
ITU-D/RPM-ARB10/21-E
Page 2

	Telecommunication
Development Sector
	[image: image1.png]




	Regional Preparatory Meeting for WTDC-2010 for the Arab States Region
	

	Damascus, Syria, 17 - 19 January 2010
	

	
	

	
	Document RPM-ARB10/21-E

	
	17 January 2010

	
	Original: English

	

	SOURCE:
	The Arab ICT Organization (AICTO) 

	TITLE:
	Support for the introduction of the digital TV and Mobile TV in the Arab Region


Priority area
Other: Expertise, Capacity building, assistance in relevant application and infrastructure
Description of the proposal
Proposal description:

Digital systems have been Adopted for a long time in the communication field, and recently in the television field, thus contributing to connecting and merging both fields. 

 The move towards an all-digital broadcasting environment, and the convergence among different communications platforms, has enabled the personal consumption of media such as video contents. The multiplication of program offerings has enabled viewers to personalize the content that they want to watch and choose when to watch it. As part of this trend, and in parallel to the growth of mobile telephony, new technologies have enabled viewers to watch television services on mobile receivers. The place of viewing is no longer limited to the television set at home, but widened to allow personalized television watching while moving.

The objective of this project is to study the potential of mobile television in the Arab region, increase the awareness of key policy-makers on the potential of mobile television, and to provide advice on the key technical, policy and regulatory requirements to be put in place by Arab countries to develop mobile television.

Mobile TV is a new technology which has many actors in the value chain. It is considered as a new service that will be developed as a result of digital dividend due to capacity spectrum that will be available when the analogue TV services will switch off, in accordance with the decisions of regional and world radio communications conferences RRC 2006, and WRC 2007.

Mobile television is already commercially diffused in countries that have adopted the right regulatory framework. 

Considering the :

- Outcomes of the WSIS in its two phases (Geneva 2003 – Tunis 2005), 

- “The Arab General ICT Strategy Towards the Building of an Information Society up to 2012” which Second strategic objective deals with “Achieving full access and better service-quality through the use of ICTs”

- The Arab Economic Social and Development Summit (Kuwait, 19-20 January 2009) resolutions.

- Considering how mobile technology can help reducing the digital divide,

- Considering that the rate of illiterate in the Arab region is 30%, ( UNESCO report 2009),

- Considering that only 5 years separate us from the achievement of the Millenium Development Goals,

- And that Mobile TV can be a good tool to help alleviating poverty through functional adult literacy is presented by focusing on distance learning, teaching via face-to-face and audio video for women and adults in rural areas.

This project will focus on :

*Support for ensuring MTV networks for the Arab deprived countries,

* Organising regional awareness actions related to digital broadcasting standards ,

*Support for the introduction of Mobile TV in the Arab Region,

*Proposals regarding the necessary legal and regulatory framework to cope with the development of the Mobile TV market,

* Assistance for the development of appropriate business models.
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