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The first session of the Regional Radiocommunication Conference (RRC-04) developed the technical bases and planning approaches for the second session conference, scheduled for 2006. RRC-06 is expected to prepare an agreement and associated frequency plans for terrestrial digital broadcasting (radio and TV) in the 174-230 MHz and 470-862 MHz in the European Broadcasting Area, the African Broadcasting Area and some other countries. 

There are several countries in Region 3 which are not taking part in the RRC. Many of these are located at the boundaries of the RRC planning area.  In all such countries, members of the ABU are operating radio and TV services in the bands under consideration. The ABU is concerned about the possible impact of RRC planning on the current assignments and plans for new transmitting stations, both analogue and digital, in these countries in the near term.

Considering the above, the ABU is of the view( that, in respect of countries situated adjacent to and just outside the boundaries of the RRC planning area, the planning exercises developed during the intersessional work for RRC-06 should take into account the following:

1.
The planning approaches developed for RRC-06 should take into account protection of all existing assignments in the broadcasting service from digital assignment / allotment plans, at the current level. 

2.
In respect of such countries, protection / preservation of the relevant frequency spectrum be ensured so that the plans developed do not adversely impact use of such spectrum resources for implementation of their own future analogue and digital stations. 

3.
Such countries be invited to provide inputs to the IPG and PXT planning groups in respect of planning exercises in the inter-conference period.
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ABU Technical Committee

2004 Annual Meeting

20-23 September 2004

DECISION 4/2004
PARTICIPATION IN INTER-SESSIONAL WORK OF
REGIONAL RADIOCOMMUNICATION CONFERENCE – 06

The ABU Technical Committee
Considering
1. that the ITU Regional Radiocommunication Conference 2006 (RRC-06) will prepare an agreement and frequency plans for terrestrial digital radio and TV broadcasting in the 174-230 MHz and 470-862 MHz bands for countries in the European Broadcasting Area, the African Broadcasting Area and some others in Asia

2. that many ABU members, including countries bordering the planning area of the RRC and further a field, are not taking part in the conference

3. that inter-sessional planning teams have started their work in preparation for the final planning conference RRC-06

4. that it is not clear what provisions RRC-06 will adopt to protect existing, planned and future broadcasting services and spectrum in the bordering countries

5. that it is understood that RRC-04, the preparatory conference for RRC-06, did not address the issues cited in considerings 4 above

6. that the ABU is concerned about the possible negative impact of RRC planning on the current assignments and plans for new transmitting stations, both analogue and digital, in these countries in the near term.

Recognising

1. that RRC-06 decisions may translate into a significant impact on bordering countries 

2. that, though desirable, it is not certain whether RRC-06 would protect the existing, planned and future broadcasting services and spectrum in the bordering countries. 

Decides
1. That an ABU contribution be forwarded to the ITU.

2. That ABU members in the relevant countries be advised of the implications of the RRC process. 

3. That this Decision be brought to the notice of the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity. 

______________







( In this regard, a Decision of the ABU Technical Committee is attached for information (see Annex).
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