast
E-mail:
olympehotel@yahoo.fr 
	MIRABEAU
Quartier du Fleuve
Tel.:
+ (223) 20 23 53 18
Fax:
+ (223) 20 23 1 77
Single room: XOF 38 500 including breakfast
E-mail:

mirabeau@cefib.com 
Website:
http//mirabeau.50webs.com  

  

	BOUNA
ACI 2000
Tel.:
+ (223) 20 29 04 44
Fax:
+ (223) 20 29 04 43
Single room: XOF 33 000 not including breakfast
E-mail: bouna@afribone.net.ml 
	RESIDENCE KOME
ACI 2000
Tel.: 
+ (223) 20 29 00 00
Fax:
+ (223) 20 29 29 99
Single room: XOF 40 500 not including breakfast
E-mail:
komeresidence@arc.net.ml 

	KOUTENA
ACI 2000
Tel.:
+ (223) 20 29 26 12
Fax:
+ (223) 20 23 26 13
Single room: XOF 25 000 including breakfast
	LES COLONNES
ACI 2000
Tel.: 
+ (223) 20 23 46 29
Fax:
+ (223) 20 23 46 28
Single room: XOF 30 500 including breakfast
E-mail: 
lescolonnes@hotmail.com 

	LAICO HOTEL ELFAROUK
Quartier du Fleuve
Tel.:
20 23 18 30
Fax:
20 22 61 61
Room: 
52.000; 62.000; 89.000
	LAICO HOTEL AMITIE
Quartier Bozola
Tel.:
20 21 43 21
Tel.:
44 97 53 00
Fax:
20 21 43 85
Room:
106.000
E-mail:

lamitie@laicohotels.com 
Website: 
www.laicohotels.com 


ANNEX 3
(to TSB Circular 55)
HOTEL AND TRANSFER RESERVATION FORM 

Delegates are kindly requested to complete and return the hotel reservation form directly to the hotel of their choice by 5 October 2009. To ensure airport pickup and transfer, a copy of this form should also be sent by fax or email to: Mr. Sidi Mahamane Touré, Fax: +223 20 23 14 04, E-mail: sidihamane@yahoo.fr..   
Host contact person: (For airport transfers)
Mr. Sidi Mahamane Touré
Fax: +223 20 23 14 04,
E-mail: sidihamane@yahoo.fr..   
Delegates’ Information

Surname:    ………………………………………………………………………………………
Other Names: …………………………………………………………………………………...
Job Title: ………………………………………………………………………………………….
Country/Organization: ………………………………………………………………………..
Address:    ……………………………………………………………………………………….     

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Tel: …………………………………………………       Fax:  ………………………………….
Email: ……………………………………………..        Nationality: ……………………......
Hotel accommodation: (Please tick the appropriate Box):

Note: This section is for host’s information only.  Hotel arrangements should be confirmed 
with the hotel directly and details noted on this form prior to its submission.
	Name of Hotel


	Single

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   
	Double
 FORMCHECKBOX 
              




Special Dietary Requirements: ………………………………………………………….
Other Requirements: ……………………………………………………………………..
Name as printed on Credit Card: ……………………………………………………..
Type of Credit Card & Number: ………………………………………………………..
Expiry Date: …………………………………………………………………………………

Flight information: (Note:  This section is for host’s information and to arrange airport transfers)
Date of Arrival:                                                         
Flight Number:

Date of Departure:                                                  

Flight Number:

Signature:                                                   Date:
ANNEX 4
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	Please return to:
	Fellowships Service
ITU/BDT
Geneva (Switzerland)


	E-mail : bdtfellowships@itu.int 

Tel: +41 22 730  5095 or +41 22 730 5487
Fax: +41 22 730 5778 

	Request for a fellowship to be submitted before  5 October 2009  

	Participation of women is encouraged

	Country:  ……………………………………………………………….………..……………………………..

Name of the Administration or Organization:  ………...……………….…..………………………………

Mr. / Ms.:  ……………….………………………………….………………………………………………….

                             (family name)                                              (given name)

Title:  ………………………………………………..…………………………….……………………………

Address:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………

Tel:  ……………………….……. Fax:  …………..…….………... 

E-Mail:  …...………………………………………………………………………………….

PASSPORT INFORMATION:

Date of birth:  ……………………………. Nationality:  ……………………………….……………………

Passport Number:  ……………….…………… Date of issue:  ……………………...….………..………

In (place):  ……………………………….…..… Valid until (date):  ………….…………………………….

	CONDITIONS (Please select your preference in “condition” 2 below)
1. One partial fellowship per eligible country.
2. ITU will cover either one of the following: 

Economy class air ticket (duty station / Bamako / duty station).               
Daily subsistence allowance intended to cover accommodation, meals & misc. expenses.    
   
3. It is imperative that fellows be present for the entire duration of their fellowship.
4. ITU-T Fellows to register as government delegates

	Signature of fellowship candidate: …………………………………………..  Date: ……...……………...

	TO VALIDATE FELLOWSHIP REQUEST, NAME AND SIGNATURE OF CERTIFYING OFFICIAL DESIGNATING PARTICIPANT MUST BE COMPLETED BELOW WITH OFFICIAL STAMP.

Signature:  ……..………………………………………. Date:  ……………………………………………..
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