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Description of the proposal
In 1994, the Global Conference on the sustainable development of Small Island Developing States (SIDS) adopted the Programme of Action for the sustainable development of small island states. The Declaration of Barbados affirms that SIDS are particularly vulnerable to natural and environmental disasters and have limited capacity to respond to and recover from such disasters. Many SIDS consist of not one but a number of small islands. This fragmentation increases their vulnerability which principally arises from their isolation and topography. Most of the SIDS are poor and underdeveloped as they confront many challenges that include a narrow resource base, limited local capital for productive investment, limited human resources and excessive dependence on imports.

The impact of SIDS isolation on social and economic development can be reduced by the development of telecommunications with Information and Communication Technology (ICT) to assist the provision of services in Government, business and the community. This fact is well acknowledged by the World Summit on the Information Society’s Declaration of Principles paragraph 16: “We continue to pay special attention to the particular needs of people of developing countries, countries with economies in transition, Least Developed Countries, Small Island Developing States, Landlocked Developing Countries, Highly Indebted Poor Countries, countries and territories under occupation, countries recovering from conflict and countries and regions with special needs as well as to conditions that pose severe threats to development, such as natural disasters.” The Tunis Commitment in paragraph 21 also states: “ …we shall pay special attention to the particular needs of people of developing countries, countries with economies in transition, Least Developed Countries, Small Island Developing States, Landlocked Developing Countries, Highly Indebted Poor Countries, countries and territories under occupation, and countries recovering from conflict or natural disasters.” ICT can turnaround the misfortunes of SIDS and fast-track them towards the attaining of the Millennium Development Goals.

We have noted that focused assistance through fellowships being to least developed countries (LDCs) by ITU has resulted in very high participation by those countries in ITU workshops, Rapporteur meeting, Study Groups and conferences. There are no dedicated fellowships for SIDS. Small countries with small economies and limited natural resources mean SIDS do not have sufficient national budgets to fund their participation in the ITU workshops, study groups and conferences.

Then the Least Developed Country (LDC) Programme was re-named to include Small Island Developing State (SIDS). Yet, the fellowship programme is for LDCs only.

SIDS are disadvantaged from participationin ITU acitivities especially the Rapporteur and Study Group Meetings due to small national budgets that allows only limited budget for travel and participating in conferences.

It has been noted in the last two Rapporteur meetings for Q23/3 that the participation of SIDS was lacking. During the first meeting of Q23/2, the meeting agreed that fellowship should be extended to SIDS so they may attend the Rapporteur Meetings for Q23/2 which is specifically addressing the vulnerability of SIDS. While the Chairman of Study Group 2 has agreed to offer fellowships for SIDS, such a decision has to be approved at the Plenipotentiary.

Therefore we propose that Rapporteur Group meetings should be held in those regions with SIDS to ensure active participation by those countries. A special event organized within the programme responsible for SIDS and LDCs to address topical issues affecting these groups of countries should be held back-to-back with the Raporteur Group meetings to avoid long travels to Geneva. However, the actual Study Group meetings may continue to be held in Geneva. These are all the gaps that further widen the gaps in ICT development.
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