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Priority area

Place a tick against the area to which your proposal relates:

	Enabling environment
	(

	Telecommunication/ICT policy and regulatory issues, including ICT economics (market analysis, cost modelling and tariffs) and statistics (indicators, measuring the information society).

	Infrastructure 
	(

	Development of fixed, mobile and broadband networks, including broadcasting networks and spectrum management, next-generation networks, rural communications, emergency telecommunications and disaster relief.

	Applications
	(

	Specific applications for the use of ICTs, including, inter alia, e-government, e-health, e-ecology and climate change, etc., and fostering security and confidence in the use of ICTs, including protection of children and youth.

	Proposal within the framework of the programmes

Select the method of implementing the proposal:

	Establish tools
	(

	Develop educational materials
	

	Information exchange (symposia, seminars, publications, research) 
	(

	Direct assistance to countries, including projects
	(


Description of the proposal
The International Telecommunication Union (ITU), World Health Organization (WHO) and other international organizations accord great significance to the use of information and communication technologies to enhance the level of health care in the developing countries of Asia, Africa, Latin America and Oceania, such as to ensure that each citizen of those countries enjoys the right to timely and expert medical assistance, social services and information on a healthy lifestyle.

The third World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-02), held in Istanbul (Turkey) in March 2003, adopted Resolution 41 “E-health (including telehealth/telemedicine)” and recommended that all ITU Member States support e-health projects in collaboration with government, public, private, national and international partners at the national and regional levels.

In the period since that resolution was adopted, many countries have experienced considerable progress in terms of mobile network development and the establishment of telemedicine systems, making it necessary to adopt a new resolution that takes account of the changes that have occurred worldwide.

In pursuit of the goal of securing access to medical services for all citizens, irrespective of their standard of living or place of residence, and in fulfilment of the corresponding objectives set out in resolutions and recommendations of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, the Administrations of the Azerbaijani Republic, Russian Federation and Republic of Tajikistan are putting forward for consideration by WTDC-10 a draft resolution (see below) entitled "Improving access to healthcare services using information and communication technologies".
Regional initiatives

Description of the initiative relating to the selected priority area.

WTDC-06 approved the initiative of the CIS countries in the field of telemedicine and included the project "Initiative of the CIS countries in the field of telemedicine" in the operational plan for the CIS region.

Study group Questions

Place an "X" against any existing Questions under which studies are currently being carried out that relate to your proposal and which should be maintained. Otherwise, if necessary, add new Questions at the end of the list. 

	ICT strategies and policies

	Question 6-2/1: 
	Regulatory impact of next-generation networks on interconnection
	

	Question 7-2/1: 
	Regulatory policies on universal access to broadband services
	

	Question 10-2/1:
	Regulation for licensing and authorization of converging services
	

	Question 12‑2/1:
	Tariff policies, tariff models and methods of determining the costs of services on national telecommunication networks, including next-generation networks
	

	Question 18-1/1:
	Domestic enforcement of telecommunication laws, rules and regulations by national telecommunication regulatory authorities
	

	Question 19-1/1:
	Implementation of IP telephony in developing countries
	

	Question 20/1: 
	Access to telecommunication services for people with disabilities
	X

	Question 21/1: 
	Impact of telecommunication development on the creation of employment
	X

	Question 22/1:
	Securing information and communication networks: Best practices for developing a culture of cybersecurity
	

	ICT services, networks and applications
	

	Question 9-2/2:
	Identification of study topics in the ITU-T and ITU-R study groups which are of particular interest to developing countries
	

	Question 10-2/2:
	Telecommunications for rural and remote areas
	X

	Question 11-2/2:
	Examination of terrestrial digital sound and television broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, interoperability of digital terrestrial systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue terrestrial techniques to digital techniques
	

	Question 14-2/2:
	Telecommunications for e-health
	X

	Question 17-2/2:
	Progress on activities for e-services/applications in the world
	

	Question 18-1/2:
	Implementation aspects of IMT‑2000 and information‑sharing on systems beyond IMT-2000 for developing countries
	

	Question 19-1/2:
	Strategy for migration from existing networks to next‑generation networks for developing countries
	

	Question 20-2/2:
	Examination of access technologies for broadband telecommunications
	

	Question 22/2:
	Utilization of ICT for disaster management, resources, and active and passive space-based sensing systems as they apply to disaster and emergency relief situations
	X

	Resolution 9 (Rev. Doha, 2006): Participation of countries, particularly developing countries, in spectrum management
	


Proposed new Questions

Proposals relating to the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG)

Short description of proposal:

Inclusion of the joint proposal by the Administrations of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Russian Federation and Republic of Tajikistan for a draft WTDC-10 resolution entitled "Improving access to healthcare services using information and communication technologies" in the CIS regional initiative for consideration by WTDC-10.
Proposals relating to the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)

Short description of proposal:

Inclusion of the joint proposal by the Administrations of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Russian Federation and Republic of Tajikistan for a draft WTDC-10 resolution entitled "Improving access to healthcare services using information and communication technologies" in the CIS regional initiative for the period 2010-2014.

ANNEX

Draft WTDC-10 resolution on “e-Health”

Improving access to healthcare services using information 
and communication technologies

The World Telecommunication Development Conference (Hyderabad, 2010),

bearing in mind

a)
that the World Telecommunication Development Conference (Doha, 2006) (WTDC-06) recommended that ITU continue to study the potential uses of telecommunications for meeting the e‑Health needs of developing countries and, on the basis of the experience accumulated in various countries, expressed support for the initiatives they had taken and included a telemedicine project for the countries of the CIS region in the programme of regional initiatives;

b)
that the World Health Organization, in May 2005, adopted resolution WHA58.28 on e-Health, in which it stressed that "eHealth is the cost-effective and secure use of information and communications technologies in support of health and health-related fields, including health-care services, health surveillance, health literature, and health education, knowledge and research";

c)
that the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), held in Geneva from 10 to 12 December 2003 and in Tunis from 16 to 18 November 2005, included e-Health in the Geneva Plan of Action as one of the main ICT applications, referring to the need to “promote collaborative efforts of governments, planners, health professionals, and other agencies along with the participation of international organizations for creating a reliable, timely, high quality and affordable health care and health information systems and for promoting continuous medical training, education, and research through the use of ICTs, while respecting and protecting citizens’ right to privacy” and to “encourage the adoption of ICTs to improve and extend health care and health information systems to remote and underserved areas and vulnerable populations, recognizing women’s roles as health providers in their families and communities”,

considering

a)
the importance of creating conditions whereby the potential benefits of information and telecommunication technologies in the healthcare environments of developing countries are not limited by legislative, technical, economic or any other kind of barriers;

b)
the existing new Question which includes studies on the measures necessary to facilitate the dissemination of mobile e-Health services in developing countries, such that individuals, society and the economy can enjoy the benefits of that initiative;

c)
the experience acquired by countries in the establishment and functioning of telemedicine systems on different scales, including the corresponding legal provisions, technical and organizational solutions, economic public and public-private partnership models and contacts with international financial institutions with a view to securing funding for telemedicine projects,

recognizing

a)
that e-Health solutions can play a highly significant social and economic role in the healthcare sphere, particularly in developing countries and especially in rural, remote and inaccessible areas where the inadequately developed infrastructure in terms of medical treatment facilities at all levels and the shortage of doctors, nurses and other medical staff is proportional to the enormous unsatisfied demand for health services,

resolves to instruct the Telecommunication Development Bureau

1
to continue with its efforts aimed at making decision-makers, regulatory bodies, telecommunication operators, healthcare staff, partners, beneficiaries and other key players aware of the e-Health benefits to be derived from the use of telecommunication and information technologies;

2
to continue to support e-Health projects in developing countries in collaboration with government, public, private, national and international partners, particularly the World Health Organization (WHO), and to promote cooperation in the development of e-Health projects at the national and regional levels;

3
to interact with the healthcare sector and other partners in the development of models for the sustainable implementation of e-Health, particularly in remote and rural areas in developing countries, with the aid of mobile facilities in the form both of mobile telephones and of mobile telemedicine structures, linked via infocommunication channels with telemedicine centres located in various categories of permanent clinic both within and outside the country in question;

4
to provide assistance to developing countries in the development of their national plans for the establishment of joint national telemedicine systems, drawing on the experience acquired by Member States and regional groupings;

5
to promote, facilitate and provide technical support and training in the area of information and telecommunication technologies for e-Health;

6
to assist in the development of telecommunication standards for e-Health networks and for ensuring compatibility between the national telemedicine systems of different countries, including with the participation of ITU's Radiocommunication Bureau and Telecommunication Standardization Bureau,

invites

1
Member States to consider the development of their national strategies in the sphere of e‑Health, or of their “e-Health master plans”, in collaboration with the telecommunication and public health sectors, as a strategically important aspect of e-Health service implementation;

2
the Member States of the CIS region having signed the “Memorandum of Cooperation between CIS Member States for the creation of compatible national telemedicine consultative and diagnostic systems”, drawn up in close collaboration with ITU specialists, to collaborate actively with ITU in the joint implementation of a large-scale project for the creation of compatible national telemedicine systems, especially for the developing countries of Africa, Asia, Latin America and Oceania;

3
international financial institutions and sponsoring agencies to support efforts to broaden the use of e‑Health/telemedicine and develop corresponding projects and programmes in developing countries;

4
the private sector to develop a range of business models and examine the possibility of implementing e-Health/telemedicine services in developing countries on the basis of public-private partnership.
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