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3.3.4
ITU activities relating to emergency communications (agenda item 4.3.2)

The topic of emergency communications involves activities in the three Sectors of ITU as described in the ITU website at: <http://www.itu.int/emergencytelecoms/>. In order to provide for coordination among the different Bureaux and high-level representation of ITU, it was decided to establish the Inter-sectoral Emergency Communications Team (IECT) under the chairmanship of Mr H. Zhao, Deputy Secretary-General, and ITU Focal Point for emergency communications.

For information of the RAG, the summary record of the first meeting of the IECT is reproduced in the Annex.

Annex: 1 
Annex 1

First meeting of the Inter-sectoral Emergency 
Communications Team (IECT)

The first meeting of the ITU IETT was convened on 17 January 2007 under the chairmanship of Mr. Houlin Zhao, ITU Deputy Secretary-General. The following were in attendance:

Name





Bureau

Mr. Fabio Leite



BR

Mr. Simao Campos


TSB

Mr. Cosmas Zavazava

BDT

Venue:
Secretary-General’s Conference Room (14th Floor)

Time: 

1600hrs – 1815hrs

Summary Record of the Proceedings

1. In his opening remarks, the Deputy Secretary-General welcomed the participants and informed them that he had called the meeting to discuss one of the key issues that he will be responsible for among other inter-sectoral issues. He noted that ITU needed high representation at the elected official level in order to increase the organization’s visibility especially in its dealings with the international community. Therefore, while the Deputy Secretary-General would act as the ITU Focal Point for Emergency Communications, the BDT representative would have the role of coordinator of the activities of the IECT. The Deputy Secretary-General emphasized that the emphasis of ITU’s activities in this area would for the moment be focused in natural disasters. He noted that ITU should be able to coordinate global activities in the area of emergency telecommunications, in particular in the area of public warning.

2. The BDT representative gave a summary of ITU-D activities and ongoing projects in the area of emergency telecommunications. He also recalled a global conference that the BDT had planned to hold in 2006 but had to be cancelled. The event was to have four outputs one of which was entitled: Private Sector Global Memorandum of Understanding for Local Deployment of Emergency Telecommunications Resources. Since the event was not held, the BDT representative proposed that the initiative be reinstated and renamed; ITU Framework for Cooperation in Emergencies (IFCE).  This would achieve the same goals and objectives i.e. to build inventories with various private sector telecommunication service providers that could be deployed in countries affected by disasters. Effectively, assistance to countries for disaster relief would be provided by the ITU and not directly by the private sector to avoid short-cutting the Member States especially in times of crises. 

3. The meeting supported the IFCE and the Deputy Secretary-General requested that a framework document be prepared and preferably, it should be concluded and the project launched by mid-2007. Before that, a document proposing this initiative would have to be prepared and clear steps leading to the launch of the IFCE would have to be outlined. BDT would be the project manager for this initiative.

4. It was agreed that TSB and BR would continue to work on promoting ITU-T and ITU-R standards and recommendations seeking to provide interoperability of systems and better coordination in the area of emergency telecommunications. This work will have to take into account the two areas identified in Resolution GT-PLEN/2 (Antalya, 2006), i.e., Early Warning and Public Alert Systems. A clear identification of the relevant ITU-T and ITU-R Recommendations should appear in the corresponding website. ITU-D has produced a Handbook on Emergency Telecommunications and ITU-R has produced a publication compiling all its relevant recommendations. ITU-T was requested to compile all its recommendations. The three documents would be put together and a new single ITU publication would be produced by mid 2007. 

5. In an effort to assess the use of ITU-T and ITU-R Recommendations on emergency communications, it was decided that a questionnaire would be prepared that would be sent out to ITU Member States and ITU Sector Members. ITU-D would send out the said questionnaire. 

6. With respect to participation at meetings organized by other organizations, such invitations would be circulated among the members of the IECT.

7. The meeting noted that particular emphasis should be given on the implementation of Resolution GT-PLEN/2 (Antalya, 2006), which is the responsibility of all the three Sectors. Coordination is required.

8. In order to more effectively share information on emergency communications among the IECT members a web SharePoint would be created. BDT representative would take care of this.

9. Follow-up Actions

	Action
	Action to be taken by

	
	

	Preparation of a Compendium Publication
	Fabio Leite, Simao Campos, and Cosmas Zavazava

	List of relevant ITU-T/ITU-R Recommendations in the websites
	Fabio Leite, and Simao Campos

	Drafting of a Questionnaire on use of ITU-T and ITU-R Recommendations
	Fabio Leite and Simao Campos

	Distribution of the Questionnaire
	Cosmas Zavazava

	IFCE Concept Paper and Project Management
	Cosmas Zavazava

	Creation of web SharePoint
	Cosmas Zavazava


______________







�	This is a new ITU inter-sectoral coordination mechanism established to bring together the three designated sector focal points under the leadership of the Deputy Secretary-General in his capacity as the ITU Focal Point for Emergency Telecommunications.
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