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Priority area

Identifying the main difficulties and access barriers, in order to provide tangible responses in ITU-D plans and programmes for the most vulnerable segments of society in the developing countries. 
Description of the proposal
In the Doha Action Plan, the American States set the following priorities: 1. Improving connectivity in rural areas, marginal urban areas and isolated areas; 2. Interconnection of information networks for disaster prevention; 3. Policies and programmes for large-scale development of broadband access, with a view to meeting national universal service objectives; 4. Improving spectrum management in the Caribbean; 5. Setting up a web-based virtual centre of excellence.
In the light of the proposals submitted by Member States and BDT reports to this preparatory meeting in relation to implementation of the Doha Action Plan and other mandates, as well as the proposals analysed in the course of CITEL preparatory work on the establishment of regional priorities, the delegation of Ecuador proposes, inter alia, the following priorities for the regional initiatives in the next action plan:
1.
Programmes that contribute to reducing the costs of Internet.

2.
Programmes for significantly enhancing connectivity in rural and marginal urban areas, through the development of broadband in order to meet universal service objectives.

3.
Programmes for large-scale ICT access for all education centres, health centres and social rehabilitation centres.

4.
Training programmes, with emphasis on rural and marginal urban sectors and on persons with disabilities.
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