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Abstract
  At the first FG-IPTV meeting in Geneva, WG1 agreed to insert a figure of IPTV architectural reference model in the architecture deliverable document.  There are some confusing terms where business divisions seem to appear in the model.  This contribution proposes a revision of the reference model in the architecture deliverable.
1. Introduction

  At the first FG-IPTV meeting in Geneva this July, the initial draft deliverable of the IPTV architecture was made.  There is a figure of the reference model in this document.  The purpose of this figure is a model of what IPTV services provide to the consumer to study IPTV architecture.  There are some confusing terms where the business divisions seem to appear in the model.  In particular, the separation between “Service Provider” and “Network Provider” is regulation dependent.  Business divisions are different in each country according to regulations, so showing a reference model that does not give the impression of a separation of businesses is needed.  In addition, if the current reference model were used to study the IPTV architecture, then we expect that the discussion about IPTV architecture will not proceed because there is a different understanding about the business role of IPTV in each country.  
  This contribution proposes a revision of the reference model that shows the model of the IPTV without being confusing.
2. Discussion

  In the current reference model in the draft architecture document, “Service Provider” and “Network Provider,” which are used to explain the role of providing IPTV services, cause the reader to be mislead because the terms “Service Provider” and “Network Provider” have other popular meanings such as “Internet Service Provider.”
  Actually, the business structure for providing IPTV services is determined by regulations of each country.  For example, service providers, which provide an IP-based network to users, are expected to provide video content.  The current figure of the reference model in the architecture document should show the role of providing IPTV services without imaging a particular business structure. 

  This separation that is drawn in the current figure of the reference model cannot be applied to all cases.  In particular, a separation between “Service Provider” and “Network Provider” is usually regulation dependent.  Therefore, the vertical lines between bubbles and the “typical function in the bubbles” in the figure are not necessary.  The terms “Service Provider” and “Network Provider” should be replaced with “Contents Delivery Platform Provider” and “Delivery Network Provider” respectively, or other appropriate terms.
3. Proposal

  Based on the above discussion, this contribution proposes a revised figure of the reference model in the architecture document as follows.
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Appendix

 The clean version of the proposed reference model is follows.
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