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	- To Administrations of Member States of  the Union;

- To ITU-T and ITU-D Sector Members;

- To ITU-T and ITU-D Associates;

	
	Copy:

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of ITU-T and ITU-D Study Groups;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau



	Subject:
	ITU Regional Development Forum 2008: “Bridging the ICT Standardization Gap in Developing Countries”, Accra, Ghana, 26 – 28 May 2008 
and African region WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting, Accra, Ghana, 29-30 May 2008


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
In line with the results of WTDC-06 and WTSA-04, we would like to inform you that an ITU Regional Development Forum, focused in 2008 on “Bridging the ICT standardization gap in developing countries” and followed by the African region WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting will take place at the La-Palm Royal Beach Hotel in Accra, Ghana, from 26 to 28 May 2008 and from 29 to 30 May 2008 respectively, at the kind invitation of the Ministry of Communications of Ghana.

The Forum will open at 0930 hours on the first day. Detailed information concerning the meeting room will be displayed at the entrances of the venue.

2
Discussions will be held in English and French. Simultaneous interpretation will be provided.

3
Participation to the Forum is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates and to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work. This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations. The Forum is free of charge. Participation to the African region WTSA-08 Preparatory meeting is restricted to ITU Member States and Sector Members belonging to the African region and representatives of other regional organisations.

4
The Forum is intended for executives from National Regulatory Bodies, from Telecommunication Operators and Service Providers in the African region, who need to be kept abreast of the latest development in telecommunications and who need to be familiar with the future challenges ITU is facing and, therefore, be able to draw up strategies to achieve greater participation in ITU activities, in particular ITU-T and ITU-D Study Group activities. Additionally, it will highlight ways and means to enhance cooperation and participation in ITU’s standardization work and standards implementation in the African region. The forum will also act as unique venue for networking possibilities between African operators and foreign operators active in Africa. Moreover, it will address relevant Resolutions from WTDC-06 (Doha, 2006) and WTSA-04 (Florianopolis, 2004) to bridge the standardization gap between developing and developed countries. 

The preparatory meeting to WTSA-08 for the African region aims at coordinating African views on issues considered to be of particular relevance to the African continent. In this regard, the African Telecommunication Union, through a process of coordination and consultation, in preparation for the WTSA-08, will draw up common proposals for submission to the WTSA-08.
5
A draft programme of the Forum and preparatory meeting for WTSA-08 is set out in Annex 1 hereto. The updated programme, presentations and relevant information will be made available on the website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/wtsa-08/prepmeet/index.html.
6
Practical information relating to this event is enclosed as Annex 2. 

7
For your convenience, a hotel and transfer reservation form is enclosed as Annex 3. To benefit from the preferential rates negotiated by the National Coordinator for this event, participants are requested to book their rooms directly with the hotel of their choice using this form (see list of hotels in attachment). Transportation from the airport to the hotels and venue will be provided. Participants are requested to send a copy of this form by fax: + 233 21 667 114 to Mr. Issah Yahaya, National Coordinator, Tel.: +233-21-685656/+233-20-2011032, email: issah.yahaya@ties.itu.int to ensure airport pickup and transfer.

8
ITU will provide a limited number of partial fellowships to one participant per eligible country within the available budget. The participant must be duly authorized by the respective ITU Administrations from Least Developed Countries and from developing countries with per-capita income under US$ 2,000. The number of delegates from a country is not limited. However the country will bear all costs of additional delegates. Participants requiring a fellowship are requested to complete the attached Fellowship Request Form in Annex 4 and return it to the ITU by fax to
+41 22 730 5778 by 2 May 2008 at the latest.
9
To enable us to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of the Forum and of the African region WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting, kindly send  to TSB the registration form in Annex 5, duly completed (one per participant) preferably via the on-line form at http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/wtsa-08/prepmeet/index.html, by e‑mail (tsbreg@itu.int) or by fax (+41 22 730 5853), as soon as possible, but not later than 2 May 2008. NB: If you are entitled to attend the African region WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting, please check the appropriate box in the registration form in Annex 5.

10
We would remind you that citizens of some countries (except nationals of ECOWAS, Kenya and Singapore) are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend time in Ghana. Where this is the case, the visa must be requested and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Ghana in your country. For countries without Ghana High Commissions and Embassies, the Host 

Country may apply for visa on your behalf and it would be issued upon arrival.  The single entry visa fee is at a cost of $100, which will be paid at the point of entry. Participants who wish the Host country to apply for entry visas on their behalf should provide a copy of their passport biodata to
Mr. Desmond Boateng, email: des67b@yahoo.com, fax: +233-21-667114.  For more information on entry requirements and visa information, please see item 4 in Annex 2 (Practical information) hereto. 
	Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau


	Sami Al Basheer Al Morshid
Director
Telecommunication Development Bureau


Annexes: 5
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 187 - BDT Circular/02)
Advance Programme
ITU Regional Development Forum 2008:

“Bridging the ICT Standardization Gap in Developing Countries”, 26 – 28 May 2008 and African region WTSA-08 Preparatory meeting, 29 – 30 May 2008, Accra, Ghana
	Day 1
	26 May 2008 

	0930 – 1030
	Opening remarks: 
Welcome and Keynote addresses 

	1030 – 1100
	Coffee break

	1100 – 1230
	Opening session: assessing needs from the regions: standardization and ICT development in African countries

Objectives: this session will assess the impact of ICT standardization on African countries and will present a number of ICT development experiences from Africa. 

	1230 – 1400
	Lunch

	1400 – 1530
	Session 1: overview of ITU activities, how to participate in standardization work and address global connectivity 

Objectives: this session will provide an overview on ITU-T standardization activities related to African countries. It will highlight decisions taken by the last Plenipotentiary Conference in 2006 concerning bridging the standardization gap. It will also present the activities to bridge the development gap undertaken by the development sector of ITU (ITU-D).

	1530 – 1600
	Coffee break

	1600 - 1730
	Session 2: African development issues and ICT implementation
Objectives: this session will focus on ITU-D activities to help ICT development and implementation in developing countries. Topics will include ICT application and network development (e-services, Africa and its recent achievements, ITU-D Study Group 2 activities especially Questions 19 and 20, capacity building (broadband deployment).
Moreover it will be presented the activity of the ITU-D Regional offices.

	Day 2
	27 May 2008 

	0900 – 1030
	Session 3 part I: current ITU standardization hot topics
Objectives: this session will address current standardization topics in ITU-T. It will present each topic from various perspectives: technology, evolution and trends, current and future studies, new services that could derive from new technologies particularly focusing on how they could serve the African region. NGN studies on architecture, service requirements, network capabilities, migration scenarios. 

	1030 – 1100
	Coffee break

	1100 – 1230
	Session 3 part II: current ITU standardization hot topics (continued)

Objectives: Continue from session 2; presenting topics related to  mobility, fixed-mobile convergence will be presented together with Multimedia and Optical Transport Networks & broadband access issues. Voice over IP (VoIP), Emergency communication, Accessibility and Digital Broadcasting.

	1230 – 1400
	Lunch

	1400 – 1530
	Session 4: security and regulatory issues 
Objectives: this session will provide an overview of security standards and current security standardization work. It will assess whether developing countries and countries with economies in transition have any special security need that is not already being addressed by the current studies. Security topics will include technologies and convergence implications and will cover cybersecurity issues e.g. combating spam, Identity Management. Moreover they will be presented case study/experiences from developing countries and other regions. Regulatory issues will focus on regulatory issues looking at them from various perspectives: regulatory impact on standardization but also standardization impact on regulatory framework. It will consider the role of the regulators and regulatory bodies.

	1530 – 1600
	Coffee break


	1600 – 1730
	Session 5: Development trend of NGN technology and systems

Objectives: This session will present the evolution of NGN and future perspectives in the relevant access technologies, service and network architecture with special focus on convergence, home, office and mobile applications, Internet Protocol-Based Platform, Multiple Access Networks. 

	 Day 3
	28 May 2008

	0900 – 1030
	Session 6: NGN migration scenarios and strategies

Objectives: this session will be devoted to the evolution of the network architecture towards NGN and IMS, fixed-mobile convergence, evolution: towards a new generation of broadband mobile, PSTN/ISDN evolution to NGN, pilot cases,  and possible scenarios taking into consideration the relevant Business Models and Opportunities. 

Moreover, charging and accounting principles for NGN, including related telecommunication economic and policy issues at regional level will be considered.

	1030 – 1100
	Coffee break

	1100 – 1215
	Panel session: ITU for Africa

Objectives: this session will discuss on how to enhance the working methods in order to create opportunities for the African regions to increase contributions and participation into ITU activities. Creation of regional groups and other ways to go forward will be discussed. How to help ITU-T’s sector members to commit to input resources into the “Connect Africa initiative”.

	1215 - 1230
	Conclusions and wrap-up

	1230 – 1400
	Lunch

	1400 – 1515
	Session 7: WTSA preparation briefing
Objectives: this session will review the major outcome of WTSA-04 and the preparation status of WTSA-08, including qualified participants, duties of WTSA-08, and information on logistic as well as information on Round table to be organized on 20 October 2008 just before WTSA-08. 

	1515 – 1600
	Session 8: WTSA-08 – major issues regarding the ITU-T work program and working methods

Objectives: this session will review WTSA Resolutions and Recommendations, indicating the major modifications to be proposed to the WTSA-08. It will also provide contact information for the relevant TSAG correspondent groups.

	1600 - 1630
	Coffee break

	1630 - 1730
	Session 9: Issue for developing countries 

Objectives: this session will explain the importance of regional preparations and TSAG preparations for the WTSA-08, the action taken to facilitate the participation and understanding of developing countries in the activities of ITU-T. Other issues like how to develop a Question or Resolution of particular interest for Africa. 

	Day 4
	29 May 2008

	
	African countries preparatory meeting (Part 1)

Objectives: discuss region concerns, determine issues on which common African proposals should be drafted, consideration and adoption of strategies to enhance participation of the African region in future ITU-T Study Group activities. In particular consider Study Group restructuring and chairmanships and vice-chairmanships for Study Groups and TSAG.

	Day 5
	30 May 2008 (in the morning)

	
	African countries preparatory meeting (Part 2)

Conclusion of the discussion and review of draft texts to be adopted as African proposals.


ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 187 - BDT Circular/02)
Practical Information

1.  Event Venue

LA-PALM ROYAL BEACH HOTEL

Tel: +233-21-771700/7010348/710970-9/710981-3

Fax: +233-21-771717/7010354

Location: La Beach Road (20 minutes from Kotoka Airport)

Email: lapalm@gbhghana.com
Website: www.gbhghana.com  or  www.la-palm.com 

2.
Accommodation

The complete list of hotels available is attached for the benefit of delegates.

To benefit from the preferential rates negotiated by the Planning Committee for this conference, participants are requested to book their rooms directly with the hotel of their choice. (See attached list of hotels).
3.
Transportation

Transportation will be available for delegates from the airport to their respective hotels, as well as from the hotels to the conference venue and back.

4.
Airport

Kokota International Airport is the international airport for Ghana and is served by the major international airlines.

5.
Entry Requirements and Visa Information for Ghana

A valid passport and an entry visa are required to enter Ghana. Visas must be obtained prior to arrival and are required by all except nationals of ECOWAS, Kenya and Singapore.  Visas can be obtained and extended in Ghana, especially for those who wish to stay beyond the conference period.  

For countries without Ghana High Commissions and Embassies, the Host Country may apply for visa on your behalf and it would be issued upon arrival.  The single entry visa fee is at a cost of  $100, which will be paid at the point of entry.

Participants who wish the Host country to apply for entry visas on their behalf should provide a copy of their passport biodata to Mr. Desmond Boateng, email: des67b@yahoo.com; fax: +233-21-667114.

Note

You may be refused entry on a passport that is due to expire within six months of your departure date.

6.
General Information

6.1
Insurance

Participants are advised to obtain supplementary medical/travel insurance.  However, excellent private medical facilities in Ghana provide for all of your medical needs. First aid services will be available at the conference venue.

6.2 
Vaccination requirements and medical facilities 
For information about vaccination requirements and health information for travellers please consult the World Health Organization’s (WHO) website at http://www.who.int/ith/countries/gha/en/ 

6.3
Climate

Ghana’s low latitude and proximity to the equator give it a typically tropical climate.  Temperatures approach or exceed 30 degrees (80 Fahrenheit) most days of the year, with virtually no seasonal variation.  The month of May is in the middle of the wet season.  Accra tends to receive less rain than other areas, but you should plan to bring a waterproof windbreaker, umbrella, waterproof shoes and clothes that dry quickly.

6.4
Time Zone:
GMT

6.5
Currency

The official currency is the Ghana Cedi (GH¢) (Cedi pronounced See Dee).  

Current rates:

Credits cards are not widely used in Ghana, although they are of use in Accra.  Plan on bringing much of your budget in the form of travellers cheques and some cash, particularly if you plan to spend time outside the capacity city, Accra.  Foreign currency can be exchanged at any foreign exchange bureau.  Banks are open weekdays from 8.30 am. - 3.00 p.m.

6.6
Telecommunications

Five reliable telecommunications networks are available in Ghana (two fixed and four mobile). Ghana country code is +233.  Wireless Internet connectivity will be available at the cyber cafés for delegates.

6.7
Safety

Ghanaians pride themselves on being some of the friendliest people in the world, and the level of crime against visitors/tourists in Ghana is remarkably low in Ghana.  However, normal precautions are still advisable. 

6.8
Electricity

Electricity is 220V AC at 50 cycles.  Stabilizers are required for sensitive devices, and adapters are required for appliances using 110V.

ATTACHMENT - Hotels for WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting, Accra, Ghana 
	No.
	Name of Hotel
	
	No of Rooms Available
	Single

($)
	Double

($)
	Bed & Breakfast
	Tax Inclusive
	Contact

	1.
	La Palm Royal Beach Hotel
	5-star
	15
	140


	255
	Yes
	Yes
	Tel: +233-21-771700/7010348

Fax: +233-21-771717/7010354

Email: lapalm@gbhghana.com
Website: www.gbhghana.com  or
 www.la-palm.com 

	2.
	M-Plaza Hotel
	4-star
	50
	130
	140
	Yes
	Yes
	Tel: +233-21-763417-20/775992

Fax: +233-21-763416

Email: mplaza@ighmail.com 

Website: www.mplaza-hotel.com 

	3.
	Novotel Hotel
	4-star
	15
	115
	136
	Yes
	Yes
	Tel: +233-21-667546

Fax: +233-21-667533

Email: reservations@accrahotel.net 

Website: www.accorhotel.com 

	4.
	Deon Hotels
	3-star
	20
	75
	-
	Yes
	Yes
	Tel: +233-21-765220/765007/765218

Fax: +233-21-765280

Email: deonhotels@4u.com.gjh 

Website: www.deonhotels.com 

	5.
	Ange Hill Hotel
	3-star
	25
	80
	-
	Yes
	No
	Tel: +233-21-517514/517270/286027

Fax: +233-21-517515

Email: angehillhotel@yahoo.com
Website: www.angehillhotel.com 

	6.
	Sonant Hotel
	3-star
	25
	70
	-
	Yes
	No
	Tel: +233-21-520212

Fax: +233-21-520213

Email: info@Sonantcourt.com
Website: www.sonantcourt.com 

	7.
	Continental Plaza
	2-star
	15
	65
	-
	Yes
	
	Tel: +233-21-769985/768776

Fax: +233-21-769985

Email: cplazahotelgh@yahoo.com 

	8.
	First Choice Hotel
	2-star
	21
	65
	-
	
	
	Part of Continental Plaza arrangement

	9.
	Holiday Hotel
	2-star
	15
	65
	-
	
	
	Part of Continental Plaza arrangement

	10.
	Largus Fort Hotel
	2-star
	100
	60
	-
	Yes
	
	Tel: +233-21-519331

Fax: +233-21-519332

Email: info@largusforthotel.com 

Website: www.Largusforthotel.net 


ANNEX 3
(to TSB Circular 187 - BDT Circular/02)
	
	Regional Development Forum 2008: “Bridging the ICT Standardization Gap in Developing Countries”,
Accra, Ghana, 26 – 28 May 2008
African region WTSA-08 Preparatory meeting,
Accra, Ghana, 29 – 30 May 2008
HOTEL AND TRANSFER RESERVATION FORM
	


This form should be sent directly to the hotel of your choice with a copy to the National Coordinator of the Regional Development Forum in Ghana 

to ensure transfer to and from the airport by fax at: +233 21 667 114
The list of hotels including contact information and room rates is attached

Family name    -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
First name        ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Address            ------------------------------------------------------------------------        Tel: -------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------         Fax: -------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      E-mail: ------------------------------


Name of Hotel ------------------------
------------ single/double room(s) at the Regional Development Forum  preferential rate 
Credit card to guarantee this reservation:        AX/VISA/DINERS/EC  (or other) -----------------------------------
No. --------------------------------------------------------         valid until        ------------------------------------------------

Date ------------------------------------------------------      Signature        ---------------------------------------------------

TRANSFER INFORMATION
Transportation will be provided from the airport to the hotels and to the venue of the Forum. 
	Date of Arrival
	    
	
	Time of Arrival

	
	FLIGHT NO.
	

	Date of Departure
	
	
	Time of Departure

	
	FLIGHT NO.
	


ANNEX 4
(to TSB Circular 187 - BDT Circular/02)
	ITU-TSB
	Regional Development Forum 2008: “Bridging the ICT Standardization Gap in Developing Countries”, 
Accra, Ghana, 26 – 28 May 2008

African region WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting, 
Accra, Ghana, 29 – 30 May 2008
	ITU-BDT

	Please return to:
	Meetings Organization & Support (MOS) – ITU/BDT 

Geneva (Switzerland)


	
E-mail : bdtfellowships@itu.int 

Tel: +41 22 730  5095 

Fax: +41 22 730 5778

	Request for a fellowship to be submitted before 2 May 2008  

	Participation of women is encouraged

	Country:  ……………………………………………………………….………..……………………………..

Name of the Administration or Organization:  ………...……………….…..………………………………

Mr. / Ms.:  ……………….………………………………….………………………………………………….

                             (family name)                                              (given name)

Title:  ………………………………………………..…………………………….……………………………

Address:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………

Tel:  ……………………….……. Fax:  …………..…….………... 

E-Mail:  …...………………………………………………………………………………….

PASSPORT INFORMATION:

Date of birth:  ……………………………. Nationality:  ……………………………….……………………

Passport Number:  ……………….…………… Date of issue:  ……………………...….………..………

In (place):  ……………………………….…..… Valid until (date):  ………….…………………………….

	CONDITIONS

1. One fellowship per eligible country.

2. A daily allowance to cover accommodation, meals and incidental expenses.

3. It is imperative that fellows be present from first day to end of the Forum.

	Signature of fellowship candidate: …………………………………………..  Date: ……...……………...

	TO VALIDATE FELLOWSHIP REQUEST, NAME AND SIGNATURE OF CERTIFYING OFFICIAL DESIGNATING PARTICIPANT MUST BE COMPLETED BELOW WITH OFFICIAL STAMP.

Signature:  ……..………………………………………. Date:  ……………………………………………..
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(to TSB Circular 187 - BDT Circular/02)

	ITU-TSB
	Regional Development Forum 2008: “Bridging the  ICT Standardization Gap in Developing Countries”, 
Accra, Ghana, 26 – 28 May 2008

African region WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting, 
Accra, Ghana, 29 – 30 May 2008
	ITU-BDT

	

	REGISTRATION FORM

	To be returned to TSB by fax (+41 22 730 5853) or e-mail (tsbreg@itu.int) 
by 2 May 2008

	


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mr    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mrs     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ms    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Miss
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Administration of ITU Member State

	
	
	

	____________________________________________
Family name
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITU Sector Member

	
	
	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITU Associate

	____________________________________________
First name
	
	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Non-Member

	
	
	

	

	Name and full address of administration or organization:

	______________________________________________
	Tel: _____________________________________________

	______________________________________________
	

	______________________________________________
	Fax :_____________________________________________

	_________________________________________
	E-mail : _________________________________________

	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I will also attend the African region WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting 

	
	

	
	

	

	Date: ___________________________
	Signature: ______________________________________


	Place des Nations
Telephone 
+41 22 730 51 11
Telex 421 000 uit ch
E-mail:
itumail@itu.int

CH-1211 Geneva 20
Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
Telegram ITU GENEVE
www.itu.int

Switzerland

Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00
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