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1
Introduction

The Administration of the Russian Federation welcomes BDT's initiative aimed at triggering discussion on certain issues in preparation for the upcoming World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-2010), and generally agrees with the proposals put forward. At the same time, we should like to make a number of comments and proposals regarding the issues referred to in BDT's document.

2
Role of ITU-D

How can the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector position itself, respond to the huge expectations and not fall short of them?

The Telecommunication Development Sector should continue to fulfil its basic function, as set forth in Article 21, No. 118 of the Constitution:

The functions of the Telecommunication Development Sector shall be to fulfil the purposes of the Union as stated in Article 1 of this Constitution and to discharge, within its specific sphere of competence, the Union’s dual responsibility as a United Nations specialized agency and executing agency for implementing projects under the United Nations development system or other funding arrangements so as to facilitate and enhance telecommunications development by offering, organizing and coordinating technical cooperation and assistance activities.
This calls for a comprehensive approach, which must include:

•
analysis of telecommunication/ICT development trends, using the findings of the other Sectors and General Secretariat;

•
identification of long-term, medium-term, short-term and urgent tasks to be addressed by the ITU membership as a whole, as well as in the interests of specific regions and individual countries;

•
coordination with the other Sectors of the issues covered in the study topics being dealt with by the Development Sector, with a view to incorporating the latest advances and the joint organization of training activities;

•
cultivation of closer relations with other organizations, above all UNDP, UNESCO and financial institutions, in order to gain a clearer understanding of their interests and take them into account;

•
adoption of measures to eliminate duplication and needless competition and exclude delays in addressing issues requiring joint action.

What would be the main focus of BDT in the global information society?

Among other things, we would mention the following:

•
First and foremost, elimination of the digital technology and standardization gaps.

•
Implementation of the WSIS outcomes in regard to development of the infocommunication infrastructure by ensuring universal access to affordable ICT-based broadband services, especially in developing countries and with particular attention to children, women, indigenous peoples and persons with disabilities.

•
Ensuring confidence and security in the use of ICTs, with particular attention to the protection of children.

•
Creation of the necessary conditions for the effective and optimally harmonized use of telecommunication/ICT facilities for averting emergency situations and assistance in the event of their occurrence.

•
Wide-scale implementation of ICT applications for all the areas of activity mentioned under Action Line C7 of the WSIS Plan of Action, in partnership with other stakeholders involved in the process of implementing the WSIS outcomes, including broad engagement of the private sector.

TDAG

The scheduling of advisory group meetings should allow for examination of the Sector's draft operational and financial plans ahead of their submission to the Council.

In the event of it being impossible to convene a meeting of TDAG within the necessary time-frame, TDAG could entrust the task to its Bureau, with the information being made available on the website.

Members of the TDAG Bureau should be urged to inform their regional organizations of the outcomes of the annual TDAG meeting.

Study groups

The number of study groups should be determined according to the study topics established in response to requests by Sector Members.

Programmes should take account of the outcomes of the work carried out by study groups and, where necessary, should assign tasks to be handled by the corresponding study group.

The current procedures enable TDAG to take prompt decisions on all matters involving the work of the study groups.

Regional initiatives

Bearing in mind the financial constraints, should the regional initiatives be limited in their number and scope?

The introduction of regional initiatives has demonstrated the relevance and appropriateness of such an approach.

At the same time, it would be expedient for regional organizations, when initially proposing such initiatives, to make an assessment of the financial and human resources required for their implementation, rather than spending one to two years on evaluating, explaining and coordinating projects between countries of the region and BDT, and thereafter on the search for sponsors.

It is also important that experience accumulated in one set of regions should be made available to other regions through the translation of documentation into the corresponding languages. This task should be entrusted to the regional and area offices.

WSIS

While recognizing the importance of the WSIS outcomes and the role of the BDT in accomplishing the goals of an all‑inclusive information society, participants to the Regional Preparatory meeting for CIS (RPM-CIS) are invited to consider how the ITU Development Sector (ITU-D) can better integrate the outcomes of the World Summit on Information Society (WSIS) in its core mandate, thus improving the quality of the proposed roadmap for Action Line C2 in ASP-RPM09/04.

The Telecommunication Development Sector plays a core role within the Union in terms of implementation of the Summit's outcomes, participating in virtually all of the items with which ITU has been entrusted. Its role is above all that of a coordinator, and it is virtually the sole implementer under Action Lines C2 and C6. ITU-D’s participation in the building of the information society should certainly be reflected in those parts of the basic texts that apply to it, particularly where the application of ICTs is concerned.

Where the roadmap is concerned, there is a need to draw up criteria for assessing what has been achieved and to transmit the initial results to WTDC-10, so that the Plenipotentiary Conference can examine the Union's interim (five years on) report on implementation of the WSIS outcomes.

The roadmap must be seen as a living document that is regularly updated.

The roadmap presented in Document RPM-CIS09/04 should be brought in line with the report of the ITU Council Working Group on WSIS (Document C09/52).

TDAG-10 should examine the new version of the roadmap and the results of the work done in the period 2005-2009.

The Secretary-General should be instructed to present this report to the United Nations General Assembly.

Programming

The proposed programmes adequately reflect ITU-D's areas of activity and take account of the Summit outcomes.

At the same time, it needs to be clearly stated that each of these programmes, and not only the one entitled "Capacity building", has to pay particular attention to the interests of women, young people and children, indigenous peoples, communities located in troubled areas, LDCs and small island developing States (SIDS).

The content of the programmes should be closely linked to the Summit roadmaps, study questions and regional initiatives.

Modes of action

Ad-hoc assistance

Private sector

Should the Working Group on private sector issues continue to report to the TDAG or should it be an independent entity, part of the GILF process leading to a more effective involvement of the ICT industry in the development activities?

The Working Group on Private Sector Issues (WGPS) should retain its current status.

The work of the regional subgroups must be stepped up, particularly in the RCC region. WGPS should play an active part in BDT events, such as TELECOM, GSR and GILF, as well as in the implementation of programmes and regional initiatives.

Regional presence

Recommend to BR and TSB, in their coordination with BDT, that they make wider use of ITU’s regional and area offices as outposts not only of ITU-D, but of ITU as a whole.

It may be possible to transfer to the regions the functions not only of promoting and advancing ITU, but also of disseminating ITU outputs, particularly in the language of the region in question, as well as, in some cases, preparing those outputs in the corresponding languages.

The experience gained by ITU’s Moscow-based Area Office for the CIS countries during its five years of activity has demonstrated the importance to our countries of such a representative entity. As is noted in the report by the Joint Inspection Unit (see Document C09/55), ITU’s CIS Area Office effectively performs the functions of a regional office, inasmuch as, among other things:

–
it works with a specific group of countries occupying a territory amounting to one-sixth of the Earth's land area and with a total population of some 300 million;

–
it works in close contact with a major regional organization, RCC, which uses one of ITU's official languages, i.e. Russian, as its official and working language;

–
it oversees five regional initiatives, as do the other regional offices;

–
it conducts all its operations in conformity with the Doha Plan and the operational plans of the Sector insofar as the CIS countries are concerned.

The time would now appear to be ripe for addressing the question of raising its status to that of a regional office.

Using the ITU offices, including the one in Moscow, as a basis, it would be appropriate to set up teleconference centres to enable ITU members to play a more active part in the work of the Union.
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