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	recent revision of recommendation ITU-R BS.1514

	System for digital sound broadcasting in the broadcasting bands below 30 MHz


Recommendation ITU-R BS.1514 “Systems for digital sound broadcasting in the broadcasting bands below 30 MHz” was recently revised. The revision, which was based on a contribution of ours to Working Party 6A, is essentially intended to encourage manufacturers of digital sound broadcasting receivers for consumer use, to develop economically viable, portable, multiband, multi-standard receivers designed to receive emissions not only in the medium and short-wave bands but also in other bands intended for direct reception of sound broadcasts by the general public. In addition, such receivers should desirably allow the downloading of upgrades for some of their specific functionalities such as decoding, navigation, management capability, etc.
The rationale behind this revision of Recommendation ITU-R BS.1514 is that the current multiplicity of sound broadcasting systems, both analogue and digital, and the comparatively frequent emergence of new sound broadcasting systems, is perceived as discouraging the use of this broadcasting service, particularly on the part of those consumers that frequently travel to remote countries. 
On the other hand, from the manufacturing perspective, the expected added production cost to manufacture a multiband, multi-standard radio received with upgradable functionalities would probably be offset, at least in part, by its larger production volume.

We wish to call the attention of the RAG on this matter, because it is possible that similar concepts might be applied to other, non-broadcast radiocommunication devices for consumer use. If this is so, then the RAG might decide to call the attention of the relevant ITU-R bodies on the recent revision of Recommendation ITU-R BS.1514, in view of the possible application of the same concepts to radiocommunication devices for consumer use within their purview, if appropriate.
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