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Circular Letter

CR/85�21 January 1998��To Administrations of Member States of the ITU

Subject:	Provisional application of the decisions of the World Radiocommunication Conference, Geneva, 1997 (WRC-97)

To the Director-General

Dear Sir,

1.	The World Radiocommunication Conference, Geneva, 1997 (WRC-97), adopted a partial revision of the Radio Regulations and decided that the revised provisions shall apply provisionally as of 1 January 1999, with the exception of those provisions for which another date was specifically indicated. The purpose of this Circular-letter is to summarize the decisions of the Conference with a view to facilitating their implementation, having in mind the different dates which were decided in this respect. The Bureau underlines the fact that all Resolutions adopted by WRC-97 apply as from 22 November 1997.

2.	In accordance with the decisions of the WRC-97, the following provisions shall apply as from 22 November 1997, in addition to all Resolutions adopted by WRC-97:

the modified provisions of Resolution 46(Rev.WRC-97) to those bands and services referred to in the provisions of Article S5 in which this Resolution is mentioned, as stipulated in Resolution 54(WRC-97)/COM5-30 (see also paragraph 1.3 of the relevant Rule of procedure relating to Resolution 46);

the provisions of S5.523A(MOD WRC-97) (immediate application of the procedure of Resolution 46(Rev.WRC-97) with respect to frequency assignments of GSO and non-GSO systems of the fixed-satellite service in the bands 18.8 - 19.3 GHz and 28.6 - 29.1 GHz, without being subjected to the provisions of No. 2613/S22.2), as stipulated in Resolution 132(WRC-97)/COM5-27;

the provisions of Article 11 of Appendix S30, Annexes 2 and 5 to Appendix 30(S30), Article 9A of Appendix S30A, and Annexes 2 and 3 to Appendix 30A(S30A), as modified by WRC-97 and stipulated in Resolutions 533(WRC-97)/PLEN-4, 534(WRC-97)/PLEN-5 and 53(WRC-97)/ COM4-20;



the relevant coordination and notification procedure, including the provisions of Nos. S9.17�and S9.17A, together with the provisional power limits in Articles S21 and S22 established by WRC-97, to non-GSO FSS systems in the frequency bands specified in Tables S22-1, S22-2,�S22-3 and S22-4, for which complete information has been received by the Bureau after�21 November 1997, as stipulated in Resolutions 130(WRC-97)/COM5-18, 538(WRC-97)/ COM5-19 and 131(WRC-97)/COM5-23;

the provisions of Sections I, IA and IB of Article S9 and provisions of Article S11 (Nos. S11.43A, S11.44, S11.44B to S11.44I, S11.47 and S11.48), as revised by WRC-97, related to advance publication, coordination and notification of assignments for satellite networks, as stipulated in Resolution 51(WRC-97)/COM4-18;

the provisions related to administrative due diligence, as indicated in Resolution 49(WRC-97)/ GTPLEN2-1 and the Annexes thereto;

the provisions Nos. S11.24 and S11.26: by Resolution 52(WRC-97)/COM4-19, WRC-97 decided that these provisions shall be applied by the Bureau and by administrations as from�22 November 1997; this implies that notices to assignments for high altitude platform stations in the fixed service, in the bands 47.2 -47.5 GHz and 47.9 - 48.2 GHz may be submitted up to five years in advance of the projected date of their bringing into use�.  The Conference also decided (by its Resolution 122(WRC-97)/COM5-7) that the provisions of Article S9, as modified by WRC-97, shall be used for coordination between satellite systems and high altitude platform systems. In addition, WRC-97 instructed the Bureau to accept, in these frequency bands, only notices to high altitude platform stations in the fixed service and to feeder links for the BSS. The Conference also decided that the Bureau shall continue to process those notices for the FSS networks for which complete information has been received prior to 27 October 1997.  These decisions of the Conference supersede the provisional Rule of procedure, as approved by the RRB at its 8th meeting (see Circular-letter CR/69 of 18 March 1997);

3.	All other provisions will apply as from 1 January 1999, with the exceptions listed in paragraph 4 hereafter. Particular attention should be paid to the following provisions:

the provisions of Article S5, as modified by WRC-97, will apply as from 1 January 1999, with the exceptions referred to in paragraph 4 below (it is to be noted that the provisions of Article S5, as adopted by WRC-95 and not modified by WRC-97, are already applied as from 1 January 1997);

the provisions of Articles S4 (Assignment of Frequencies), S6 (Special Agreements) and the Simplified procedures for Coordination, notification and recording of frequency assignments (Articles S7 -S9 and S11 - S14), together with the associated provisions in Articles S21 and S22 (as revised by WRC-97)�, as well as the associated Appendices S4 and S5 (as revised by�WRC-97), will apply,  as from 1 January 1999� (it is to be noted that the provisions of Articles S21�and S22, as adopted by WRC-95, as well as the provisions of Appendix S4, as adopted by�WRC-95, are already applied as from 1 January 1997).

4.	Different dates for provisional application were decided, by WRC-97, with respect to the following provisions:

the provisional application of the allocation to the fixed service in the band 31.8 - 33.4 GHz is 1 January 2001, subject to further review by WRC-99 (see Resolution 126(WRC-97)/COM5-11);

the provisional application of the allocation to the fixed-satellite service in Regions 1 and 3 in the band 40.5 - 42.5 GHz is 1 January 2001, subject to further review by WRC-99 (see Resolution 134 (WRC-97)/COM5-29);

the allocation of the band 41.5 - 42.5 GHz, to the fixed-satellite service (space-to-Earth) will not become effective until technical and operational measures have been identified and agreed within ITU-R to protect the radio astronomy service in the band 42.5 - 43.5 GHz (see Resolution 128 (WRC-97)/COM5-16);

the provisions of Section VI of Article S22 are suspended pending the further review by WRC-99.

5.	Although the Bureau will issue additional Circular-letters to give more clarifications concerning the implementation of the decisions of WRC-97, I take this opportunity to announce already some of the subjects which will be treated in these Circular-letters:

As WRC-97 decided to suppress the coordination procedure, contained in the Annex to Resolution 339(WRC-95), administrations are invited, in accordance with Resolution 339 (Rev.WRC-97), which became effective on 22 November 1997, to apply the relevant procedures established by the International Maritime Organization (IMO) for coordinating the use of frequencies 490 kHz (when available), 518 kHz and 4209.5 kHz for their NAVTEX services. In this connection, the Bureau will seek, from the IMO, the relevant information on operational coordination for NAVTEX services on the relevant frequencies with a view to publishing the updated information in the List of Coast stations;

As WRC-97 decided to suppress Resolution 314(Rev.Mob-87), the ITU will not be involved any longer in the development of a coordinated world-wide system for the collection of data relating to oceanography and the relevant activities will be within the sole responsibilities of the International Oceanographic Commission and the World Meteorological Organization;

As WRC-97 suppressed the provision No. S5.148, the frequency assignments to the fixed service in the bands referred to in that provision will have to complete the transfer procedure, referred to in Resolution 8, by 31 December 1998 at the latest. Within 60 days from 1 January 1999, the Bureau will review the relevant frequency assignments to the fixed service and shall amend the findings, and any unused replacement frequencies, which were proposed to administrations in the context of Resolution 8, will be deleted from the Master Register accordingly.

With respect to “resolves 3” of Resolution 533(WRC-97)/PLEN-4, the Bureau will inform administrations on the new EPM (Equivalent Protection Margin) reference situation for feeder link and down link including power control values;

With respect to Resolution 729(WRC-97)/COM4-7, the Bureau will issue appropriate instructions concerning the notification of frequency assignments to adaptive systems in the MF/HF bands. Administrations are urged to refrain from notification of such assignments until the dissemination of the necessary instructions;

With respect to Resolution 73(WRC-97)/COM4-15, the Bureau will inform administrations of the results of the compatibility calculations between BSS assignments in Region 1 and FSS assignments in Region 3, in the frequency band 12.2 - 12.5 GHz; 

With respect to Resolution 30(WRC-97)/COM4-17, the Bureau will inform administrations on the commencement of the tests concerning the publication of the Weekly Circular, including the Special sections, on CD-ROM format;

With respect to Resolution 53(WRC-97)/COM4-20, the Bureau will inform administrations on the finalized entries to be included in the “Remarks” column of both Article 9A of Appendix 30A and Article 11 of Appendix 30, resulting from the completion of the compatibility analyses.

6.	I would also wish to take this opportunity to inform you of some other decisions of WRC�97 which have consequences to the notification procedures and the related activities.  In considering the Bureau’s Report to WRC-97 (document 28), the Conference decided:

to instruct the Bureau to update Appendix 27Aer2 so as to reflect the appropriate geographical and political changes, as well as the new scheme concerning the designation of emissions, without altering the substance of any of its provisions.  The updated version will be published together with the complete set of the Simplified Radio Regulations which will enter into force on 1 January 1999;

to endorse the proposed course of action with respect to the problems relating to the identification of tropospheric scatter systems in the fixed service; in this regard, and pending the new edition of the Preface to the IFL, administrations are invited to use the symbol “ST” in column 6B (item 6B of Appendix S4) with the meaning “Fixed station using tropospheric scatter”.

7.	Finally, I wish to draw your attention to the provisions of Article 54 of the Constitution, which invites the Member States to notify the Secretary-General of their consent to be bound by the revisions of the Radio Regulations. 

	The Bureau remains at the disposal of your administration for any clarification you may require with respect to the subjects treated in this Circular-letter.

Yours faithfully,

Robert W. Jones

Director

Radiocommunication Bureau

�	In order to implement these provisions in an unambiguous manner, the Bureau decided to introduce the symbol “HP” in column 6B (item 6B of Appendix S4) with the meaning “Fixed station using high altitude platform”. The administrations are invited to use this symbol in their submissions of forms of notice  to the Bureau.

�	Except the cases referred to in Resolutions 130(WRC-97)/COM5-18, 538(WRC-97)/COM5-19 and 131(WRC-97)/ COM5-23, where the provisional limits set forth in these Resolutions apply as from 22 November 1997.

�	See paragraph 4 below concerning the application of the provisions of Section VI of Article S22.
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