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1 
Introduction

The Study Group ITU-R structure has been discussed at previous informal meeting and during January RAG meeting. There is general agreement to a structure of six or seven study groups in which Study Groups 1, 3 and 7 retain, in substance, their current scope and responsibilities.  It was also proposed that Study Group 6 remains unchanged, except for the transfer of the work of WP 6S to other Study Group. It means that practically proposed reconstruction deals with only SGs 4, 8 and 9.  Two options have been proposed:  

Option 1 – Access Group and Infrastructure Group

Option 2 – Terrestrial Group and Satellite Group

2
Discussion
Option 1 leads to work duplication for both terrestrial and satellite experts and will provide difficulties in the distribution of responsibility for existing recommendations and reports. 

Option 2 has more advantages based on the technologies and services convergence and is more suitable for administrations from a viewpoint of experts’ workload and it is less expensive. 

Among main disadvantages of Option 2 one could find that the scope of SG C is hyper loaded and the SG will be practically not manageable. 
It seems more reasonable to concentrate SG C on the customer oriented land services and to transfer  maritime, aeronautical, radiodetermination services, meteorological radars (from WP 8B) as well as amateur services (from WP 8A) to separate SG E (special services) or to combine them with SG 7.

Another item concerns a better arrangement for WRC preparation.  We propose to convert SC to WP on regulatory issues (WP-R) and together with CPM create a Conference preparatory committee (CPC). It will have one meeting just after WRC as CPM-1, two annual meetings of WP on regulatory issues and CPM-2.  Together with WP-R the CPC Steering Committee meeting could be arranged for the progress monitoring of WRC preparatory process. The meeting could be also a place for inter WPs coordination and studies feedback.
Fast developing multimedia interactive environment leads to more tight convergence between fixed, mobile and broadcast technologies and services. From other point a lot of regulatory and operational aspects request more detail studies and in spite of obvious reasons to move all physical layer Questions from 6E and 6S to SG C and SG D of Option 2 respectively, for the time being it could be done firstly for WP 6S, keeping WP6E in SG 6 for next Study Period(s).    

3
Proposals
The proposed realignment of ITU-R Study Group structure based on the abovementioned analysis.
Merging of scientific (SG 7) and special (part of SG 8) groups seems more reasonable than separate SGs.

It could be also proposed to merge several Working Parties, (e.g. WP 1A+WP1B) but it has been agreed to keep the matter for the SG decision.


Proposed ITU-R Study Group Structure
Study Group 1         Spectrum Management 
Study Group 3         Radiowave propagation 
Study Group C (4)    Satellite Services 

· Working Party C.A (WP 4A) – Efficient orbit/spectrum utilization
· Working Party C.B (WP 4B) – Systems, characteristics, performance and availability objectives for satellite services 

· Working Party C.C (WP 6S) – Satellite broadcasting, satellite systems for news gathering and direct-to-home applications

· Working Party C.D (WP 8D-1) – All mobile satellite services
· Joint Working Party C-D.S (WP 4-9S) – Sharing between satellite and terrestrial services (excluding SG 7 issues)
Study Group D (5)     Terrestrial services
 Working Party D.A (WP8A-1+WP8F) – Land mobile service 
· Working Party D.B (WP 9B+9A-1) – Fixed service. Radio channels arrangement, radio systems characteristics, access, maintenance and different applications

· Working Party D.C (WP 9C) – Fixed systems below 30 MHz (HF and others)

· Working Party D.D (WP 9D+9A-2) – Frequency sharing with other services  (excluding SG C)

Study Group 6       Broadcasting services  (without WP6S) 

Study Group 7        Science services  [merge with Study Group E] 
Study Group E (8)   Specific services
  Working Party E.A (WP 8A-2+WP8D-2) – Amateur service and amateur-satellite service. Maritime mobile service, including Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS); aeronautical mobile service

  Working Party E.B (WP 8B+WP8D-3) – Radiodetermination and radionavigation services, meteorological radars, radiodetermination-satellite and radionavigation-satellite services. 
Conference Preparatory Committee (CPM + SC)
· CPM-1 and CPM-2

· WP on regulatory aspects
CVC [Could be upgrade to a Study Group on terminology for the next study period].
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