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The North American Broadcasters Association (NABA) is an association of North American Broadcasters in Canada, Mexico, and the United States, and the NABA Technical Committee (NABA-TC) is its standing technical body. NABA is thus in a position to present the technical viewpoints of the most authoritative association of professional users in television and sound programme production, post production, and distribution for terrestrial, satellite, and cable broadcasting.
NABA is a Sector Member of ITU-R and a long time participant in ITU-R Study Groups, Working Parties, Task Groups, Rapporteur Groups, etc. NABA numbers among its members Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen and members of Study Groups, Working Parties, Task Groups, and Rapporteur Groups.

NABA notes that the central purpose of the ITU-R is to study, devise, produce, approve and issue Recommendations to aid in international telecommunications. As a broadcast union NABA is most interested in and supportive of the work of the ITU-R and Study Group 6.
This contribution from The North American Broadcasters Association (NABA) outlines the success and efficiency of the studies carried out in the broadcasting field by the ITU-R and especially through Study Group 6 on broadcasting in the present framework of its scope
 as defined by Resolution 4-4.

ITU-R Recommendations form recognized worldwide standards that have been, and continue to be, of fundamental importance to the world’s broadcasters making international live and recorded television production and programme exchange possible.
Since, as noted above, the purpose and end product of the ITU-R is Recommendations that aid in international telecommunications. Thus, a measure of the efficiency a Study Group can be illustrated by the number of Recommendations it produces in a fixed study period.
Table 1 demonstrates that Study Group 6 from 2003 to 2006 has clearly been the leader of all the ITU-R Study Groups in its productivity. Study Group 6 has responded to advances in digital technology bringing forth standards for digital television and sound broadcasting. These standards have been the keystone for the rapid and widespread deployment of digital broadcasting.

TABLE 1
Recommendations and Questions produced by Study Groups in the period 2003-2006

Source: ITU-R Administrative Circulars CACE (24 February 2003 - 23 November 2006)

	Study Group
	1
	3
	4
	6
	7
	8
	9

	New/mod. Questions
	6
	5
	8
	38
	9
	22
	7

	New/mod. Recommendations
	25
	50
	37
	104
	39
	64
	58


It is important to recall that due to present economic constraints, NABA considers it of paramount importance to continue to have a single ITU-R broadcasting Study Group wherein to address contributions and to ensure attendance of experts. Any ITU-R Study Group re-organization resulting in a breakdown of broadcasting studies among various Study Groups (or even outside the ITU-R) will result in decreased ITU participation and contributions, and such a breakdown will decrease the ITU-R efficiency and increase its overall costs.

Therefore, NABA supports the continuation of ITU-R Study Group 6 to allow the world’s broadcasters to continue, as in the past, to contribute and to fulfill the provision of No. CV159 of the ITU Convention, i.e. “…the need for the Union to maintain its preeminent position in the field of telecommunication.”
_______________







�	Scope of ITU-R Study Group 6:


	Radiocommunication broadcasting (terrestrial and satellite), including vision, sound, multimedia and data services principally intended for delivery to the general public.


	Broadcasting makes use of point-to-everywhere information delivery to widely available consumer receivers. When return channel capacity is required (e.g. for access control, interactivity, etc.), broadcasting typically uses an asymmetrical distribution infrastructure that allows high capacity information delivery to the public with lower capacity return link to the service provider. The production and distribution of programs (vision, sound, multimedia, data, etc.) may employ contribution circuits among studios, information gathering circuits (ENG, SNG, etc.), primary distribution to delivery nodes, and secondary distribution to consumers.


	The Study Group, recognizing that radiocommunication broadcasting extends from the production of programmes to their delivery to the general public, as detailed above, studies those aspects related to production and radiocommunication, including the international exchange of programs as well as the overall quality of service.
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